Just two comments:

1. Descriptors – Staff doing assessments need to be sensitive, thoughtful and imaginative when using these – otherwise they will just be interpreted on a yes/no basis rather than actually looking at the person in front of them and really carefully assessing their mobility. Much more explanation is required to clarify the phrase ‘repeatedly and in a reasonable period of time’ – the word reasonable means very different things to different people.

2. Criteria – The apparent rigidity of the criteria is actually an incentive for people to remain as disabled as possible. Any, even slight, increase in mobility could result in a loss of income – so why try to get better or get treatment. Those who try hard to increase their mobility should actually be rewarded not punished.
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