Dear Sir/Madam

I am writing to strongly request that the 20 metres distance to qualify for the 'Moving Around' section of PIP is scrapped, and the previous distance of 50 metres used to qualify for High Rate DLA is retained.

The guidelines for DLA stated that, “50 metres is considered to be the distance that an individual is required to be able to walk in order to achieve a basic level of independence...”  So in 2011 the DWP recognised that being able to walk 50 metres achieved basic independence, but now in 2013 has reduced this to 20 metres - knowing now that 428,000 are going to lose their financial assistance in relation to their mobility, and therefore significantly reduce their independence.

This reduction will have a significant impact on people with mobility issues and cause a drastic increase in hardship and a reduction in both independence and dignity.  It is also highly likely to cause many people with disabilities to become housebound without the support and adaptations they require to live their lives.

The 50 metres is currently widely used in other areas of assessment such as the blue badge, and in official guidance in relation to accessible environments and disabled parking spaces.  This distance is also generally accepted by the disabled community and charities.  

People who receive High Rate Mobility DLA (and soon PIP) generally use these funds to maintain their independence - whether through the additional costs of journeys made on public transport, or by swapping the money for a wheelchair, scooter or adapted car.  If you change this criteria then many people are going to lose access to their wheelchair or adapted car.  This will then prevent people from being able to reach their GP, hospital and other medical assistance; to socialise; shop; work or volunteer.  By preventing people from accessing their workplace, you will also stop taxes from being generated. 

I know if I lost my adapted car, I would be housebound - as my wheelchair can't go on buses, and I would not be able to afford taxis.  My physical health would worsen as I would not be able to visit my GP, physiotherapist and the many other weekly treatments I require.  My mental health would be significantly impacted also, increasing costs on healthcare elsewhere and in relation to the support required from social care.

I would not simply be able to use another people's car, as my car has been specially adapted for my wheelchair - and has a heavyweight hoist to enable me to transport it.  

I currently fit the guidelines for the reduced distance under PIP, however when I could walk 50 metres - I still heavily relied on my blue badge and adapted car, and would have had to stop working and volunteering immediately.  

People with disabilities have been hit immeasurability by the welfare changes and cuts.  This time - please listen to us and keep the 50 metres.  You will not save any money by making this cut.

Kind regards

*** ***
