Greenwich Association of Disabled People
Dear Sir/Madam

As the Director of a user led Disabled People’s organisation that provides advocacy for disabled people claiming welfare benefits, I have grave concerns about the current proposals for the Moving About criteria.

There are several key issues of concern:

The 20m rule at (e) on the table (qualifying for 12 points) is unrealistic for several reasons:

 20m is a very short distance. If you look at changes to the Blue Badge criteria as an analogy, we have several case studies where clients have lost their Blue Badge despite seriously limiting conditions. One client has only one kidney, a knee replacement and pains in his feet. He has lost his Blue Badge because he was seen to walk 20m. If a person is able to walk 20m there is no guarantee that they will be able to park their car within 20m of a shop or that a bus stop will be located within 20m of wherever they need to go. 

Many people have impairments that fluctuate on a daily basis. A person with Osteo-arthritis, for example, may be able to walk short distances on one day but be unable to get out of bed on another.

Definition is needed on what is a “reasonable” amount of time for traversing 20m or 50m. This is entirely open to interpretation and leaves room for great inequity. There is also the issue that walking with great effort or pain can result in walking in short bursts so that a person may actually walk faster then need to sit down.

No consideration is given to the need to carry items such as shopping. When a person is assessed they are not assessed while carrying items.

In conclusion, I strongly feel that the criteria for the 12 points should be based on the inability to walk 50m or further.

Thanks

Joanne  

