	Dear Sir

Please accept the following views on the subject of public consultation PIP change in mobility assessment re:

“We would like to know what people think about the current Moving around criteria, including the current thresholds of 20 and 50 metres; what they think the impact of the criteria will be; and whether they think we need to make any changes to them or assess physical mobility in a different way altogether.

“We are not consulting on the Planning and following journeys activity or any other aspect of the assessment.”

My views: 

At a time when medical, social, and welfare fundings are being drastically cut back - NHS privatisation continue relentlessly, and further cuts seem to stretch endlessly into the future - any reduction in the support to the most vulnerable in our society is to be condemned. 

Instead of looking to shave a little off of the support that we provide to these unfortunate people - we should be looking at ways in which we might be able to provide reassurance and comfort in such bleak times. 

On a purely practical note, we should consider the negative effects of reducing support on the health of these already ill people. Has thought been given to the extra costs to the NHS as to the result of making chronically ill people more stressed and anxious and the multiplier emotional stressor effects on their family, friends, careworkers and colleagues? Have any of these consequences been included in the risk assessment report for these changes? If not, then why not?

From a moral standpoint, surely there are fairer and more humanitarian ways of attempting to save a relatively tiny amount of money than to punish those who have least control over the events in the world, the economic environment and even over their own destiny? Is it fair to ask those who have least, to make sacrifices to pay for the excesses and follies of those who profited and plundered most, yet should have known better?

I urge the government to stop their relentless campaign to stigmatise the infirm and unemployed and to give them the dignity and compassion we would hope to receive if we were to find ourselves in the same situation.

Have this country's Christian values disappeared along with the congregations from our churches? We ignore these core values at our Nation's peril. (Yet I am neither Christian nor religious.)

I hope the government will reconsider making such devastating changes to the care of our most vulnerable.

Yours faithfully
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