Dear Sir or Madam,

 

My name is *** *** and I am writing to you as an individual to express my views on the mobility component of PIP.

 

I am twenty seven years old, single and living on my own in a 1st floor flat in ***, ***. I have only recently been able to afford to move out of my parents home as I am fortunate enough to have been recruited for a good job. For the previous year and a half I have been undergoing tests for Multiple Sclerosis, and was formally diagnosed with the condition about one week ago.

 

Whilst I understand the criteria, what of those who have fluctuating conditions such as my own? Multiple Sclerosis is complex and unpredictable. I do not know from one day to the next whether I will wake up with the use of my legs or not, whether my mother (who is currently my primary carer) will need to have a phone call at 6am because I can't get up to use the toilet unaided, or whether I will be a perfectly functioning, normal human being who can go about daily business as per usual. 

 

No individual with MS has the same symptoms however for sufferers like me, who fluctuate between being healthy and being completely debilitated with no warning, how will this assessment work? If I am assessed on a good day I will get no points for PIP, but if you assess me on a day where I am having an attack and can't move, I would be fully entitled to it.

 

Please could you consider this into your calculations. It seems enormously unfair and unjust that MS sufferers may miss out because they are not constantly disabled, but have no warning with regards to their attacks or episodes (which can last for days, weeks or even months at a time - I have had to take several sick leave weeks due to my condition). I really require grab rails in my bathroom but can't get them installed without the PIP. I would love for my mum to have the means to come to my flat on the bus without having to pay a fortune for it because she has to care for me when I am sick. 

 

Please consider these points into your consultation.

 

With thanks and kindest regards,

 

*** ***
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