Dear DWP

The change from 50m down to 20m, is quite frankly disgraceful and only an able bodied person could have thought this up due to the lack of understanding of the day to day struggle that disabled people have.

Quite simply, those who have qualified for the higher rate under current regulations and who have a Motability vehicle have a vehicle because without it they would be stuck in their houses.  Not everyone has a bus stop outside their houses, or a train station and even if they do, it is not always possible to access public transport in a wheelchair.  So to then take the higher rate away from them, because of the change in regulations down to 20m, so that they lose their car means the will be prisoners in their own homes.

Stop and think properly about how far 50m is.  We are talking about 65 strides.  Where does 65 strides get anyone?  It certainly does not get anyone to their local supermarket in most cases and certainly does not get them around the supermarket, which able bodied people take for 

granted.  In other words those that cannot do this need a car.   Now 

think about reducing this to 20m which would be around, say 35 strides. 

  You are talking about thousands, not hundreds, but THOUSANDS more people losing their Motability cars and unable to be independent in a basic thing we all take for granted such as going to the shops.  After all we all need to feed ourselves don't we?  Not every disabled person has someone to call on to fetch a pint of milk or a loaf of bread etc.  

Then there is doctors appointments, hospital appointments etc., which disabled people have more of than an able bodied person.  This is just a small example of what disabled people face in their everyday lives, amongst a list of other things.  Being able to have a Motability car enables us to live more independently.  Take that away because of the new qualifying criteria of 20m and you really are talking about THOUSANDS of disabled people losing that independence.  Figures have already been stated that at lease 125,000 will lose their cars.  You have to ask yourself is this really fair and just.  Of course, an able bodied person cannot understand this as I probably didn't before becoming disabled.  It's not until it happens to you that one can understand the frustrations of everyday life, unable to do the simple things people take for granted.  You cannot understand the loneliness of being stuck in your home 24/7 with no-one to talk to.  I myself have to stay in most of the time because my daughter works 12 hours a day.  

I shouldn't be affected by the new regulation as I can only get as far as my car which is outside my front door and cannot walk 20m without my back and legs collapsing and ending up in a heap on the floor.

  However, let's just say for a moment that I did lose my car.  At present, I go to my mums in the car, (door to door literally), twice a week.  These are the only days I can go out on my own because I have to have my daughter with me to get the wheelchair out of the car for shopping, and also I have to have someone to help me get clean on the toilet.  I have a bio-bidet at home to do that independently.  Also I cannot be away from a toilet very long because I cannot control my bowels.  If I didn't have the car I could not even visit my *** year old mother and have someone to talk to.  I would literally be stuck in my house 24 hours a day 7 days a week because I would not be able to go shopping either because the supermarket is too far for my daughter to push me there and then push me back and carry shopping.  It would be impossible.  In fact, I can honestly say that life would not be worth living and I would kill myself rather than sit here for the next 30 odd years or however, long I would live for.  What the hell would be the point of life.  When my daughter has any annual leave, if the weather is ok, we do something like go to *** pier or somewhere just to get some fresh air.  As long as my daughter is with me and there are toilets, I can do this because I have a car.  Is it too much to ask, to be able to do some of the little things able bodied people take for granted.  We didn't ask to be disabled.  I used to walk for miles and travel to the lake district each year and trek up the hills etc. and loved it being able to be free basically.  I loved my *** *** job 

and long to be *** *** again, but know it cannot happen.   My 

world, personally, has been torn apart and it keeps being torn apart by this government.  As I said, the new rule shouldn't affect me but I know what it will be like for those who will be affected.  It feels like we are being persecuted for being disabled, like we are just a nuisance to society, like we don't matter.  We have been made to live in fear everyday in case the postman drops a brown envelope through the door wanting us to go to yet another ESA assessment with ATOS who quite frankly are filling the reports out fraudulently, (mine did not resemble the interview I had at all),  trying to make themselves look good getting people off benefits and making us go through the appeal system.  The same thing is going to happen with the PIP assessments.  

After all they are only in it for the money, same as any private company.  So cars are going to be taken away, peoples lives ruined, people committing suicide and for what?  Answer, so the government can save a few quid off the poor and give it to the rich in ta cuts.  It's like Robin Hood in reverse.

So basically, please don't ruin peoples lives any further by reducing the limit to 20m.  50m already isn't very far, in which we could say disabled people can live an independent life.  20m is just another kick in the teeth for thousands of people who will lose their cars.  I am begging you and if I was capable of it, I would be on my knees begging you for the thousands affected by this.  Whoever you are reading this, you can make a difference in people lives if you really want to.  After all, you cannot say, as no-one can, that it won't be you in a wheelchair at sometime in your life.  Then please think about how you would feel.

Yours faithfully

*** ***
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