There are conditions for which it seems there is no appropriate descriptor. 

For example, I have a lower back problem which causes significant pain & discomfort if I have to do any lifting or even just bending forward more than briefly. It also affects me if I stand still, so although I can walk around without back pain, if I stop, say to speak to someone I meet, I get pain after just a couple of minutes. The descriptors appear to assume that if someone can walk then they can stand ie.walking is always more of a problem than standing; whereas for many people this will not be the case.

Also, I hope the PIP system will not exclude the particular problems associated with ME (post viral fatigue syndrome).

My concern is that the descriptor states for example at 4.8:

'if cannot stand & walk 50 metres safely, repeatedly & in a reasonable time period'.

A healthy person of working age should be able to be on their feet, either standing or walking. all day. Many jobs entail that level of activity. Some people with ME might not have a problem with walking greater distances than

200 metres but ALL activity takes an unusually high toll on their energy levels and the more they do, the more likely there is of a period of substantial exhaustion, maybe the next day, maybe several days later and maybe lasting for several days, during which the person struggles to do even routine activities around the house (washing themselves, cooking, basic housework & household admin) People who see me probably think I am an active person - but they ONLY see me when I'm active; they don't see me on the days I don't go out, when I get up late, do very little and go to bed early; when I struggle to get out of a chair and become breathless at the slight exertion of doing that. There are many people for whom this is the pattern of their life.
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