30/06/2013

 

Sir/Madam,

 

I write to you regarding the consultation process. I wish to make the following statement:

 

I am aged ***, I have worked in a variety of fields, including housing and as a community worker and social worker and youth worker. As you will gather from this, I have several degrees and passes in a variety of subjects at college level.  Up until (apprx) ten years ago I worked in a variety of fields, then it was discovered that the pain I had experienced for some years was a far, far more serious condition than anyone had realised. I was given an MRI: in essence, the lumbar region of the spine no longer had a single element that had not been damaged.  Some of the debris from this condition now impinged into the spinal column itself causing extreme pain. As an experiment I was given what I believe are called "nerve blocks". This experiment failed. My consultant then informed me that there was nothing more that could be done surgically to improve my condition. The reason for this is that the damaged areas were too large.

Since then I have had to live on benefits, as well as suffering the indignity of one ATOS employee claiming that I could possibly work-at some point in the future.  This decision was immediately overturned when my Consultant, my GP and my MP entered the discussion. You see, the pain is extreme if I sit, if I stand and if I try to walk at all. The only treatment possible is the highest level of *** my GP is allowed to prescribe, backed up with the highest level of *** she is allowed to prescribe.  This cocktail of opiods and opiates, combined with laying down virtually all the time releaves the pain.  I repeat -in case you missed it, or I wasn't clear enough: I cannoth SIT (for more than say 15 mins), I cannot STAND (without severe pain) and I cannot WALk (without even more severe pain).   Therefore I use a motability car. This allows me to travel short distances.  Without this car I will be unable to visit my GP -even though she is only 7-8 mins away, I will be unable to collect my meds (distributed at the GP's surgery) I will be unable to visit my dentist -  I will never see my elderly parents, children or grandchildren. I will be unable to drive my wife to local shopping centres (and all of these locations are just a few minutes away) and therefore we will be unable to eat.

I do not think my situation is in any way unique. I am not trying to get any special consideration.  I just ask that people like me, who depend totally on our motability vehicles, are protected from any further changes affecting our right to make use of the Motability system).

 

*** *** *** *** ***
 

