I am writing on behalf of Weston and North Somerset Disability Information Advice Line.  The following views express both those of our committee and volunteers as well as many of our clients.  I am a disabled person myself as are most of our volunteers.  As we understand it being able to walk no further than 50m will no longer automatically entitle our clients to the higher rate mobility component.  We realise that some of our clients in this situation will still receive the higher rate if they need prompting to avoid distress.  However not all our clients currently on the higher rate would need this additional support and so we worry that they will have this entitlement removed.  

We understand that the reasoning behind the 20m limit for automatic entitlement to the higher rate has been set because it is the distance you deem is needed to function within the home.  This seems to rather change the philosophy behind the benefit.  It would imply that those who cannot leave the house and struggle to move around the home will get the most support.  However previously the care component has dealt with walking around the home and help within the home.  The mobility component was expressly for transport costs relating to outside of the home.  In fact the DWP were able to deny entitlement if it was found a claimant did not leave the home.  We are confused, then, as to what this component is for.  Is it to provide transport costs for outside the house or is it to provide care to move around the home.  If the latter this is a rather confusing change and makes us wonder why there are still two components at all.  If the former then we recommend keeping the limit at 50m as this is considered by your own experts to be the minimum distance someone needs to be able to mobilise in order to leave the home.

We would also like to take this opportunity to make some general comments about the wider impact of these reforms.  We feel disabled people are being unfairly discriminated against.  They are taking the brunt of the burden of cost cutting.  We feel this is a political decision.  Disabled people have been chosen as an easy target and a scapegoat for the global recession.  

Thank-You

Debbie Marriner

Welfare Rights Worker

Weston and North Somerset DIAL

