Dear Sir / Madam,

I am writing to submit a response from the national domestic violence charity, Refuge, to the current consultation on the Personal Independence Payment (PIP) assessment ‘moving around’ activity. Please see below for a short statement. 

I would be grateful if you could acknowledge receipt of this submission.

Best,

Elaine

T: 020 7395 7727

Refuge response to PIP assessment ‘moving around’ activity consultation

Refuge is the country’s largest provider of specialist domestic violence services for women and children. Our national network of services supports over 2,800 women and children on any given day. A considerable number of our services users have disability issues. Research shows that disabled women can be at greater risk of domestic violence and often face additional barriers in accessing safety and support.

Refuge does not support the proposal to reduce the eligibility for the mobility element of the Personal Independence Payment to ‘standing and being able to walk for 20 metres’ (a reduction from 50 metres). We are concerned that a large number of disabled people with limited mobility will no longer be eligible for mobility costs (and other related allowances, such as mobility vehicles) if this proposal is implemented. It will, therefore, reduce individual ability to remain independent in the community, manage daily life, work and take part in a wide range of ordinary activities - with significant implications for the support of older people and younger disabled people. Refuge is particularly concerned that this proposal may negatively impact disabled women experiencing domestic violence – rendering them even more vulnerable to abuse and financial control at the hands of their perpetrators.

