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I am very concerned at the Moving around activity of 20 metres within the current PIP assessment criteria.  I find DLA incredibly useful to me at present, and would suffer greatly if it were withdrawn.  I have now had to give up work due to my mobility difficulties and MS fatigue, and do not have any income of my own now.  By receiving DLA, I do not have to ask my husband for money to cover the additional expenses I face, due to my disability.   He has taken early retirement in order to look after me, and is therefore on a fixed income from his occupational pension.   So far, I have been able to save up for a *** all terrain mobility scooter so I can join my husband and dog on trips into the countryside and into our local town.   Because of my MS, and my resulting stance, I regularly experience back and shoulders problems, and I can use my DLA to pay for oesteopath and massage sessions.  I also buy ankle braces as my ligaments are shot.

I am now losing my confidence driving as a result of weak legs, and am due to book an assessment to see how adaptions can be made to my car to allow me to regain a certain amount of independence as I am reliant on my husband and friends to ferry me round.  Once I have been assessed, I will be able to afford to have those adaptions carried out, and probably pay a higher insurance premium, should I still qualify for the enhanced component of PIP and be entitled to free road fund licence.   Without that, I fear I will have to give up my car. 

With MS, one may be able to walk 20 or 50 metres slowly with a stick, but my legs tire very quickly in a cumulative way and I will then be unable to venture far for the rest of the day.

Without the enhanced component of PIP I will become more isolated, and not able to enjoy life to the extent that I can with DLA

Yours sincerely,
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