Dear Sirs,

I am writing to express my views to the new consultation on the Mobility component of PIP.

I have cerebral palsy and use a wheelchair and a few years ago was awarded DLA for life. This includes the higher rate for mobility, which I use for a Motability car, to enable me to live independently and get to and from my place of work and other facilities.

I am very concerned about the recent massive change that the DWP suddenly announced (after the consultation) for the walking distance criteria for the enhanced mobility component of PIP from “cannot move...up to 50 metres” to “can move no more than 20 metres”. 


If the walking distance is set at 20 metres, I will lose my eligibility for help from the Motability scheme. This will mean that I will lose my adapted car, my Blue Badge for disabled parking, eligibility for help with adaptations to the car, and eligibility for a disabled parking space outside my home. 


The distance of 20 metres is only that of 2 buses and clearly being able to walk this far does not allow any practical mobility outside the home. Many disabled people have high mobility costs and will not be able to travel to the places they need to get to for a normal life.


I am worried that without a car, my life would be much more difficult and expensive as there is no public transport from where I live to my place of work, to places where I can go for meals (I cannot cook), social engagements, medical practitioners etc.

If I no longer qualify for a Motability car, my independence will be affected. DLA was set up in recognition of the extra costs involved for those “virtually unable to walk” and the qualifying distance has always been 50 metres. Clearly, the recent reduction to a qualifying distance of 20 metres is a step backwards for disabled people, their independence and their integration into society.


I am asking you to consider my comments and to change the walking distance criteria for the enhanced component of the Moving Around activity to 50 metres.

Yours sincerely,

 

*** ***
