Dear Sir/Madam
 
I am writing to express a strong objection to the reduction in distance that a person should be able to 'walk' to qualify for the new Enhanced Mobility rate under PIP. I am of the opinion that the previous 50m guidance should remain. I base this opinion on both personal and professional experience. 
 
Personal: 
I am a disabled person, currently in receipt of an indefinite award of HRM DLA, and can walk up to 40m with crutches on a good day. I use a wheelchair for the vast majority of time outside of the house, and am classed as a full time wheelchair user by the NHS Wheelchair Services. However, they do not have wheelchair in their range which meets my complex needs, so I have to top-up the cost of a new one every 3-5yrs - and cover the maintenance/repairs - using my DLA.
 
In addition, I can't get around and use public transport - even in my wheelchair - and need to drive for work, so have to have an adapted car. I need a larger, higher-spec car than standard to accommodate the *** *** and *** ***, which impacts on the ongoing insurance and running costs, on top of the purchase price. The adaptions are an additional £1,500-£2,000 on top. All is funded using my DLA.
 
Under the new plans, as I can walk over 20m, I would not be entitled to the Enhanced Mobility Rate, inc. access to Motability and other passported assistance. Baring in mind the severe mobility problems I have, this seems nonsensical . 
In terms of enabling people to live their lives independently, without a suitable wheelchair & a car, I would be unable to work, *** *** *** or *** *** *** ***.
 
*** 
I *** in the *** *** ***access/special needs facilities, and undertake a lot of *** *** *** ***. I am also a *** of the *** *** ***, and so advise the *** on disabled access and run the *** ***. 
As such, I also work with a large number of people who have mobility problems.
 
I can categorically say that many more people would struggle to participate in society and live independently if the qualifying distance for Enhanced Rate was reduced. Many of our regular *** *** would not even be able to access our services.
 
In addition, in the design of the built environment, everything in terms of Building Regulations, etc. is based on the assumption that *** *** ***for disabled people are 40-50m. That is what is considered 'reasonable', and is widely used in new developments. There are also a large number of older developments that still have poorer standards as well. 
If people who are unable to walk between 20-50m are not given help via the Enhanced Mobility Rate, then they will face many barriers negotiating even the new so-called 'DDA/Equality Act Compliant' building.
 
Kind Regards
*** ***
 
(NB Please remove my name, email address and any other identifying information from this email, if the consultation responses are published/released to the pupil).
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