Dear Department of Work and Pensions

 

                                       

                                               PEOPLE WITH PARKINSON'S

 

 

I and many thousands of people with Parkinson's rely on high rate mobility payments for getting around as their mobility gets worse. Our symptom's  fluctuate daily and no two days are ever the same. 

 

You never know how much or how little you can do each day. Parkinson's has no compassion and one minute you are moving quite well, then it's as if somebody has turned off the switch, you freeze and then can only continue to walk doing the " Parkinson Shuffle ", or move about like you have had too much to drink and do not have enough energy to even 'crush a grape'. 

 

If the Government restricts enhanced PIP mobility payments to only those who can walk 20 metres and no further , it is clear that many people with Parkinson's will lose out.

 

By the Department's  own admission 50 metres is considered to be the distance that an individual is required to be able to walk to achieve a basic level of independence  , such as the ability to get from a car park to a supermarket.

 

The Government should be helping people with Parkinson's maintain their independence rather than confining them to their homes. I have already lost £86pm with this so-called 'Bedroom Tax', (its not my fault the council cant give me a one bedroom bungalow). The only thing that keeps me going is that I have the choice to go out because I have the High rate Mobility allowance. I live in a small village in the *** *** ***, with a very limited bus service and other services.You need a car to get to the nearest town. Without my own transport I would be confined to my home, and at only *** years of age ( I have had Parkinson's for ten years) I might as well give up, life would not be worth living.

 

I would like the Department to introduce fairer criteria that enables someone with difficulties walking up to 50 metres to get the enhanced rate of mobility PIP.

 

Yours faithfully

 

*** ***
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