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Speech by H.E. Mrs. Marianne Young, British High Commissioner to Namibia

on the occasion of the Queen’s Birthday Party, on 11 June

British High Commissioner’s Residence
· Good afternoon
· Guest of Honour – Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Ambassador Selma Ashipala-Musavyi,

· Senior Officials, 
· Your Excellencies and members of the diplomatic corps, 
· Distinguished Guests 
· members of the media,

· Ladies and Gentlemen - friends.
Welcome to the Residence on this crisp - almost British - afternoon to celebrate the official birthday of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.  
A busy 12 months have passed since I last stood here before you and 2014 has already proven to be an exciting year for UK-Namibian relations.
In January, Namibian Prime Minister Hage Geingob met with our Minister for Africa Mark Simmonds in London and had wide-ranging and constructive discussions that covered strengthening our healthy trade links amongst other foreign policy issues. 
In February, Namibian Foreign Minister, Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah, also travelled to London to attend an international conference addressing the Illegal Wildlife Trade. This proved timely given the subsequent sad developments regarding rhino poaching that have blighted this country in recent months. We now look forward to continuing our local engagement to help tackle this pressing issue.  
Just this week, more senior Namibians, including our dear friend, SWAPO chief whip, Professor Peter Katjavivi, returned to London to attend another global summit – this time leading the fight to end the use of sexual violence in conflict. 
Ladies and gentlemen - the use of sexual violence in war remains one of the great injustices of our lifetime. The British government believes strongly that rape should not be viewed as an inevitable part of war. It is hard to document, let alone investigate.  Perpetrators do not discriminate. They use sexual violence as a weapon, a weapon of terror, power and control. This has to stop – the culture of impunity must end - and perpetrators must be held accountable. 

I am therefore proud that the British government has taken the lead to tackle this urgent issue and host this week’s ground-breaking event. I am also proud about Namibian involvement in the summit, particularly in light of current pressing issues around the gender based violence blighting this country. 

Last weekend, a panel of Namibian students drew up a declaration denouncing sexual violence in conflict following a special UN model event that we supported at the University of Namibia. The declaration was handed to Professor Katjavivi and has been taken to the summit in London, where it will be fed in to discussions to ensure that the voice of Namibian youth can form a part of the deliberations and help produce a set of practical measures to address this issue internationally. 
On the commercial side of our operations, I am pleased to announce that the British economy is rebounding strongly and that the British High Commission is working harder than ever to promote trade and investment links with Namibia. 
British companies remain significant contributors to the health of the Namibian economy in a range of sectors from mining, oil and gas, tourism, marine and financial services. 

In 2013, UK-Namibia bilateral trade in goods stood at £133 million (N$ 2.32b) and Namibia continues to enjoy a positive balance of trade with the UK, largely exporting minerals, beef, grapes, beer and charcoal to the UK and importing mainly machinery and vehicles in the opposite direction. To boost these figures further, I have added a new Commercial Officer – Katherine Newaka - to my team this year and will soon be recruiting a new Trade Officer too. 

We continue to strengthen our ties with the Namibian security sector through our ongoing support and specialist training for the Namibian Defence Force and NAMPOL, particularly in the area of community policing. I was delighted that British Navy frigate HMS Portland visited Walvis Bay in April this year – captained by the UK’s first female commander of a British warship – truly another great example of Rule Britannia! 
I was delighted that so many of you made the journey to the coast to help celebrate this continued strengthening of our defence relations. Thank you. 

On the cultural and educational side, I would like to highlight the work of the British Council here as another important feature of the UK-Namibian landscape. Through its Connecting Classrooms programme, the British Council has trained more than 320 Inspectors of Education, Regional Education Directors, School Principals and Heads of Department at School Leadership workshops in all 14 regions of Namibia in the last year. It also provided £33,000 of funding for its schools on-line partnership initiative – and successfully launched the Namibia English Teachers Association in Southern and Western Namibia – with plans to set up another branch in the Caprivi region this year. 

The British government also continues to invest in a range of projects to support our countries’ shared aims including: trade facilitation, strengthening the tourism sector and human rights – and we have even updated our extremely popular Doing Business in Namibia Guide – new copies of which are available today on the table in the drive near those very impressive British vehicles. 
The plug for these brings me smoothly on to thank some key members of our British Business Group who have generously helped to sponsor today’s event and use it to showcase some great British products – my husband is hoping that Novel will leave the Jaguar in particular. So a really big thank you to ATI Holidays, Chariot Oil & Gas, Serica Energy, Novel Motor Co and Rolls Royce Marine.  A big hand please. Thank you.
Now I can’t end without at least one mention of another great British export - the ‘beautiful game’ – as I know everybody is looking forward to the kick-off of the 2014 FIFA World Cup starting tomorrow in Brazil. So good luck boys and please take care with those penalties!

Last but not least I also want to highlight another mayor global sporting event taking place next month - the 2014 Commonwealth Games being held in Glasgow, Scotland, from 23 July to 3 August 2014. Many of you were able to join me to welcome the Queen’s baton to these fair shores in January this year as it made its way on its historic journey round the 70 nations and territories of the Commonwealth, calling the 4,500 athletes to Glasgow for this year’s Games. I am happy to report that it is now safely back on British soil.

This year’s Games aim to transform the lives of children in Scotland and throughout the Commonwealth by using the power of sport, education and culture to inspire, enable and empower the children of the Commonwealth to be the best they can be. I’m sure that it will also showcase Namibia’s growing sporting prowess and we wish all participants well, including Namibia’s Oyo Dance troupe that will be travelling to Scotland for the Commonwealth Youth Dance Festival and local artist Shikongeni. 
Ladies and Gentlemen, may I now invite the Permanent Secretary to join me and all of you to toast the health of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II and His Excellency President Hifikepunye Pohamba - and the Government and people of our two great nations: 
The Queen and The President of Namibia. Thank you. 
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