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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION REQUEST
You asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ) under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 2000:

“1)
‘Expected’ operational cost saving per annum by closing HM Prison Blundeston last year to the public purse

2)
‘Expected’ cost of petrol reimbursement to ex-Blundeston staff for travelling to HM Prison Bure, and the period payments will continue to.”  

Your request has been handled under the FOIA. I can confirm that the National Offender Management Service (NOMS) holds the information requested.  
The annual gross savings from the closure of Blundeston prison is a little over £11m. In addition, there is an outstanding maintenance liability over the next five years of around £4.4m and includes work on the night sanitation and laundry steam plant, which would require replacement or repair in 2014-15.

It is impossible to forecast accurately the annual cost by “excess fares” of former Blundeston staff travel to Bure as there are a number of variable factors (including car sharing, etc.) and because the “excess” element is from a member of staff’s home to HMP Bure, rather than between the two prisons. Most staff travelling to HMP Bure will be allowed to claim up to 26p per mile (public transport rate) for a period of no more than three years in line with Departmental travel and subsistence policy. For accounting purposes, the three-year spend is estimated by NOMS at to be around £250,000, ending between 31 October 2016 and 29 December 2016.
You have the right to appeal our decision if you think it is incorrect. Details can be found in the ‘How to Appeal’ section attached to this letter.

Disclosure Log
​
You can also view information that the Ministry of Justice has disclosed in response to previous Freedom of Information requests. Responses are anonymised and published on our on-line disclosure log that can be found on the MoJ website:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications?keywords=&publication_filter_option=foi-releases&topics%5B%5D=all&departments%5B%5D=ministry-of-justice&world_locations%5B%5D=all​
The published information is categorised by subject area and in alphabetical order.
