Enquiries to:  Fiona Campbell ® ®
Direct Dial: 01324 50 6004 Falkirk Council

Date: 31 July 2013 Chief Executive Office

PIP Assessment Development Team Depattment for Work and Pensions
2nd floor, Caxton House

Tothill Street

London

SW1H INA
Dear Sir / Madam
Consultation on Changes to Moving Around Critetia

I am wiiting on behalf of Falkirk Council and in response to the proposed changes on PIP
‘moving around criteria’.

We strongly believe that the new 20 mette rule to qualify for the highest rate of the new benefit,
Personal Independence Payment (PIP), will leave many of those with the greatest needs without
vital support and trapped in their own homes. This is despite the government’s stated intention
that the support provided by the benefit should be targeted at “those who need it most”.

We believe that the policy will lead to disabled people dropping cut of work and education,
increased poverty and isolation and incteased costs in other areas of government spending.

'The 20 metre rule is replacing the qualifying distance of 50 metres, used to assess people for
Disability Living Allowance. It means that if disabled people can walk just 20 metres — even
using aids such as sticks, they will no longer qualify for the enhanced rate of the mobility
component of PIP. This is less than the length of two buses. Those that no longer qualify will
lose at least £33.25 a week ot, crucially, access to theit Motability vehicle.

The government’s own projections show that neatly half a million disabled people will lose out
because of the tightened rles.

We are concerned about the impact this will have on disabled people living in our communities.
In particular, those who wotk or are in education and those who are wortied about how they will
attend doctor or hospital appointments ot, indeed, leave their house at all. The mobility needs of
these people will not disappeat, but are likely to be pushed to other areas of government
spending, such as unemployment benefits, the Access to Wotk Scheme, social care and the NHS.

No evidence has been provided as to why the distance of 20 metres is now being used as a way
of gauging the additional costs individuals face. Indeed, the rule is inconsistent with well-
embedded and researched government guidance which suggests that 50 metres is a more
apptoptiate measure of significant mobility impairment.
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The use of the 20 metre rule is flawed. In evidence gathered by organisations representing
disabled people, many of those that can mobilise for more than 20 metres (but less than 50
mettes) face the same ‘extra cost’ as those that can only mobilise for this distance. No longer
qualifying for the enhanced rate of the mobility component of PIP will have a devastating impact

on theit lives.

We call on you to reinstate the use of a 50 metre qualifying distance for the enhanced rate of the
mobility component of PIP.

Yours faithfully
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