comments on consultation:

 

I am an individual, details below

 

*** ***
*** *** *** *** *** ***
***
 

 

I am in receipt of DLA mobility and lower rate care component.  I have a motability vehicle for my use as the driver.  I have been in receipt of the mobility allowance/DLA since approximately age ***.  I was designated as being in receipt of this benefit for "life" due to difficulties walking and getting around.  Nearly *** years later, age and time have resulted in the worsening of the abilities to get around on foot, however the vehicle allows me to drive to work (i am self employed) and park close enough to walk enough to function.  

 

My real assessment is not likely before october 2015, however I have taken the "assessment" from online data as an experiment and discovered that I barely qualify for the lower rate and I understand the higher rate is required to qualify for motability. Additionally, I understand 8 points are required for a blue badge (without providing substantial alternative evidence).  

 

The loss of DLA/PIP will be devastating to me because without the motability vehicle I shall be unable to remain employed and it will have other repercussions with regard to getting around but also I find it difficult to understand that my "ability" has seemingly improved in *** years, not as it is in reality, getting worse.

 

As far as distances are concerned, besides the fact they are wholly unsuitable / unrealistic,  the problem lies with the inability to associate 20, 50 or 200 metres with a reality based scenario. For example, I could drive to the supermarket then amble around the supermarket (distance unknown) and then drive home.   It may be 50 metres or less, but the exact distance in reality is something that I cannot quantify.    Usually, if i walk a lot I am so tired I need to rest before being able to continue AND I would make use of my scooter if I am doing any long distance walking.

 

I understand the social benefits cost is unsustainable however the forced transfer to PIP is just a way of saving money without regard to the devastation that will be caused.  I contacted my MP, *** *** (*** *** ***) who's solution was to *** *** ***. 

 

Life should mean life, in more ways than one (with regard to *** *** ***)

