I am writing to advocate for mobility rules to be left as they are. There are so many changes to the rules for disabled people who are legitimately in need of mobility help and it feels very punitive. Reducing the distance from 50 to 20 metres is unrealistic for people who need support to be independent. Already 50 mitres is very limiting. Some of my residents really struggle on a bad day to move freely. These mobility issues are just a small part of a disabled person’s support needs. Often poor mental health and anxiety, lack of public transport in close proximity to their home, lack of help from others to be mobile all come together to create a really complex set of issues that need to be overcome to be more independent. It is like the concept of the three legged stool. If one part is withdrawn the rest will collapse. The knock on effect can been the end to freedom to get about out of the home. 

Please reconsider this change as it is harmful to those who need it. It also feels really cruel that people with the greatest needs are being denied help through serious budget cuts. What is happening is that the short sightedness of these changes may cause more damage to the whole ideology of helping people be more independent. The Government is abandoning the people who need their help. There will be a cost in the future with deteriorating mental health, depression, hopelessness and disabled people being prisoners in their own homes when this help is withdrawn. 

I do accept that life is not always fair. However, the current government is making scape goats of disabled people and taking away the support needed to be active participants in the work place, to be independent in the community in spite of physical disabilities, to live fulfilled lives and feel part of society as a whole, not just pushed aside and shamed for needing help. I pay my taxes and I believe in supporting everyone in our community to lead active whole lives. It is a mark of our integrity as a society to make sure no one is left out. 

With regards, 
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