Darlington Association on Disability’s response to the DWP Consultation on the PIP assessment Moving Around activity
Views on the Moving Around activity within the current PIP assessment criteria
DAD is concerned that the assessments will not be carried out in line with the assessment regulations. The guidance to Health Professionals does not follow the regulations.
Current thresholds of 20 and 50 metres
50 metres has been the threshold for so long. Individuals who have jobs and accessed vehicles through the motability scheme will lose out if the threshold is lowered.
Wheelchair services use 20metres threshold as eligibility for a manual chair and 50metres threshold as eligibility for a powered chair if unable to safely self-propel that distance.
On the consultation document, 2.4 contradicts 4.14. The moving around activity is assessed on outdoor surfaces, but 2.4 suggests otherwise, as does the guidance issued to Health Professionals. 
Impact of the criteria
Loss of independence due to an inability to be able to get out or go very far, particularly if unable to use public transport.  Depending on the state of roads/surfaces in the local area, some people will be unable to access even their local shops or facilities. This will in turn affect health and wellbeing and will place greater reliance on health and social care services. Individuals will lose their motability vehicles and in turn could lose their jobs if access to work cannot fund taxi/transport costs. Accessible transport is costly and some areas have little availability of accessible taxis.  Individuals might not be employed in their home town.
Reduction of the 50metres threshold to 20metres will also impact in the same way on those individuals eligible, because of the reduced demand/turnover of motability vehicles caused by the lowering of the threshold. This could lead to the collapse of the motability scheme. The motability scheme would need to be substantially reviewed. 
Assessment of physical mobility
Assessments need to be individualised and not just limited to thresholds.
Health Professionals need a full understanding of barriers experienced by people with mobility impairments.
Consideration needs to be given to outdoor surfaces in the individual’s local area. The type and condition of surfaces, inclines, extent of dropped kerbs etc. all affect ability to get around. In addition, the weather can also impact on mobility. The availability of accessible transport in the local area also needs to be taken into account.
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