To whom it may concern

I am a person with disabilities who currently is in receipt of DLA higher rate mobility.

I am unsure if I would be affected by the change in criteria from DLA to PIP as my mobility varies –I would be unable to take part in any type of vaguely normal life without the DLA.  There are already 3.7 million people with disabilities living in absolute poverty so reducing any payments to those with disabilities is only going to increase that number. [http://disabilitynewsservice.com/2013/06/dwp-admits-real-disability-poverty-rose-under-coalition/ ]
The distance of 20 metres is inappropriate and too short as many people with mobility issues would become housebound without access to the mobility scheme and this criteria would deprive many people who can walk 50 metres.

The distance should be a minimum of 50 metres for the enhanced rate!! I would increase it to 100 metres.

Also it should be made clear that repeatedly, reliably and safely means more than once a day as I have heard of people being denied benefits if they can do the activity once a day as many people have walking as far as they can built into their physiotherapy regimes so they may be able to achieve the activity once in a day on most days.

Again in relation to physio – many people may be doing the activity once a day as part of their physio but only be able to achieve this with extreme pain and fatigue – so that should be taken into consideration as well.

People who need aids and adaptations to complete the descriptor should be classed as not able to fill the criteria as anyone who has used aids and adaptations will know that it is extremely fatiguing to use aids and adaptations.

The standard rate of disability which many people who currently get higher rate mobility would be put on will mean that people will not be able to afford the motability scheme so would not have an adapted car and this would affect their ability to get to work or out and about and would lead to isolation and people effectively becoming housebound and many people having to give up work.

In short the descriptor for the enhanced rate:

Should be a minimum of 50 metres. 

Should specify that the activity needs to be able to be achieved more than once a day eg more than 4. Which would be the number of times a person may have to move from their home to a motability vehicle and from the vehicle to a place of work and then be able to do the return journey

Should be applicable if people need aids and adaptations to be able to mobolise

Should be applicable if people suffer pain and fatigue when partaking in the descriptor.

*** ***
