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Diane Clarke

Social Security Policy and Legislation Division

Department for Social Development

Level 1, James House

2-4 Cromac Avenue

Gasworks Business Park

Ormeau Road

Belfast
BT7 2JA
26th July 2013

I enclose Niacro’s response to the DWP consultation on the Personal Independence Payment assessment, Moving around activity.
Niacro is a voluntary organisation, working for over 40 years to reduce crime and its impact on people and communities.  Niacro provides services for and works with children and young people; with adults in the community and with people in prison and their families, whilst working to influence others and apply all of our resources effectively.  


Niacro receives funding from, and works in partnership with, a range of statutory departments and agencies in Northern Ireland, including criminal justice, health, social services, housing and others.  

We welcome the opportunity to respond to this consultation and are keen to engage further if that would be helpful. If you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact us.

We look forward to receiving the final policy document.

Yours sincerely
Olwen Lyner
Chief Executive
Enc

A response by Niacro

to
Personal Independence Payment – Further Consultation on the Moving Around Activity

What are your views on the Moving around activity within the current PIP assessment criteria? 

Niacro responded to the Department’s Personal Independence Payment: assessment thresholds and consultation in early 2012. Our response contained the following comment regarding Activity 11- Moving Around:

‘The descriptors for this activity do not take account of the pain or discomfort a person would experience moving around. The phrasing and language used has moved away from a person’s ability to walk to a person’s ability to move. The time, speed, and manner of walking are not recognised in the descriptors. The descriptors do not reflect the reality for many with mobility difficulties who are able to walk short distances but need to stop and rest to recuperate or recover composure before being able to continue.’
We welcome the fact that the criteria now considers a person’s ability to move from a standing position, and that the use of self propelled manual wheelchairs and motorised wheelchairs has been removed as a consideration. 

The threshold distances of 20 metres and 50 metres offer the decision maker objective measurements against which to assess a claimant’s entitlement to Personal Independence Payment at the standard or enhanced rate.
However, we continue to have concerns about the application of the assessment of whether a claimant can carry out the activity safely, in a reasonable time period, to an acceptable standard and repeatedly.  
The definition of “safely” – in a manner unlikely to cause harm to the individual or another person, either during or after completion of the activity - is more suited to the Planning and following journeys activity. The definitions of ‘repeatedly’ and ‘in a reasonable time’ are unnecessarily complex and we would suggest might be open to challenge in the future. We argued in our earlier submission that the criteria for ‘safely’, ‘timely’, ‘repeatedly’, and ‘in a timely fashion’ should mirror the guidance and definitions for Disability Living Allowance, and recommend that further consideration is given to this proposal.  

In addition, we recommend that more weight should be given in the descriptors to other factors such as the speed of movement, the manner of walking and the onset of pain or discomfort interrupting movement.   
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