Dear Department of Work and Pensions
 

I am contacting you having heard recently of the proposed changes to mobility payments.
Many times in the day I have great difficulty walking or even moving due to severe stiffness which is inherent in Parkinson's.  I also suffer many *** *** *** *** *** which can make things extreemly difficult on a bad day.  I greatly value the mobility payments I get to help ease the daily problems I face.
Many thousands of people with Parkinson’s rely on high rate mobility payments for getting around as their mobility gets worse.
If the Government restricts enhanced PIP mobility payments to only those who can walk 20 metres and no further, it is clear that many people with Parkinson’s will lose out.
By the Department’s own admission 50 metres is considered to be the distance that an individual is required to be able to walk to achieve a basic level of independence, such as the ability to get from a car park to a supermarket.  
Sometimes I can make it to the supermarket, only to have to immediately turn back to the car as I cannot walk round the shop by that time.  This condition is something that appears to have been overlooked if the criteria is rigidly adheared to!
The Government should be helping people with Parkinson’s maintain their independence rather than confining them to their homes.
I would like the Department to introduce fairer criteria that enables someone with difficulties walking up to 50 metres to get the enhanced rate of mobility PIP.
From a Parkinson sufferer for *** years, *** *** ***.
