
1 
 

Minutes of the 62nd meeting of the Migration Advisory 
Committee on 28 February 2014 

 
 
 

Chair:  Professor Sir David Metcalf CBE 
 

Attending: Dr Martin Ruhs 
Dr Jennifer Smith  
Professor Jonathan Wadsworth 
Professor Jackline Wahba  
John Thompson (Home Office) 
MAC Secretariat 

 
Apologies: Lesley Giles 

Agenda item 1 - Welcome and introductions 

1. There were apologies from Lesley Giles. The Committee expressed its 
recognition and thanks for the service in the MAC secretariat of Adrian 
Duffy who was leaving to join another team in the Home Office. 

Agenda item 2 – Minutes of the meeting held on 24 January 2014 

2. The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed. 

Agenda item 3 – Home Office and MAC secretariat policy updates – oral 
item  

3. John Thompson gave an update on behalf of the Home Office (HO). 
John reported that a new Minister for Immigration (James Brokenshire) 
had been appointed following the resignation of the previous Minister. 
This is in combination with his previous role as Minister for Security. 
John also discussed the most recent migration figures and reported 
that the rise appeared to be due to EU migration, rather than non-EU. 
The Home Office was continuing to look at sources of abuse within the 
immigration system and acting to address these. Finally, the MAC 
report on the Tier 1 (Investor) route had been sent around government 
and was generating interesting discussion. 

4. Tim Harrison gave the update on behalf of the MAC secretariat. He 
thanked Adrian Duffy for his efforts as part of the team before moving 
on to discuss the publication of the Investors report. Tim said that the 
press conference for the launch of this report had been very well 
attended and that subsequent media coverage of the report had been 
mostly fair and accurate. The meeting was told that the MAC website 
had now been moved on to the GOV.UK domain. MAC members were 
encouraged to complete any outstanding expenses claims as soon as 
possible before the end of the financial year and an update was given 
of recent meetings attended by MAC members.  
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Agenda item 4 - Paper 62.1: Update on the review of migrant 
employment in low-skilled work including initial draft chapters of 
report  

5. Before this paper was presented, the Chair of the MAC made some 
initial comments about the drafting of the report on the low-skilled 
work. He said that the amount of material being gathered by the 
secretariat could run the risk of making the eventual report too 
complex. He said it was important that MAC members who acted as 
chapter champions took an active role in determining the shape of their 
chapters.  

6. Tim Harrison put the current draft of the report into context, saying that 
draft chapters were at an early stage and were being presented now to 
the MAC to make sure the Committee agreed that things were more or 
less in the right area and that the key points were being addressed. 
The material being collected did present problems of complexity as it 
was multi-dimensional covering things such as the regional impacts of 
migration and international evidence.   

7. Vanna Aldin from the secretariat then introduced the paper updating 
the MAC on progress on the low-skilled work including the deadline for 
completion of this work. She highlighted further partner engagement 
that had been carried out and the meeting briefly discussed how to 
progress the work on social impacts. Each of the draft chapters was 
then discussed in turn and MAC members requested a number of 
changes to the information and how it was presented. John Thompson 
was asked to confirm whether the net migration figures reflect country 
of birth rather than nationality. 

Agenda item 5 - Any other business including dates of future MAC 
meetings 

 
8. David Style from the secretariat gave an oral update on the progress of 

the two research projects commissioned by the MAC. Both contractors 
are incorporating comments from the project steering groups. The final 
report for each project is expected to be received by mid-March.   

 
9. The meeting agreed the following dates for future MAC meetings: 
 

 Friday 4 April 2014 
 

 Friday 2 May 2014 
 

 Friday 23 May 2014 (Martin Ruhs will be unavailable for this 
meeting) 

 
MAC secretariat 
 
March 2014 


