people with parkinsons experience fluctuations in their mobility, depending on the efficacy of their medication, time of day etc. they have 'on' periods and 'off' periods. it is therefore impossible to give a straightforward answer to a question like 'how far can you walk?' because this may vary from one day or time to the next. an observer not aware of the parkinsons sufferer's condition, may not consider him or her severely disabled if he sees him/her during an 'on' period, but during an 'off' period he will see that the parkinsons sufferer may be completely immobile; even with careful timing of medication, these fluctuations may be unpredicatable, or the sufferer may 'freeze' unexpectedly and be incapable of movement whereas he/she may have been walking relatively normally minutes before. all this should be taken into consideration when assessing applicants, both in the wording of questions and in any medical assessment when the sufferer's condition at interview may not be representative of his/her general state.
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