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Dear Sir or Madam
Assessment Criteria for the Personal Independence Payment

As the *** *** *** ***, *** ***, *** & *** I feel I should to respond to the Consultation on the Assessment Criteria for the Personal Independence Payment and have the following observations / comments. 
Disability Living Allowance (DLA) is the main benefit intended to help disabled 
people cover the additional costs of living with a disability, and a significant number of disabled people in *** are in receipt of this benefit.  I am extremely concerned about the degree to which the proposed assessment criteria of the mobility component of the Personal Independence Payment (PIP) has raised the bar for entitlement.

The introduction of the 20 metre rule means that many significantly disabled people who because of the difficulties in their mobility will be deamned to be above the threshold and will lose their entitlement to the higher rate.  A 20 metre limit does not reflect how much a person’s independence can still be impaired by disability even if they were to be able to manage slightly longer distances.

This change has significantly tightened up the criteria for the mobility component of PIP and contradicts well-embedded government guidance that uses 50 metres as a measure of significant mobility impairment (examples include the Blue Badge, DLA and guidance on the built environment). Government projections show that nearly half a million disabled people will lose as much as £33.25 a week or, crucially, access to their Motability vehicle. 

I strongly believe that the impact of the policy will include:

•
Disabled people dropping out of work, education or volunteering activities

•
The increased poverty and isolation of disabled people, with the associated  

           risk of worsening  health

•
Displaced rising costs elsewhere, such as unemployment benefits, the Access   

           to Work Scheme, and further pressure on social care and the NHS

This change will also place additional financial pressure on *** ***. Disabled people who no longer qualify for the enhanced rate mobility component may be forced to fall back on local services for support at a time that we are already facing considerable financial constraints. The additional mobility needs of disabled people will not disappear simply by tightening the criteria and are likely to be pushed elsewhere, resulting in a significant impact on services such as local transport schemes and social care support. 

According to the Department for Work and Pension’s figures , 55% of DLA claimants will have no award or a reduced award once the roll out of PIP has been completed.  This means 450,000 disabled people will have no disability benefit entitlement at all and 510,000 disabled people will have a reduced award. 

This criteria does little to reflect that many who are currently in receipt of DLA are also in employment. The payment is an important addition to many who if they were to lose entitlement could not afford personal independence in getting to work provided through such schemes as Motability and would not be able to cope with public transport. Disabled people face extra costs related to managing their impairment that amount, on average, to approximately an extra quarter above normal expenditure. Removal of help to meet those costs will have a serious impact on disabled people’s capacity to take part in ordinary life. Figures suggest the loss of employees from the workforce through changes to DLA could be as high as 50,400, resulting in a possible reduction of £293.3 million in tax receipts to the Treasury.

The government says cuts are needed because the number of DLA claimants has risen by 35% but the majority of these claims are from children and older people who will not be affected by the changes rather than working age claimants who will.  Without the enhanced rate many disabled people will lose their Motability vehicles, leaving hundreds of thousands of disabled people potentially stranded and isolated. 

The abolition of DLA and the introduction of PIP is an alarming move away from the principles of personalisation and social inclusion, removing independence and disabled people’s capability to work and participate in society. 

I strongly urge that the Government re-assess the impact of these changes both on individuals and on society as a whole and return to a more reasonable assessment criteria that will ensure that people are not unfairly penalised and lives dramatically changed for the sake of a few metres.

Yours sincerely 

*** *** ***
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