

Consultation on the PIP assessment Moving around activity
Introduction
Headway welcomes the opportunity to consult on the new Moving around criteria for PIP, which includes the reduced 20 metre walking threshold for the high-scoring elements. 

Headway is a service user led organisation, representing people with acquired brain
injury (ABI) across the UK and Channel Islands. We have submitted detailed responses to all previous consultations regarding this reform, and have extensive experience of working with people who claim and rely upon DLA.  

Many people with an ABI experience physical disability that impairs their ability to move around.  We are pleased to see that the act of planning and following a journey is to be assessed within the mobility component; planning even seemingly simple journeys can be a significant challenge for people with cognitive problems and  recognising this in the benefit is a positive step forward.

 However, we are concerned about the unexpected, last-minute tightening of the criteria for people who have difficulty with the physical act of moving around.

What are your views on the Moving around activity within the current PIP assessment criteria?

We would like to repeat our strong objections to the reduction of the walking distance to 20 metres for the higher-scoring elements of the Moving around activity. 
 
During the entire consultation process, from the first proposals to replace DLA with PIP in early 2011 to the final PIP thresholds consultation, a walking distance of 50 metres was used to assess people who have severe difficulty with the physical act of moving around.  We felt that this, along with the requirement to be able to do so reliably, provided a much fairer test of disability than the new 20 metre proposal.

Put simply, assessing people’s ability to move around safely and effectively as measured against a 20-metre target will lead to vulnerable people losing vital benefits that are integral to their independence and social and physical wellbeing.

We do recognise the challenge of setting distances for assessments such as this and we understand the challenge of defining severe disability, however we feel that 50 metres is a far more realistic and appropriate measure.  Many wheelchair users can walk a short distance with other walking aids, but this is not enough to achieve independence without the benefits that DLA and PIP offer.

We would like to draw attention to the following excerpt from the final PIP assessment thresholds and consultation response:

"20 metres is considered to be the distance that a claimant is required to be able to walk in order to achieve a basic level of independence in the home such as the ability to move between rooms.

“50 metres is considered to be the distance that a claimant is required to be able to walk in order to achieve a basic level of independence such as the ability to get from a car park to the supermarket."

We are extremely concerned that the reduction to a 20-metre threshold will remove schemes such as Motability, the blue parking badge and other passported benefits from people who the DWP recognises have effectively no independence out of their home.  We feel that this change will remove the independence of many severely disabled people and jeopardise their ability to play an active role in society.  

We do recognise that a person's ability to perform an activity repeatedly, reliably, safely and in a timely manner is to be taken into account, however it is important for assessors and decision makers to also have firm guidance such as well-defined walking distances to ensure consistent assessment, and the distance of 20 metres is simply too short.  

The cost of reducing many of these people to the standard rate of PIP will no doubt be pushed on to other areas, such as Social Services departments providing care and support and employment schemes such as Access to Work and Employment and Support Allowance.  We are also deeply concerned about an increased need for support from organisations such as Headway as essential income is cut.   

Headway calls upon the DWP to restore the 50-metre threshold for the higher-scoring elements of the PIP Moving around activity, ensuring that differentiation between elements, such as the manner in which a person moves, is defined in the descriptors rather than the distance they refer to. 
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