



Glasgow Disability Alliance
Suite 301, The White Studios
Templeton Business Centre
62 Templeton Street
Glasgow   G40 1DA

0141 556 7103
info@gdaonline.co.uk
@GDA__online


PIP Consultation on the moving around activity – reduction from 50 metres to 20 metres

Glasgow Disability Alliance (GDA) is an organisation led by disabled people and has a membership of over 2000.  GDA has, by far, the biggest groundswell of disabled members in Scotland, if not the UK.  GDA’s mission is to act as the collective, representative voice of disabled people, promoting equality, human rights and social justice. 
 
Glasgow Disability Alliance was established in 2000 and began with a small group of disabled people who were fed up of being ignored by policy makers and feeling excluded from social, civil and political participation in the city. a city-wide organisation was set up to challenge such exclusion and discrimination.

Over the last 13 years GDA has grown into a robust, representative and richly diverse disabled people's organisation (DPO). It is by far, the biggest groundswell of disabled members in Scotland.

GDA are responding to this consultation on behalf of our members, many of whom will be significantly affected by the changes proposed. As an organisation, GDA believes that changing the walking distance from 50 metres to 20 metres for the higher mobility rate of PIP is change which is wrong, counterproductive, inefficient, will cost far more to the public purse in terms of health and social care costs, and will result in disabled people being less independent, having poorer life chances and increasing social isolation which is shown to lead to an early death. It is also likely to significantly affect disabled people in employment, particularly those who rely on their own vehicle to travel to / within work. 
Why the reduction from 50 metres to 20 metres is wrong
· The 50 metre benchmark is widely used as a measure of significant mobility impairment, including for blue parking badges and in official guidance on creating accessible built environment, such as how close parking spaces have to be to buildings. 
· Many people, who can walk a little, 20 metres but not 50 metres, will lose essential vehicles, including adapted cars or specially converted wheelchair accessible vehicles.
· Those who use their higher rate of DLA to hire / purchase a specialist powered wheelchair  scooter will in effect “lose their legs” and the means to travel outside their home.  
· People who fail to qualify for the new mobility component may lose their independent mobility and are very likely to experience greater social isolation.
· Depriving disabled people of independent mobility will increase costs elsewhere due to the knock on effects in health and social care services and breaches their human rights, including the right to Independent Living.
· Many people rely on their higher rate DLA to pay for adaptations to their home or mobility equipment and often have loans based on DLA payments previously awarded as “for life” or “indefinitely”.
· Those people awarded DLA “for life” or “indefinitely” are disabled people with significant levels of impairment and those with lifelong, progressive conditions. It is unfair and unjust for such people to be subjected to further and ongoing assessments.  




We asked our membership of over 2,000 disabled people three key questions about this change:

· Do you get DLA mobility and what does it mean to you?
· What would life be like without it?
· How will these changes affect disabled people in general?

These are a selection of disabled people’s comments:


Do you get DLA mobility and what does it mean to you?
“Yes, it means freedom, independence, choice, control, being involved in the community, social involvement.”
“Yes it means I can go where I want when I want with who I want. I use it to drive.”
“I can only walk on very flat ground. Testing in a nice indoor office does not take account of the fact that most ground outside is uneven, with difficult steps and kerbs. A 3 in kerb can feel like Everest to me. The new limit of 20 metres is unfair and unrealistic. ”
“I have left spastic hemiplegia which leaves me unbalanced.”
“Couldn’t cope without it – would not get out at all.”
“Yes, it means that I can get to and from hospital appointments, interviews, to go shopping etc. It also means that I can go out socialising with my family and friends.”
“Yes, it greatly increases the quality of my life, by enabling me to participate and contribute in my community. It gives me my independence, freedom and gives me greater control of my life.”
“I have an accessible vehicle – if I gave this up it would be I would have to take taxis everywhere and I would not be able to afford that.”
“Yes, I get DLA at high rate mobility. DLA means that I can go out and about, meet friends and live an independent life even though I need support.”
“Allows me to be independent – go out and get shopping.”
“The difference between independence and relying on others to help.”
 “Helps me get to places I can’t otherwise go.”
“DLA and Motability it means I get taken out more and am able to work.”
“If I didn’t get it I would be stuck in the house.”
“Gives me my independence and it helps me to run a car and day to day expenses of being a disabled person.”
“It means I can get around safely from A to B because I have different leg lengths I have a built up shoe and leg brace. Without it I can’t walk out or indoors without my support.”
“Yes helps me financially, enables me to get out and about and keeps me well.”
“Yes I do. It is a life line to me the only way I get out and about is by taxi.”
“My mum gets it for me as she is my carer. It means my mum has a mobility car which helps me around and gives me independence.”
“Yes I get DLA mobility and have a Motability car. Having a car gives me the freedom and ability and ease to get to appointments, do shopping and be able to get out and meet friends.”
“Yes I get DLA and Mobility means a lot as it means I can get out more.”
“Yes, I get the higher rate and it means I get to drive my own Motability car. It’s my legs, my life, my independence, my choice.”
 “I need special footwear that I have to buy myself and I rely on my DLA to pay for these – it’s not always just about cars, it is about the basics – mobility is vital to independence. I would literally be barefoot if I lost my DLA.”
“Higher rate DLA is a passport benefit – for blue badges, bus pass, support for carers, memberships to different clubs / services, reduced prices for services, even things like being able to get free carers tickets for the cinema, etc. There is so much to lose that we rely on.” 

