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My husband has MS and suffers from (amongst other distressing symptoms) continual neuralgic pain, extreme fatigue, poor balance and numbness in, and difficulty in moving, both legs.  He is presently on the upper rate of DLA, which we use to rent a large-booted, hand-controlled car from motability so that we can take his mobility scooter and wheelchair out with us, affording him some independance of movement. This is vital to him as we live in the countryside and cannot get around in any other way. In addition to this the car  affords my husband some independence and control over his life, enhancing what is a pretty grim existence.  He was forced to stop working some years ago because of his disabilities, and I have only been able to work part time for the same reason so there's no way we could afford to buy a car to suit our needs without DLA. 

The nature of MS means that some days are better than others. If you caught him on a better day  he could probably drag himself 20 metres using 2 crutches, which presumably would mean we would lose our transport. This would by no means reflect his general level of disability; on most days he struggles to move around at all and never outside the house without his wheelchair or scooter. MS is an unpredictable and highly complex disease and it is impossible to judge a sufferer's normal state from one performance of one very simplistic criterion, on one particular day. It fails to take into account all the other factors involved.

Furthermore, it is utterly unfair and iniquitous to put people like my husband through the worry and distress the anticipation of this test is causing, particularly when so many people have successfully appealed against it, demonstrating its unreliability. The previous 50 metre qualifying limit isn't very far to be able to move unaided, and even that doesn't take into account other factors; imagine the effect on so many people and their families of reducing it by more than half. I can't see that this will save you much money, given that the resultant loss of independence and mobility will inevitably lead to loss of employment (difficult enough for most to find these days - almost impossible if you're disabled) and more benefit claimants. Shame on you!

Yours sincerely,
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