Dear Sir/Madam

ESDA is a user-led organisation working with disabled people in East Sussex. 

Disabled people tell us that living with an impairment is expensive. Many disabled people can't work, or not to the extent they did, and they often spend more money on heating the home, making adaptations, paying for cleaners and getting out of the house.

A short walk to the local shops might be a slow, painful process that leaves disabled people so fatigued they struggle to do their shopping and then find they can't get home, so they may have to use taxis, or buy a mobility scooter, or use a car for many more local trips, they may need to pay for their car to be specially adapted.

Disability benefits like Disability Living Allowance (DLA), or the new Personal Independence Payment (PIP), that are designed to help with the additional costs of living with a disability, are a vital lifeline to people that need them. The decision to restrict the mobility component of the new PIP seems to us to be an unnecessary and thoughtless restriction and will do little to promote the independence of disabled people.

If claimants can walk more than just 20 metres (as opposed to the previous 50metres under DLA) - about the length of two buses, even using aids like sticks - they will no longer qualify for the highest rate of the benefit. 

Nearly half a million disabled people will lose as much as £33.25 a week or, crucially, access to their Motability vehicle, mobility scooter or electric wheelchair. Without this, many won't be able to get to work, training, education, volunteering opportunities  or medical appointments, or even leave their house at all. 

We believe this will lead to increased poverty and isolation of disabled people, along with with the associated risk of worsening health.

The mobility needs of these people will not disappear because they can walk 20 metres and so costs are likely to be pushed to other areas of (potentially more expensive) government spending for example; Access to Work, unemployment benefits, social care and the NHS.

There's no evidence to suggest that 20 metres is the point at which the cost of a disabled person's mobility needs are reduced. Being able to walk an extra 30 metres, or even slightly further than 20, doesn't mean you can get to a bus stop or even get on a bus. It does not mean you no longer have to use a car or scooter to get to your local shop or pick your children up from school.

High streets and shopping centres across the UK are often designed so that, every 50 metres, you'll find a rest area. Even qualifying for a Blue Badge is based on a person's ability to walk 50 metres. There's well-embedded government guidance that suggests it is an appropriate measure of significant mobility impairment.

The Government has said all along that PIP is intended to support disabled people’s participation. It is therefore counterintuitive to develop criteria for the Moving around activity which will take away the independent mobility of hundreds of thousands of disabled people with significant mobility difficulties,

preventing them from undertaking everyday journeys such as travelling to work, taking their children to school, going shopping, visiting their GP, attending hospital appointments and visiting friends.

Implementation of a clear 50 metre benchmark distance to determine eligibility for the enhanced mobility component of PIP and therefore the Motability scheme would go a long way towards mitigating these impacts and supporting disabled people’s continued participation.

Yours faithfully

East Sussex Disability Association

1 Faraday Close, Eastbourne BN22 9BH
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This email is confidential and is intended solely for the individual(s) to whom it is addressed. Any views or opinions presented are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of the East Sussex Disability Association. If you are not the intended recipient, be advised that you have received this email in error and be advised that any use, dissemination, forwarding, printing or copying of this email is strictly prohibited. Although ESDA has taken steps to ensure that this email and any attachments are virus free, we can take no responsibility if a virus is actually present and you are advised to ensure you take appropriate checks.

 Please consider the environment before printing this email
This e-mail including any attachments is intended only for the addressee named above and it may contain confidential or privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient please notify the sender and note that the contents must not be disclosed to anyone else, no copies can be taken and all existing copies must be destroyed. East Sussex Disability Association will not be liable for any error in transmission. You should carry out your own virus checks before opening any attachments. Opinions, conclusions and other information in this message and attachments that do not relate to the official business of East Sussex Disability Association are neither given nor endorsed by it. 

East Sussex Disability Association maintains a policy of email monitoring including spot checks and audits to detect unauthorised use of its email system. Any email may therefore be intercepted. 

