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Dear (REDACTED

RE:	RESPONSE TO CONSULTATION ON PERSONAL INDEPENDENCE PAYMENT ASSESSMENT MOVING AROUND ACTIVITY

We are the Northern Ireland Public Service Alliance who represent members who work in all areas of the Public Sector.  We currently have over 21,000 members who work in the Civil Service and some of  this  number work in Disability and Carers Service which currently operates the current Disability Allowance Benefit.

At our Trade Union Conference this year a motion was passed condemning the Welfare Reform Agenda and it is within that context that we are responding to the consultation document.

There can be no doubt that the number one objective for Personal Independence Payment is to cut the projected Disability Living Allowance spend by 20% from figures projected for 2015/16.  This will in essence mean that there will be 1.7m people in receipt of Personal Independence Payment from an estimated 2.2m people who would have been receiving Disability Living Allowance.

Given the fact that up to 500,000 disabled people will no longer be in receipt of a benefit they previously would have been allowed, cannot in any fashion be described as a step forward in the campaign to give greater independence to disabled people.  This slashing of funding will only isolate further those of the most vulnerable in society.

In relation to the specific consultation document, as we have stated in previous consultations the arbitrary distance of 20 metres is restrictive and should be increased to at least 50 metres.  Within the consultation document at para 4.10 to 4.16 an explanation is given as to how the “moving around”  criteria is to be applied, we do not feel this goes far enough, the phrases safely, repeatedly, in a reasonable time period and to an acceptable standard should be used in the narrative at each of the assessment criteria.  Also the phrase “to an acceptable standard” needs further explanation as it is open to interpretation.

We also are of the opinion that there needs to be some recognition given as to how a person moves around indoors.  We do not believe that walking outside on a level surface can automatically be classed as more difficult than moving around indoors for all people.  It is important that the needs of all disabled people are considered and for some people moving around within their own home is their greatest barrier, this has to be considered when addressing people’s mobility needs.

In relation to paragraph 3.5 within the consultation document there is a clear indication that cost will ultimately be the deciding factor.  We believe that the needs of the individual should be paramount and to base decisions on a cost only basis will relegate some disabled people further into poverty.  In order to make the benefit more sustainable a concerted overhaul of the taxation system is required to ensure those individuals and companies who avoid or evade paying tax are brought to task, this will as a result generate funds that can be used to enhance the lives of disabled people in a constructive manner.

I hope you find these comments helpful.

Yours sincerely



JOHN TOAL
Deputy Section Secretary
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