What would life be like without it?
“Isolation, poverty, depressions, suicide, Prozac prescriptions. Unable to contribute to voluntary positions. Local economy suffers as we are unable to go out. Church funds deteriorate and higher costs on social services.”
“Wouldn’t be able to travel to work, it would have a big effect on socialising. If I ever wanted to go to college this would play a big part.”
“I would not be able to get out on my own because I could not afford it so I would be isolated and depressed.”
“A nightmare, because I would not have as much independence to travel around with my mum and dad.”
“I would be socially isolated and unable to do so many everyday things that non-disabled people take for granted. I would be unable to participate in volunteering and lose a lot of social contact with family and friends.”
“It would be difficult to get out and would be boring basically because it helps me get out and to be able to try and get out the house as it is difficult sometimes if I am in pain.”
“I would be isolated; I would be unable to be spontaneous in my life.”
“I would lose networks of confidence and support.”
“I would be stuck in the house relying on family members with cars or even taxis which would cost quite a lot and there is no taxi card scheme to help.”
“It would make my health deteriorate as I wouldn’t be able to go out to a flat surface place such as a shopping centre where I am able to walk then sit at a table.
“Life without DLA would leave me socially isolated, leave me housebound, staring at four walls. I would be financially worse off and leave me back where I was 15 years ago, unhappy and unable to see my friends.”
“I would be housebound.”
“Stuck in the house, would need to give up my car. Poverty stricken, less independent, unable to work.”
“My depression would get worse.”
“Reduction in level of life standards and lifestyle – gives me opportunities to get out and about.”
“It would be terrible.”
“I will have to stop working.”
“I use my DLA to pay for my car, which enables me to stay in work. Without my DLA I could not stay in my job as I can’t use public transport or taxis.”

“I wouldn’t be able to hold down a job, go to college, meet up with my friends and do all the normal things that able bodied people take for granted. I was housebound, isolated and suicidal without it. Public transport is really poor. Glasgow pavements and roads are a mess and really dangerous so having my own car is my only option to live a normal life. I have a walking stick; I can’t carry a week’s shopping home on a bus and can’t afford constant taxis.”
 “I can walk a bit but it causes me great pain and it takes me ages to recover afterwards. Without my DLA, I would lose my car. Ironically, losing DLA would mean I would have to go back to using a wheelchair all the time to get out and about, whereas now I can walk about a bit as I have my car to get me from A to B which saves me pain and conserves energy.” 


How will these changes affect disabled people in general?
“The walking test is almost always done on a flat, smooth surface. This is not the reality. Try walking outside on the uneven pavements and the two inch kerbs to overcome. It is the equivalent of conquering mount Everest and hoping not to fall.”
“Regression.”
“They will become disempowered, unable to work, volunteer and to participate in society in general. It is a false economy as it will put pressure on social care and health budgets. Disabled people will become prisoners in their own homes.”
“Very unhappy, depressed, very isolated, stuck in the house staring at four walls.”
“Less people qualifying is a retrograde step. Ironically more demands on other services.”

“There would be more trips to the GPs.”

“I think in general it would cause a lot of other problems such as a higher number of deaths due to not getting out exercising, people would become lonely, stressed and the number of unemployed people will get higher as people wouldn’t be able to go to interviews.”
“More people housebound, more reliant on social services and the NHS. Increases in mental health problems. Peoples physical conditions getting worse because they can’t get out without support.

“This change will mean more disabled people will be stranded in their homes – this has an effect on peoples mental health and wellbeing.”

“They would be isolated, less social interaction, less independent and many people would have to give up working.”

“It will affect their wellbeing and cause more mental health problems. Stop people from working, taking part in social activities it will cause a lot more exclusion.”

“I think the suicide rate amongst disabled people would increase and more disabled people would be imprisoned in their own homes and feel neglected from society.” 

“It will cause depression, not being able to travel about or education. It could lead to not having a career. It might mean less independent living and more reliant on parents.”

“Makes people depressed and angry as some people need it just to live.”

“My level of DLA was reduced even though I clearly need assistance on a daily basis. On appeal I felt like a criminal who was prejudged as a cheat.”
“Disabled people will become reclusive and lonely. Their health will be affected and it would cost more money in the long run. Disabled people wouldn’t be able to live independently and therefore will rely on others which in turn causes the disabled person to lose their dignity, self-esteem and control of their own lives.” 

Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]Glasgow Disability Alliance feels that the proposal to reduce the assessed limit from 50 metres to 20 metres is unfair and wholly inappropriate. An award of higher mobility rate DLA is crucial to the independence of severely disabled people in all manner of ways – from access to a suitable vehicle or mobility aid, to financing other support, equipment, footwear or meeting the additional living costs one incurs as a disabled person. The impact of losing DLA would be devastating: loss of mobility, loss of employment, reduced employability, negative impact on mental and physical health. It also means the loss of “passported” benefits and services for disabled people and their carers. 
1

image1.jpeg
@

Glasgow Disahility Alliance

Equality, Rights and Social Justice




