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Friday 2nd August, 2013
Response to the DWP’s Consultation on new Personal Independence Payment Mobility Criteria
We are deeply concerned that the new stricter PIP Mobility Criteria will bring a reduction in eligibility to the enhanced rate of financial support. Among its many negative impacts, this will certainly bring about a profound loss of independence for many of our already vulnerable residents.
Under the regulations, physically disabled people of working age who can move unaided more than 20 metres, to an acceptable standard, repeatedly and in a timely fashion are not entitled to the enhanced rate mobility component of PIP and therefore lose access to the Motability scheme. 

This means that vital financial support will be withheld or withdrawn from hundreds of disabled people in Lambeth. They will lose up to £1,800 a year of support and/or access to their Motability vehicle.
Lambeth Council disagrees with the introduction of such stringent criteria. The current PIP test is so limited that it will create a situation where only those whose mobility is virtually non-existent will qualify for support.

Depriving disabled people of support for independent mobility is likely to increase costs elsewhere in the public sector, especially in health and social care services. Whilst the Government is clearly concerned about managing overall levels of welfare expenditure, it is important to note that money spent on other services will NOT compensate disabled people for the loss of their independent mobility. 

Lambeth Council provides a benefit advice service for older people and people who have long term health problems or disabilities called Every Pound Counts.  Since 2007 the service has assisted with over 1,100 DLA mobility claims. The advisers who work in that service report that 50 metres is often used as the benchmark to determine whether a claimant is “virtually unable to walk”.
We are concerned sufficient consideration has not been given to the costs of adopting overly restrictive mobility criteria both to the individual and to local authorities. If people with significant mobility difficulties lose their support for independent mobility, their needs will increase and they are likely to need other support. 

We are calling for a rigorous assessment of the effects on disabled people’s lives if they lose their independent mobility under PIP. We are also asking for an assessment of the impact of PIP in combination with other welfare reforms along with the additional costs this will place on Local Authorities through the support they offer to their most vulnerable residents.
We sincerely hope that the Government will reconsider this measure.
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