Dear Sirs

 

We write in response to the Government’s consultation paper on the PIP assessment moving around criteria.

 

Advice Portsmouth is an advice agency funded by Portsmouth City Council to provide expert quality advice to the people  of Portsmouth. 40% of enquires concern welfare benefit issues and so we have developed considerable expertise in this field.

 

In response to the consultation we would advise the following:

 

         We have concerns at the reduction of the distance from 50 meters to 20 metres before the enhanced level of benefit can be obtained. This will exclude may disabled people from the highest rate of this benefit. Many people rely on this to enable them to obtain mobility vehicles. The loss of this will have considerable impact and mean many disabled people will become isolated.

         We have concerns that the test has changed from walking on the flat to ‘mobilising’ which includes the reasonable use of walking aids. We note that this descriptor is very similar to that in ESA and this has been problematic to apply.  We have seen examples of people who  have difficulty walking failing this descriptor. They have not been recommended a wheelchair by their Doctor but have been judged by the decision maker to theoretically be able to use one and thus not meeting conditions of the test.

         We have concerns that variable conditions will be difficult to assess and it will be  hard to estimate whether the person meets the descriptor for 50% of a year.

Some conditions like arthritis or Fibromyalgia are greatly affected by the weather, or by how much the person has done that day. This can vary so much making it hard to estimate. Some clients with Chronic fatigue for example take great care managing their conditions carefully so that they don’t exhaust themselves. So it maybe when asked they will say in the last month they have been able to walk more that 50 metres but this will only be by carefully arranging their lives so that they rest beforehand and afterwards.

 

We hope this is helpful to you in your review and would be happy to participate in any future consultations.
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Frontline Advisor (Housing and Wefare Benefits Specialist)
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