

The government’s proposed option for the ‘moving around’ criteria concerning PIP, is both biased and unwarranted. This is clearly another underhanded tactic that has been spawned by an office that has little understanding of the day-to-day problems of a vulnerable society.
Spinal Stenosis UK is, to say the least, already shocked and horrified, that sufferers of this incurable spinal disease are already being found ‘fit to work’ through ESA assessments. Now we find that the government wishes to move the goal posts concerning PIP, which we find extremely tactless and unethical. This only exacerbates what disabled people are already going through regarding the welfare reform as a whole.
The blinkered vision of the government shows to be no more lenient than that of Victorian workhouses. As the new proposed 20 metres is no longer than the length of two buses, this would only serve to benefit you in keeping the cost of the welfare budget down further.
This shows an entire lack of empathy on your part and only fuels the already seeded lack of confidence in this government. Too many disabled people will fall through the safety net if you change the criteria from 50 metres, adding them to the poverty numbers which are already growing due to the austerity measures. We feel that this change would not be made in the interests of the disabled but merely concerns targets being achieved. With less people receiving the adequate PIP, an essential part of getting to hospital/doctor/dentist appointments, accessing towns for weekly food shopping, as well as for socialising with friends and family, these people would become reclusive. This change would not improve the quality of life the disabled wish to retain, but enchain them to a life of solitude. 
The government needs to be made aware that if a disabled person is at all able to walk, whether it is 20 metres (as the change proposes) or 50 metres, this does not entitle them to strip that person of much needed financial aid as a result. You fail to consider the amount of time a disabled person takes to achieve this goal, whether it is physical or mental stress.
In the case of spinal disease sufferers, this test as a whole, the excruciating pain and mental torture inflicted as a result. We are sure that the same can be said for most, if not all, disabled people being subjected to this already medieval, barbaric onslaught.
We are therefore proposing that the ‘Moving Around’ component is kept at 50 metres to keep it slightly, if not adequately, fair to all disabled people. We support the disabled charities and organisations that oppose the change and hope that the government realise who the safe-guarders of the disabled, as it appears not to be them-selves at this present time.
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