Hanover would like to make the following comments regarding the consultation as to whether or not a distance of 20m for the moving around activity is appropriate.

Our concerns are as follows:

· any drop in numbers of claimants receiving high rate mobility when transferred from DLA to PIP or for first time claimants, achieving high rate mobility under PIP, as this may cause undue hardship.

· A loss of high rate mobility or failure to achieve high rate mobility would result in access to Motability being removed, with, in many cases only one months notice. 

· As the criteria for even standard rate mobility component is that an individual cannot stand or walk, aided or unaided for more than 50 metres this severely restricts the ability for an individual to access public transport as bus stops, train stations etc. are most unlikely to be within 50 metres of an individuals home. In addition the low rate mobility payment of £21.00 per week is insufficient for an individual with significant mobility needs to access private transport such as taxis as required.

· Cut off point to achieve 12 points of 20 metres for being able to walk either aided or unaided, is unduly harsh. 20 metres is not a ‘useful’ distance, as it is often no more than walking from a disabled bay in a large supermarket car park to the entrance to the shop, and in fact this distance, from car to shop, can be far greater. It does not promote independence.

· There seems unfairness over the issue of perception and tolerance of pain. Example one shows George scoring 0 points, whereas example 3, sees Juliet scoring 12 points when the difference in being able to walk 250 metres may be the difference between their perception and tolerance of pain. 

Overall, we consider that a 20metre limit is unduly restrictive and that a return to 50metres should seriously be considered.

Thank you,

Sharon Moore
Financial Rights Manager
t: 01457 820231    
m: 07714 973086
www.hanover.org.uk
