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Experts by Experience




Consultation on the PIP assessment Moving around activity

Bromley Experts by Experience (or X by X for short) is a Disabled People’s User Led Organisation run by and for Deaf and Disabled People and Carers living, working or studying in the London Borough of Bromley.
We are pleased that the government is consulting on the Moving Around activity.
What are your views on the Moving around activity within the current PIP assessment criteria? 

Under the current PIP regulations, physically disabled people of working age (16-64), who can move more than 20 metres - safely, to an acceptable standard, repeatedly and in a timely fashion (without a wheelchair) – are not entitled to the enhanced rate mobility component of PIP (which replaces the higher rate mobility component of DLA) and cannot take advantage of the Motability scheme. 
We disagree with the 20 metre benchmark distance for the following reasons:
· A 50 metre benchmark distance is widely used as a measure of significant mobility impairment – notably in relation to other disability benefits, the blue (disabled) parking badge and in official guidance on creating an accessible built environment, including the location of disabled parking spaces in relation to public and commercial buildings. 

· Most wheelchair users can walk a little, so the use of 20 metres as the benchmark distance runs the risk that disabled people with significant mobility difficulties – people who can walk 20 metres but not 50 metres – lose essential adapted cars or specially converted wheelchair accessible vehicles supplied via the Motability scheme. 

· If disabled people with significant walking difficulties fail to qualify for the enhanced mobility component, and therefore the Motability scheme, they will lose their independent mobility and are very likely to experience social isolation and worsening health. 

· Depriving disabled people of support for independent mobility is likely to increase costs elsewhere in the public sector, especially in health and social care services, due to the need for support to make essential journeys and an increase in ill-health due to isolation and loss of independence. Whilst the Government is clearly concerned about managing overall levels of welfare expenditure, it is important to note that money spent on other services will NOT compensate disabled people for the loss of their independent mobility. 
There are a number of practical reasons why 20 metres is NOT an appropriate walking distance criteria for the enhanced mobility component of PIP: 
· 20 metres simply does not provide a practical level of mobility: 20 metres is a very short distance, approximately equivalent to the length of two buses. There is very little a disabled person can achieve outside their home, without a wheelchair, if they can only walk 20 metres. 

· Some disabled people who can only walk short distances, but use a wheelchair, may lose the specially adapted cars or wheelchair accessible vehicles they need to maintain their independence. This will be much less likely if the qualifying distance is changed to 50 metres. 
· Even in the 1970’s invalid trikes were provided to disabled people who could walk more than 20 metres (but less than about 50 metres); when giving up their trikes, users were assured that they would receive an allowance towards a private car for life. 

Disabled people have been concerned at the apparent intention that only those whose mobility is sufficiently impaired that they are effectively only able to move around indoors/in their own homes would be awarded 12 points (needed for the enhanced rate). We would be opposed to any restrictions which mean that in practice only those who are unable to move around outdoors qualify for the enhanced rate.

Introducing a distance as short as 20 metres contradicts well-established, research based guidance indicating that 50 metres represents an appropriate distance to define the limitations faced by people with significant difficulty getting around. We are not aware of any research justification for the 20-metre distance criteria.

The Government has said all along that PIP is intended to support disabled people’s participation. This will only be possible if the criteria for the Moving around activity allows PIP to meet the independent mobility needs of the hundreds of thousands of disabled people with significant mobility difficulties. Without the enhanced rate disabled people will be prevented from undertaking everyday journeys such as travelling to work, taking their children to school, going shopping, visiting their GP, attending hospital appointments and visiting friends. 
Implementation of a clear 50 metre benchmark distance to determine eligibility for the enhanced mobility component of PIP and therefore the Motability scheme would go a long way towards supporting disabled people’s continued participation.
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