The consultation question is:  

What are your views on the Moving around activity within the current PIP assessment criteria?

Response:

The consultation relates specifically to the proposal to reduce the assessment criterion for PIP enhanced mobility from 50m to 20m. For me this would simply be disastrous. I have ME/CFS, which significantly limits my lifestyle and ability to cope for myself. I can walk up to 50m  on a "good" day, but have days I can't walk at all. I am *** years old.

Currently I am able to walk sufficiently far to access my Motability car. Because I am entitled to this under DLA HRM I am able to get about, access health and other services and have an, albeit limited, social and independent life.

If the limit drops to 20m as proposed under PIP I would lose my car and would become wholly housebound and unable to access even essential services. I would find it almost impossible to feed and look after myself and would most likely require expensive home or residential care.

In a recent letter to me, Ms McVey told me that the choice was made to "ensure that support is focussed where it is most needed, on those disabled people who face the greatest barriers to living an independent life". I cannot see how reducing the limit from 50m to 20m achieves this aim, and in fact the contrary applies. If you reduce the limit then you place much greater barriers on me.

I would make two further points, not specifically about my own circumstances. The difference between being able to walk 19m and, say, 25m is not great. Most of us disabled would dearly love to be able to do just a little more for ourselves. What is the incentive for us to try? And had you thought that a lot of people who can/could drive a Motability car might need to be able to walk a short distance to access it?

I finish by telling you that my health has deteriorated quite a bit because of the fear and uncertainty over this chance in benefits. I am more ill because of it! If this change takes place I might as well be dead.
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