Dear Department of Work and Pensions,

Many thousands of people with Parkinson’s and other infirmities rely on higher rate mobility payments and their Motability cars for getting around as their mobility gets worse.

If the Government restricts enhanced PIP mobility payments to only those who can walk 20 metres and no further, it is clear that many people with Parkinson’s and other infirmities will lose out and will loose their cars.

By the Department’s own admission, 50 metres is considered to be the distance that an individual is required to be able to walk to achieve a basic level of independence, such as the ability to get from a ‘disabled’ car park into a supermarket.  In some instances this enables the individual to get to their car to drive to work.

The Government should be helping people with Parkinson’s and other infirmities to maintain their independence rather than confining them to their homes.

I would like the Department to maintain the existing criteria that enables someone with difficulties walking up to 50 metres to get the enhanced rate of mobility PIP.

Yours sincerely
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