Dear Department of Work and Pensions

Many thousands of people with Parkinson's rely on high rate mobility payments for getting around as their mobility gets worse.

If the Government restricts enhanced PIP mobility payments to only those who can walk 20 metres and no further, it is clear that many people with Parkinson's will lose out. 

By the Department's own admission 50 metres is considered to be the distance that an individual is required to be able to walk to achieve a basic level of independence, such as the ability to get from a car park to a supermarket.

The Government should be helping people with Parkinson's maintain their independence rather than confining them to their homes.

I would like the Department to introduce fairer criteria that enables someone with difficulties walking up to 50 metres to get the enhanced rate of mobility PIP.

 

My Mum can sometimes walk a little, and sometimes can’t walk at all as she freezes and has to *** *** *** to ‘reset’ her brain so she can start again. She can make it through the house, but it takes her about 3 times longer than it did before her Parkinsons had progressed. She struggles to walk to her Grandson when he wants something, and then struggles to pick him up because of her twitches etc. Mum is already suffering from depression linked to her Parkinsons, but being able to maintain some independence helps her somewhat. Cutting this will, in effect, leave her isolated. She has worked as a civil servant all her life, brought up 3 kids who have gone into ***, *** and 
*** *** (1 who is severely disabled) and hasn’t claimed anything. A fairer criteria will help her maintain her life as an individual, and try to keep the quality she has – please don’t make my lovely Mum an isolated person in her older years.

 

Kind regards

***
