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Dear Miss Owen,

Request for information under Freedom of Information Act

Thank you for your email of 26 March 2014, in which you requested the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):
“Dear Sir/Madam Can you supply me with the most recent data which relates to the number of Muslim prisoners that have re-offended in England and Wales”
Your request has been passed to me because I have responsibility for answering requests which relate to re-offending statistics for England and Wales and has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) and I can confirm that the Department holds information within the scope of your request.
The number of adult Muslim offenders released from prison in April 2011 to March 2012 for England and Wales was 5,071 and the number that re-offended was 1,816 which represents a re-offending rate of 35.8%. 
This does not represent all offenders released from custody - offenders who are released from custody are matched to the Police National Computer and those who cannot be matched are excluded from the offender cohort.

Proven re-offending is defined as any offence committed in a one year follow-up period and receiving a court conviction, caution, reprimand or warning in the one year follow-up. Following this one year period, a further six month waiting period is allowed for cases to progress through the courts.
An offender’s religion is self declared upon entry into prison.
The statistics provided above are a further breakdown of tables 18a of the ‘Proven Re-offending Statistics Quarterly Bulletin: April 2011 to March 2012’ publication available in the Ministry of Justice via the following link:
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/276107/proven-reoffending-apr11-mar12-tables.xls
