PIP Assessment Development Team 

Department for Work and Pensions 

2nd floor, Caxton House 

London SW1H 9NA 

PIP Assessment Development Team

I am an MS sufferer, diagnosed *** *** ago now with relapsing remitting Multiple Sclerosis. I walk with a walking aid, I have been provided a rolator but I use a *** *** *** because of the stigma attached to the rolators use. I struggle every day to maintain as near to a 'normal life' as I can with my illness. My biggest concern with the approach taken by PIP to symptoms is that they seem to treat them in isolation. On my very best days I can probably walk the fifty metres or a bit more, however when you combine it with the *** *** which I suffer, I have difficult *** *** ***  or crossing roads safely.  My illness also results in *** *** *** regularly and in a level of forgetfulness and disorientation that make it extremely daunting to leave home for fear I will not find my way back. I can't prepare meals because my *** *** is unreliable and will stop working unexpectedly and I suffer from incontinence regularly and without warning.

Approaching my illness from the perspective of simply how far I can walk underestimated the the implications for me walking anywhere. A basic result of these facets of my illness is the additional problems and cost resulting from getting my ***children to and from school. My children are *** *** ***. I cannot guarantee being in any state to take them. Meals must be preprepared by others or bought preprepared. The deep depression which is a result both of my illness and a side effect of the drugs with which I am treated is perhaps the most insidious result of my illness. It forces me to stay at home when the only thing that will help me is talking to people who understand what I am suffering. 

At the moment DLA assists me in overcoming these problems, in getting my children to school, in feeding them and in avoiding the isolation which my illness increasingly forces upon me. I cannot emphasise enough how important this help is to allowing me and my family to lead something approaching a normal life and to hear that what I have ahead of me with PIP is a clinical analysis of individual symptoms I suffer without  taking into account the overall impact of this awful illness feels degrading and saddening.

Yours sincerely,

*** ***
*** ***
cc: 

*** *** *** *** 
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