The 20 metre assessment distance for PIP which had no prior consultation before the first mention of it in Parliament is a ridiculously short distance.  Many comparisons have been made to highlight the distance, using buses, the length of the House of Commons, the length of a cricket pitch etc.  It is an amazingly short distance, roughly the width of most two lane roads with pavements.  It is half the recommended distance for disabled parking spaces to be from shops.  It is half the suggested distance between benches in public parks.  It is a *** of the distance from my front door to the nearest bus stop.  

 

Without DLA/PIP I will have to give up my car, thereby giving up my freedom of mobility, locking me inside the four walls of my house, preventing me from helping at my local *** *** where I do their paperwork *** *** a week.

 

Without DLA/PIP I will not be able to visit my daughter and friends, I will be in greater need of medical care as my mental state will be in jeopardy and I will therefore cost the Government more via the NHS.

 

My circumstances now make it painful for me to walk more than 20 metres, I do not want to give in to my disability, I do not want to be a prisoner in my own home, but the reduction in the ruling means that many people will be forced to lose their freedom for the sake of 30 metres.  

 

The current 50 metre ruling is reasonable, the 20 metre is ridiculous, I urge the DWP to act with the fairness the Prime Minister keeps speaking of and keep the 50 metre ruling.

 

*** ***
***
