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Response to Consultation on the PIP Assessment Moving Around Activity
5 August 2013

DAII works with over 2000 Deaf and disabled people across all impairment groups. It is a disabled people organisation run by and for Deaf and disabled people in Islington.

On 19 July we held a meeting with our members and service users to explore their views and experiences with regard to the moving around consultation question so as to submit a response on their behalf.

Over 20 people attended the consultation and they were all unanimously against  the current threshold of 20 meters.
This is because:

400,000 disabled people will be unable to maintain current quality of life

Those with motability vehicles are likely to lose this essential, crucial independent living life line. 

More people will need to go through a degrading process like the current one for the blue badge.
It will affect passporting to other provisions that have a 50 meters threshold such as the blue badge.
[image: image4.png]%
@® ODisability Action in Islington
0e@®





More people will opt out of their entitlement because of the stress of going through a degrading process. The result will be multiple conditions affected and new conditions developed including increased stress and mental ill health. 
People will lose their access to a Taxi card and a rail card, will become housebound and invisible with increased ill health that will cost more in other ways.
With the lower threshold, disabled people will be denied taking part in leisure and education activities that contribute to all round good health and well being
With the 20 meter threshold, those that fail to get support will become more dependent on the ambulance service to access hospital appointments, at increased costs to the NHS.
With disabled people becoming housebound, their purchasing power will reduce, affecting economic growth.
Disabled people in employment will have to stop working. This goes against every measure that the government is trying to put in place, to reduce the number of disabled people excluded from employment. 

For those who are able to remain in employment, the loss of passported provisions will mean more days off work due to the increased pressure on health and well being. 

This threshold ignores completely the cumulative effect of pain and discomfort. This measure  will penalise disabled people who might be able to walk more than 20 meters on one day, but would not be able to do so on the third and consecutive days. 

How are disabled people supposed to take their children to school? To go shopping? To participate in their community?
The overwhelming view in the meeting was that this is a punitive measure. 

How can disabled people maintain choice, control and the ability to live independent lives that provide for the right to freedom of movement and family life, to good health and improved wellbeing?

Additional General Points
Increased costs elsewhere will not be able to compensate disabled people for the loss of their independent mobility.
We are concerned that the intention is to apply this threshold only to moving indoors, which means that anyone who can go out, but has serious mobility restrictions outdoors will be penalised for being able to leave their home. 

We are concerned that the use of aids and appliances that allow disabled people to walk more than 20 metres will go against them. The use of aids must signify mobility impairment and must not penalise disabled people’s freedom of movement. 

50 meters is embedded into guidance on access to the built environment and is widely used in relation to other benefits. The DfT’s own guidance recommends 50 meters as the distance for seating on pedestrian routes and of parking spaces for blue badge users.

50 meters is also used in assessing entitlement to ESA.

The DfT provides the 50 meter threshold as automatic entitlement to a blue badge. 

There is very little a disabled person can achieve by walking just 20 meters outside their home. 

If wheelchair users or those entitled to adapted cars can just about walk 20 meters, they will lose their entitlement to these crucial provisions. Thus independent living and freedom of movement will be crushed!

During the 1970s, when disabled people gave up their invalid trikes, they were assured that they would receive an allowance towards a private car for life. The 20 meter threshold threatens to renege on this promise.
As DAII members and service users identified above, the costs on other services as a result of withdrawing independent mobility provision will be enormous. Figures from Motability and research undertaken by Oxford Economics - The Economic and Social Impact of the Motability Car Scheme – that analysed the possible cost implications of the mobility criteria for PIP for the economy, including expenditure on other public or third sector services found that:
· Up to £8 million (representing the cost of other means of transport such as Dial-a-Ride, subsidised taxi schemes, hospital transport etc) will be incurred to transport disabled people with significant mobility difficulties to medical appointments (Emergency Stop Section 5, page 9) 


· A reduction in well-being, as those affected are no longer able to travel independently. Using accepted methods of assigning economic value to well-being, this could represent an approximate £800 million economic cost and put extra demands on health and social care services (Emergency Stop Section 9, page 13) 

· The cost to the Access to Work scheme of providing transport to and from work, for example by taxi ; this is likely to be a higher cost than the enhanced rate mobility component and only provides support for journeys to work. 
The government’s aim with PIP was to increase disabled people’s participation. A punitive moving around criteria of 20 meters, that penalises nearly half a million disabled people with the most significant mobility impairments, is completely counter productive. It will prevent them from continuing with their day to day living of taking their children to school, going to work, going shopping, taking part in leisure and education activities, visiting friends and attending GP and hospital appointments. 
Maintaining the 50 meters threshold will mitigate against these negative and multiple impacts and enable disabled people to continue living independent lives.
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Rahel Geffen
Chief Executive
Disability Action in Islington, 90-92 Upper Street, London N1 0NP
Tel: 020 7354 8925, Helpline: 020 7226 0137, Fax: 020 7359 1855 
Email: rahel@daii.org; twitt @DAIIslington
DAII is an organisation run by and for disabled people. We work to raise awareness of disability equality issues and promote a more accessible and inclusive environment. All DAII projects and services are based on the social model of disability. Learn more at: www.daii.org 
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