Dear Department of Work and Pensions

Many thousands of people with Parkinson’s rely on high rate mobility payments for getting around as their mobility gets worse. If the Government restricts enhanced PIP mobility payments to only those who can walk 20 metres and no further, it is clear that many people with Parkinson’s will lose out. By the Department’s own admission 50 metres is considered to be the distance that an individual is required to be able to walk to achieve a basic level of independence, such as the ability to get from a car park to a supermarket. The Government should be helping people with Parkinson’s maintain their independence rather than confining them to their homes.

I would like the Department to introduce fairer criteria that enables someone with difficulties walking up to 50 metres to get the enhanced rate of mobility PIP. The ability to cover a certain distance can vary from day to day, even from hour to hour, depending on medication; it is unpredictable. If, on a given day when a person is in urgent need of a shop or service, but cannot walk more than 10 metres, but perhaps the next day is able to walk 50 metres, then they may need to have recourse to a taxi. This is an example of how these payments can be essential to get by.

I was a Community Support Worker, visited many people with Parkinson’s and saw first-hand the difficulties they face. I helped them complete their application forms for allowances and understand the process and criteria. I felt so strongly about the general lack of understanding I even created a character with Parkinson’s in my latest novel, *** *** *** ***. In this the elderly person with Parkinson’s is not short of money, but I hope the book helps to show how someone without mobility assistance could become totally cut off, isolated, lonely and depressed. There is no definitive cure for Parkinson’s, a horrible degenerative disease, but there is something that can be done to help remedy the causes of depression. If these payments are reduced then the quality of life of many people will be seriously affected.

Please – these people have already been dealt an unlucky hand; do not make it worse.

Yours sincerely

*** ***
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