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I have recently qualified for higher rate DLA and the thought of losing it again so quickly is frightening. Over the last few years my Multiple Sclerosis has worsened, but as with most people with MS these symptoms can be variable. I can walk over 50 metres some days but then *** or *** *** might mean I can't manage for the next few days. Also I can not use buses as my balance is very poor and I feel sick and dizzy whenever I have tried. 

I had got to the point of only going out once or twice a week due to using my car or taxis being too expensive as well as anxiety. In the couple of weeks since I got the higher rate DLA I have been able to stop and buy bread because of the blue badge; to go to lunch with other people with MS in *** *** as I was able to drive and park outside; to drive myself to the ***and ***. These things would have been either very difficult or impossible without the money to run the car and the blue badge. They are also normal every day things which I should not be excluded from because of my disability.

The proposed change to the measure of how far someone can walk seems wrong in that the old measure only allows minimal activity without a wheelchair and for that to be reduced means that many people won't be able to live any kind of normal life.

I hope to return to work and believe having the higher rate is a very important part of that so does the government think I should stay dependent on benefits instead?

Yours sincerely,

*** *** 

*** ***

cc: 

*** *** *** *** *** 

*** *** *** *** ***
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