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For many years my doctors diagnosed MS but the diagnosis has now been changed to *** disease which presents many similar problems.  I live in constant severe and very debilitating pain.  To get to my mobility car I have an eighty metre walk to my car, I can do this with the aid of sticks, but it is excruciatingly painful, slow going and laborious.  I cannot move home as it would be financially impossible also I rely on the help of a kind neighbour who understands my problems. Getting taxis would make me no better off, I still would have to access them. If I moved it would have to be to a council funded property, thus costing the government more, along with all the extreme expenses that would bring.

I am already suffering from extreme isolation issues as a result of my condition, which includes incontinence, dizziness, speech problems, severe skin lesions, and a great deal more, ranging from respiratory difficulties, arthritis through to neurological problems. The list with *** is endless.

  My Higher rate DLA has allowed me a little bit of life, and independence. Any changes will affect me terribly.  I fight my condition with every inch of my being, but feel most strongly that as I do not give in and like so many others with a chronic disabling condition push themselves to the absolute limit every day , that I will be penalised by a great amount because of new government policies. It surely must be more economically viable to help me maintain as much independence as I can rather than put me in a nursing home which is what I think will happen if I lose my income source, DLA higher mobility or whatever they choose to call it. In fact I do not think I will carry on, as I see no future without the means to look after myself as much as I possibly can.  I have nursed *** *** *** ***, also nursed as a professional, reared two wonderful children who both now *** *** ***, I ask for very little, have no help with rent, am not entitled, and manage on my benefit and DLA.    Costs that are incurred are extra washing, incontinence products, extra complimentary medications, having a meal in a supermarket cafe because I burn myself so often when I cook, specialist equipment to allow me independence, access to disabled swimming which is now expensive in this area,  I sometimes go five or six days without speaking to any one, because I am proud I only ask my neighbour if I am desperate, for example when  I have a bath she will help me as I don't want my son to do that, and  as he is away with *** *** he is only available rarely. My daughter  *** ***.    This government is going to kill me, because if I lose my help and fail any appeal which would exacerbate my condition with the stress, I will take my own life. This is not histrionics but a considered and educated reasoning brought about by governmental policies.  A sign of a civilised society is one that helps it's vulnerable, as I always have done whenI was able, Governmental policies are turning the UK into a society which fails it's vulnerable. They. Should be ashamed.

Yours sincerely,

*** *** *** ***
*** ***
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