Dear Sir or Madam

· I am a disabled person and I do not leave the house without my wheelchair as I can only walk a few metres without pain and needing to sit down again.  

· However I can walk and struggle short distances and might even manage 20 metres in extreme pain.  

· The criteria for the assessment sounds very vague.  

· An assessor might not recognise the high level of pain I was experiencing.

· What constitutes ‘repeatedly’?   With how long a rest period between ‘repeats’?  I would require a minimum of 15 minutes to rebuild my stamina to continue what for me is a painful struggle after the first 3 metres.  Progress at this rate would be an utter ordeal from start to finish.  

· I would be extremely worried as to how an assessor would judge such disability with regard to PIP.

· I believe there are many others like me who have negligible distance ability but can heave themselves from their wheelchairs for a few paces under extreme discomfort.  Changing the distance criteria to 20m, will cause suffering on many levels to this group of people that struggle to remain not utterly bound to their wheelchairs.

Please reconsider the distance you have set and retain it as 50m.  Such a distance establishes the ability to walk a ‘useful’ distance. 

Yours faithfully

*** *** *** ***
