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First of all, we would like to disagree with the time given for this response.   We do not think that six weeks was sufficient time to consult with our members. Although alternative formats were provided, it took a long while to receive this document.

1.4.   We were represented on the Consultative Committee when the regulations were drawn up for the "Getting Around" prescriptors for PIP.   There was no mention of the 20 metre restrictions that are mentioned in the regulations.   

The National Federation of the Blind would accept that all registered blind people should qualify for the enhanced rate of the Moving Around component. However, we recognise that people with partial sight who are registered partially sighted, or just have poor vision, may have more difficulty in getting around and qualifying for the Getting Around component.   Many people in this category may have physical disabilities, such as diabetes and arthritis.   

People with diabetes very often lose the sensitivity in their feet and fingers, which would definitely limit their walking ability.   

Under Section 4.14 you talk about surfaces, indoors and out of doors, and this is where these people suffering with numbness in their feet may well be restricted to walking 20 metres, and may well qualify for the enhanced rate of the benefit. Indoor surfaces may be slippery, because of tiled and polished floors. Even badly fitted carpets, rugs, etc, could restrict walking ability. Out of doors, very few, if any, pavements are flat.   Most have cracks and are broken, which will restrict a person with this physical mobility problem.

This category of people may well not be able to drive, because of the numbness in their feet and fingers and, therefore, would not be able to walk to public transport and, therefore, would need the enhanced rate to pay for taxis for them to get around.   

Many people with diabetes and arthritis are unable to hold a walking stick or other walking aid, and this should also be taken into account when making their assessment.   

We would welcome the opportunity to discuss this with you.

MRS JILL ALLEN-KING, OBE 
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