If the government is to fulfil its stated aim of enabling disabled people to lead full , active and independent lives, it is essential in my view that the distance benchmark for the enhanced rate mobility component  for PIP is returned to the 50 metres originally proposed, which reflects the distance used for assessment of disabled parking badges, current DLA high rate mobility, location of disabled parking spaces etc.

I have worked as an *** *** *** *** since *** in both the statutory and voluntary  sector and know first hand how crucial being able to get around outdoors is to disabled people's independence and health and well being.  Independence and control is key to a feeling of self esteem and a reduction in mobility can often lead to increased isolation, depression and a poorer quality of life.

There is no good evidence to support the use of 20 yards as a benchmark distance criteria and unless this is altered, hundred of thousands of people with severe physical disabilites will be denied the opportunity to lead independent lives and participate fully in society.

Many people who currently rely on their motability cars to get to the shops, the doctors and  to leisure and social activities, or to work, will lose them, and many people who become disabled in future, will not get the help they need to maintain independence.Studies also show that driving increases self confidence and self esteem and feelings of autonomy (Ellaway et al 2003).  A DWP funded qualitative study in 2010 found that one of the benefits of DLA mobility was to enable people to keep jobs and maintain contact with the labour market.

Another issue to consider, is the huge increase in demand on our already hardpressed health and social care services as a result of this tightening of the criteria and consequent  loss of independence and the decline in health of people with disabilities. It is also likely to have a very damaging effect on the car industry.

From an ethical point of view I think it is entirely wrong to reduce the benchmark to 20 metres. From an ecomomic point of view I think it will cost society  far more than it saves in both the long and the short term.

I very much hope that the benchmark distance criteria for the enhanced rate mobility component of PIP will be returned to the original proposal of 50 metres.

Your sincerely,

*** ***
*** *** ***
***,

*** ***
*** *** *** *** *** ( writing in an individual capacity )
