Dear Sirs,

I am emailing in response to your Consultation on PIP assessment Moving around activity.

My husband *** suffers from Parkinson's disease. He is *** years old and has had it since he was ***.

In the *** years he has had it, his condition has deteriorated as you would expect from a degenerative neurological illness. His mobility, cognition and general physical health have all deteriorated.

We are both very concerned about the assessment process for PIP and it's affect on him.

Because of the nature of the illness and its fluctuating degree of disability on any given day we are concerned he cannot be fairly assessed.

*** may have a day where he can walk 50 metres with his walking stick without too much discomfort but the next few days he may not be able to do it. In fact there are many days when he definitely wouldn't be able to do this without significant discomfort. 

Our immediate concerns are that the criteria have been changed for the distance able to walk , when for Parkinson's sufferers this can change greatly from day to day. It seems grossly unfair that a person with a degenerative neurological disorder is being subjected to assessment criteria that are quite simply unsuitable for their condition.

The ability to walk should be kept at 50 metres for the enhanced rate , like DLA, and this would help those genuinely in need of enhanced support for mobility and Parkinson's people already meeting that criteria will never be able to improve from it because their illness is by it's very nature degenerative. A 20 metre threshold is unfair and would put many Parkinson's people at great risk.

Kind regards,

*** *** ( Mrs )

*** *** ***
*** *** ***
