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Minutes of the 61st meeting of the Migration Advisory 
Committee on 24 January 2014 

 
 

Chair:  Professor Sir David Metcalf CBE 
 

Attending: Dr Martin Ruhs 
Dr Jennifer Smith  
Professor Jonathan Wadsworth 
Professor Jackline Wahba  
Nicola Smith (Home Office) 
MAC Secretariat 

 
Apologies: Lesley Giles (UKCES) 

John Thompson (Home Office) 

 

Agenda item 1 - Welcome and introductions 

1. There were apologies from Lesley Giles and John Thompson. John was 
represented by Nicola Smith. 

Agenda item 2 – Minutes of the meeting held on 13 December 2013 

2. The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed. 

Agenda item 3 – Home Office and MAC secretariat policy updates – oral 
item  

3. Nicola Smith gave the Home Office oral update. She reported that Philip 
Duffy will be leaving his post as Director of Immigration and Border Policy 
Directorate shortly to move to Border Force. She outlined current policy 
priorities including the net migration target and restricting migrant access 
to benefits, as well as other key issues for the Home Office including 
tackling abuse and supporting the growth agenda.   

4. In response, David Metcalf said that the Committee was appreciative of 
the interaction it had experienced with Philip Duffy and for his advice and 
support for the Committee’s independence. 

5. Martin Ruhs asked how reducing migrant access to benefits sat with the 
UK’s wider obligations and Nicola Smith undertook to provide a note to the 
Committee explaining this. 

6. Tim Harrison gave the update on behalf of the MAC secretariat. He 
echoed David’s comments in relation to Philip Duffy. He reported that he 
understood Panorama was shortly to produce a programme looking at 
abuse of the student migration route. He also reported that all Committee 
members had recently undertaken media training and that the secretariat 
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would obtain copies of the training interviews carried out on the day for 
distribution to Committee members.  

7. Dates for future MAC meetings were discussed and a number of dates 
were agreed. However, subsequent to the meeting it became apparent 
that further changes needed to be made to the dates. A new set of 
prospective dates for future meetings will be presented at the next MAC 
meeting. 

Agenda item 4 - Paper 61.1: Update on the economic impact of the Tier 1 
(Investor) route and draft report (as annex) 

8. Adrian Duffy introduced this paper explaining that its purpose was to 
present a draft of the MAC report on the Tier 1(Investor) route and that the 
draft chapters of the report were attached as an annex to the paper. David 
Metcalf then set out where he thought the Committee’s considerations had 
taken them to in thinking about this route, as a result of both the analysis 
carried out and also the evidence received. The Committee agreed with 
David’s summation subject to one point of clarification from Jackline 
Wahba. 

9. Adrian then introduced each of the chapters of the report and invited MAC 
members’ comments. The Committee had a number of detailed comments 
and changes to most of the report’s chapters and suggested some 
significant changes to the presentation of the analysis. Following the 
discussion of each of the chapters, Adrian outlined next steps for 
circulating an amended draft report to MAC members for further comment 
as well as the arrangements for presenting the report to Ministers and 
subsequent publication. 

10. David Metcalf thanked Adrian for taking the Committee through the report 
and asked that the minutes record Adrian’s leading role on this 
commission and that the Committee recognised this and were grateful for 
his contribution. 

Agenda item 5 – Paper 61.2: Update on the review of migrant 
employment in low-skilled work (with slides on emerging findings to be 
tabled at meeting) 

 
11. Vanna Aldin introduced this paper which covered the date of submission 

of the report to Ministers, the final outputs of the commission as well as 
upcoming engagement with partners. The Committee said that they were 
content with these proposed arrangements. A number of the draft 
chapters of the low-skilled report will be presented at the next MAC 
meeting in February. The Committee also agreed on the agenda for the 
forthcoming academic workshop organised to discuss with experts the 
emerging issues in relation to this commission. 

 
12. Cordella Dawson tabled some slides which set out some of the findings 

emerging from the written evidence that had been submitted in response 
to the MAC’s call for evidence on migrants in low-skilled jobs. The 
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Committee reviewed each of the slides in turn and asked that they be sent 
copies of some of the key evidence. 

Agenda item 6 – Oral update on MAC research 

13. Vanna Aldin gave the oral update on MAC research which explained that 
the final reports on the research by Warwick would shortly be passed to 
the MAC for comment and that the report by Tommaso Frattini had 
already been circulated to the MAC for comment.  

Agenda item 7 – Any other business 

14. There was no other business. 

15. Next Committee meeting Friday 28 February 2014. 

 

MAC secretariat 
 
January 2014 


