TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN.
 

Dear Sir/Madam – I wish to express a view with respect to one aspect of HM Government’s proposals concerning the criteria for the award of the Mobility Component of Personal Independence Payment (PIP) contained in the Social Security (Personal Independence Payment)(Amendment) Regulations 2013, now subject to consultation.
    I am a multiply disabled person, suffering from Asperger Syndrome, epilepsy, depression, obsessive-compulsive disorder, and a number of physical conditions, including arthritis in both knees.  In recent years, my mobility has become impaired, not only by the arthritis, but also by vertigo, and I now have to use a walking stick.  I currently receive both the middle rate of the Care Component, and the lower rate of the Mobility Component, of DLA.  The latter grants me access to a free, local authority provided, Bus Pass.  If I lose my entitlement to the Mobility Component on transfer to PIP from DLA, then I shall, automatically, lose my entitlement to the Bus Pass, even though, as someone who suffers daytime epileptic fits I am by law forbidden to drive, I am forced to rely on public transport.
    It is an increasing struggle for me to walk, and I am now finding that even the distance from my flat across the street to my local convenience store and back is almost beyond me.  In consequence, from my own experience, it is my very firm belief that the Government’s logic in defining the ‘Moving Around Activity’ criterion is extremely and unnecessarily restrictive and one-dimensional.  I can (at present, although for how much longer is debatable) walk more than 200 metres, using my stick, and so would score zero points under the PIP Mobility Component Assessment rating.  However, it takes me rather a long time, I am exhausted by the end of it, out of breath, feeling faint, and for virtually the entire journey I will have been dizzy and afraid of falling flat on my face.
    There are quite a few things not taken into account; and there is no flexibility, no room for account to be taken of individual circumstances and differences, of the fact that we are all different.  I can’t cope with downward slopes, even the gentlest ones, and in a town like Wellingborough, where I live, in a river valley, that matters.  I can’t get down stairs or escalators, either, partly because of the vertigo (dizziness), and partly because I suffer very badly from acrophobia (fear of heights).
    I am not hopeful that any of these concerns will be addressed, but I have at least availed myself of the opportunity provided to express them, for which I thank you.
 

Yours faithfully,
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