Dear Department of Work and Pensions

 

Many thousands of people with Parkinson’s rely on high rate mobility payments for getting around as their mobility gets worse.

 

If the Government restricts enhanced PIP mobility payments to only those who can walk 20 metres and no further, it is clear that many people with Parkinson’s will lose out.  Consider how difficult life might be for those who would then be unable to get unaided to the GP surgery, the shops, the cinema - in fact to live a life that others would consider perfectly normal and their due right.

 

By the Department’s own admission 50 metres is considered to be the distance that an individual is required to be able to walk to achieve a basic level of independence, such as the ability to get from a car park to a supermarket.

 

The Government should be helping people with Parkinson’s maintain their independence rather than confining them to their homes.  This is a degenerative, debilitating and restricting illness and its severity does not still seem to be properly recognised.   We should be helping people to be able to live in the community, not shutting them away in isolation which is what the 20 metre rule would mean for many.

 

I would like the Department to introduce fairer criteria that enables someone with difficulties walking up to 50 metres to get the enhanced rate of mobility PIP.

 

Thank you for your time.   *** ***
 

