Dear Department of Work and Pensions

 

Copy to *** *** ***   *** *** ***
 

As someone who has Parkinson's disease, I was interested to receive information from Parkinson's UK about possible reductions to mobility payments.  I intend to maintain my ability to move around independently for as long as possible and try to remain as fit as possible.  I cannot imagine anything worse than having to rely on other people to perform basic tasks or to take me around and so it is very important to me that any future legislation or guidance works to help people maintain their mobility, independence and also the dignity that goes with it. 

 

By the Department’'s own admission you already have a workable measure: 50 metres is considered to be the distance that an individual is required to be able to walk to achieve a basic level of independence, such as the ability to get from a car park to a supermarket.  If government restricts enhanced PIP mobility payments to only those who can walk 20 metres and no further, it is clear that many people with Parkinson’s will lose out. Many thousands of people with Parkinson’s rely on high rate mobility payments for getting around as their mobility gets worse. Most of these people, like me, will hate any restriction on their freedom of movement but know that the nature of a chronic and progressive disease makes it inevitable.  Surely the role of government should be to help people with Parkinson’s maintain their independence rather than confining them to their homes.  

 

Is the desire to make money part of this?  We all realise that there are many demands on the health and social services budgets.  But it may well be cheaper in the longer term to maintain the PIP payments if they help to maintain many peoples' independence.

 

I would, therefore, urge the Department to introduce fairer criteria that enables someone with difficulties walking up to 50 metres to get the enhanced rate of mobility PIP

 

Yours faithfully

 

*** ***

*** *** ***

***

*** *** ***

 

