Re: Consultation on incidental non-commercial, private society, work and residents’ lotteries

Marie Curie Cancer Care broadly supports the proposals as set out in the above consultation document.  We believe that the proposed changes will encourage greater levels of local fundraising activities on behalf of charities like Marie Curie, without blurring the lines between incidental lotteries and established large society lotteries such as that run by the charity.  
We support proposal 1 which would allow pubs, clubs and other venues to undertake lotteries and raffles, with the profits of the lottery going to charity.  We agree that the current restrictions discourage event organisers from undertaking such fundraising activities on behalf of charitable causes because of the rules relating to other monies raised at an event.  We believe that the proposed changes would encourage more local fundraisers and organisations to undertake lotteries and raffles on behalf of charities such as Marie Curie. 
We also welcome the proposal to maintain the current limits on prizes (at £500 of proceeds), as this would avoid any blurring of the lines between such incidental lotteries and existing large society lotteries run by charities including Marie Curie.  We similarly agree that commercial gambling operators should not be involved in operating exempt lotteries.  
We also agree that sales of tickets for incidental lotteries should only be available during the course of an event, and not before or after the event, as we believe that this could potentially detract from existing charitable large society lotteries.  
We also support the proposal to allow the result of a lottery to be announced during the course of an event.  

We support proposal 2 relating to the operation of private society lotteries and agree that the current restrictions unnecessarily prevent such institutions from conducting fundraising activities on behalf of an unrelated charity.  We believe that this is likely to lead to an increase in local fundraising on behalf of charities like Marie Curie.  

Finally, we support proposal 3 and agree that the current restrictions unnecessarily prevent fundraising on behalf of charities.  However, we believe that the rules should mandate that all profits should go to charities, in order to maximise the money reaching those who need it most.    

We are grateful for the opportunity to respond to this consultation.  If you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me.  
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