Dear Department of Work and Pensions
Many thousands of people with Parkinson’s rely on high rate mobility payments for getting around as their mobility gets worse.
If the Government restricts enhanced PIP mobility payments to only those who can walk 20 metres and no further, it is clear that many people with Parkinson’s will lose out.
By the Department’s own admission 50 metres is considered to be the distance that an individual is required to be able to walk to achieve a basic level of independence, such as the ability to get from a car park to a supermarket.
The Government should be helping people with Parkinson’s maintain their independence rather than confining them to their homes.
I would like the Department to introduce fairer criteria that enables someone with difficulties walking up to 50 metres to get the enhanced rate of mobility PIP.
I am currently coming to terms with my diagnosis of Parkinson's, and have only recently applied for and been successful in obtaining the higher rate of mobility benefit. I am trying my very best to maintain an independent life, but recognise that I now have a degenerative brain disorder - I am as good as it gets - and it all downhill from now on. 
There is no logic to the change of distance that will be used for future assessment of my mobility. Who lives an independent life and only walks for 20 meters? What do you envisage being at the start and end of the 20 meters?
My symptoms fluctuate - even at this early stage of my condition. Even on 'good' days when I can walk well, there is always a 'pay off'. I know that I will not have the energy to participate in the family as an independent person, and that my muscles will shriek in painful stiffness during the following night's attempt to sleep. This downward spiral has been alleviated somewhat when I obtained a Blue Badge. 
i am sure you have read similar e mails form people with my condition. We are not a separate subsection of the human race. One day I was an active full time manager in the NHS who thought I was tired through working long hours - the next I was diagnosed with Parkinson's. My mobility needs will become greater in the future. Reducing the number of similar people from those who are able to benefit from the current level of Mobility Benefit will only push the need to more expensive and less cost effective systems that support my independence.
Yours sincerely
*** ***
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