Dear Sir/Madam,

I am a *** year old woman with multiple health conditions. I sometimes need to use a wheelchair when travelling outside, my answers to the question above are as follows:

A) The current rules will have an adverse effect on many disabled people, because not all disabled people have the same mobility issues, or feel the same each day, this means that if a disabled person feels well enough to walk the 20 metres during the assessment they will be relegated to the lower category, however they may not be well enough to walk this far on every occasion. this lower criteria makes no allowance for this. What exactly is the purpose of this lower distance? what purpose does it actually serve? There is no problem with the 50 metre distance and it was much fairer to all.

B) The current rules are much more excluding and many more disabled people, will be relegated to the lower award, this will lead to financial hardship for many more claimants than previously, which is not supposed to be the reason for the changes, however, since the changes are more about saving money for the government and less about enabling disabled people to lead dignified and inclusive lives, then I am sure the recommended changes will be made, irrespective of what we need, or feel about it.

C)The way people move around should be examined in a different light, because our ability to move around on any given day is different. There should not be a one size fits all approach to disability per se. For many disabled people, especially those with variable, or hidden illnesses such as M.E. or Fybromyalgia, mobility is affected differently depending upon whether, or not we are having a flare up of our symptoms. So if we are having a period of remission during the assessment, we may well fail the criteria. However, if we are having a flare up of symptoms we may not be able to walk at all. I would also like to point out that it is unrealistic to expect disabled people to conform to a specified criteria of someone who is not disabled, and therefore has no experience,or understanding of our situation.

I Am

Yours Sincerely

*** *** *** ***
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