Re consultation on proposal to reduce threshold for benefits from ability to walk 50 metres to 20 metres
I feel very strongly that this is an inappropriate amendment. 

I was thinking about people I know with mobility problems (who do not receive the benefit and others who do who are much more mobile).  Poor mobility is a considerable handicap.  Many people with poor mobility (including the elderly who do not get any benefits) are obliged to use taxis, community transport and Red Cross drivers/similar at considerable cost.  This can be just for essentials to their life eg attending doctor, dentist and hospital appointments, not about wild living!  I already think that 50 metres is too low a threshold.  I realise it is difficult to determine what is right since conversely many people in wheelchairs are a lot more mobile than people without, even if they cannot stand.  For some people this would not even allow them to walk down their front path or cross the road to a taxi
        

My personal view is that the distance should not be reduced.
Controversially I would however think it worth reviewing some of the recipients of this benefit on the grounds of mental health, presumably qualifying on a different criteria, to determine who really is entitled to this benefit and who is actually independent.
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