I am responding as a disabled individual who currently gets higher rate DLA and uses it for a vitally needed motability car and who is uncertain as to whether I will qualify under PIP.

What are your views on the Moving around activity within the current PIP assessment criteria?
My views on the assessment criteria are that it is cruelly flawed. 20 metres is ridiculous - do you seriously think your life would not be massively negatively impacted if you could walk 50 metres but no further without a rest? How is one supposed to have any semblance of a life under such circumstances? You just try it! I really wish the people responsible for these 'reforms' would try living for a week under the conditions of a range of disabilities and see how they cope. And then face the likelihood of it not getting any better but likely getting worse and worse until you are finally bedridden or dead of it. Being able to get out and about has proven benefits for both physical and mental well being, without which we will end up being a greater drain on what remains of the welfare state until we give up in despair and commit suicide.

My condition fluctuates a lot, it can be quite weather dependent so that in winter I am far more painful than in summer, which is difficult to assess even with your rules about fluctuating conditions. I am not quite sure at what point discomfort becomes severe enough to count and I am even less sure how I am supposed to work out on how many days a year this occurs within 20, or 50m to be able to assert if it is more than half the time or not. The stress of it all is making me ill! Quite a lot of days I am too painful or tired to want to get up and dressed and go out, does this count?

I need my car to have any semblance of independence. I cannot use a bus reliably or to an acceptable standard as I cannot stand at a bus stop waiting because it is more painful to stand still than walk, have you taken that into account? Then I would have to climb onto the bus, they are not all those ones which lower themselves. Then I would have to be sure the driver waited until I was seated as I would likely fall over and hurt myself if it lurched off before I had sat down safely. Then if I was shopping I find it useful to be able to take a bag back to the car so I am not heavily laden as I cannot carry much. My husband carries things for me, but am I to be unable to go shopping alone ever?

I can only drive a reliable, automatic vehicle with power steering, cars are expensive and I rely on motability to make it affordable and also to help with the admin. As well as my physical disability I have developed stress related *** as a direct result of the horrendous forms such as DLA and PIP looks set to be worse! The health benefits of trying to maintain a positive outlook are proven, yet these forms make us focus on what we cannot do, sometimes in a humiliating way.

I agree the benefits systems needed some kind of reform, but one which makes it easier for sick, painful and dying people, not harder!! Why do you have to try and make our lives so much worse than they already are? And why are you wasting so much taxpayers' money on things like this rather than tackling the real issues?

I have to also comment that a strong and otherwise healthy wheelchair user such as the paralympic athletes who may be paraplegic and thus totally unable to walk, but with massive upper body strength, may have far less mobility trouble than many of the people who will lose out under these new rules. I am not saying they do not deserve help, (of course they do and please do not take it away from them!) but they can get a long way very fast in their wheelchairs and people who live with chronic pain and fatigue but who can shamble along for 100m or more with a great struggle have a very hard life and an immense need for help.

I apologise for the form of my response. I only discovered this consultation with two hours to go before the deadline and I am tired. I care about the issue too deeply to not respond, yet I would have preferred to be able to give a more considered and polite response with less ranting in it. Why did you not contact everyone who currently gets higher rate mobility DLA to inform them of the consultation? I knew there was to be one, but not how to get involved in it. I am sure there are many thousands whose opinions will go unheard because they have not heard how to respond. I also hope I have not missed some vital step required to get my voice heard, even if it will most likely be ignored anyway.

