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pubs have no money to spend the exhibitions shrunk and died and innovation went with them. The
negative consequences of the corporate robbery perpetrated by the major pub groups goes far beyond
the pubs, they have choked off a whole industry. :

If the pub groups collapsed and their pubs went back to freehold ownership it would I believe be a
very good thing for this country. It would reinvigorate the industry, allow greater investment and
entrepreneurialism, it would feed business to micro brewers, improve local money circulation and
almost certainly bring in much more in tax revenue to the government.

I do not have a problem with the tie provided the prices are comparable with the best wholesale
prices, but as that would be almost impossible to legislate for, I urge the government to mandate an
‘out of tie' option with open market rent. My interpretation of 'open market rent’ is where the rent is
calculated on the size, quality, location and desirability of a premises in terms of its business
potential, in the same way the rent for any other commercial building would be set. It must not be set
with any consideration as to whether or not there is a tie.

I would also urge the government to legislate that the current licensee or tenant has first option to
buy. When pubs are sold beneath the tenant to other pub groups the circle of despair just continues.
My own pub was once owned by -the Japanese bank. You have to wonder how much
commitment Japanese bankers have to our local community.

The government has an opportunity to lay the foundations for a change in the way pubs are owned
and operated. If individuals owned pubs not corporates we would see the industry revitalised with
investment and creativity which will better serve communities and the country. 1 urge the
government to act firmly against the pub groups. The sort of bullying and profiteering they engage in
is unacceptable in any industry and should not be tolerated.

Yours faithfully

Sent from my iPad
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