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Minutes of the 58th meeting of the Migration Advisory 
Committee on 20 September 2013 

 
 
 
Chair:  Professor Sir David Metcalf CBE 
  
Attending: Dr Martin Ruhs 

Professor Jackline Wahba  
Lesley Giles 
Nicola Smith (Home Office) 
MAC secretariat 

 
Apologies: Dr Jennifer Smith  

Professor Jonathan Wadsworth 
Philip Duffy (Home Office) 

 

Agenda item 1 - Welcome and introductions 

Apologies were received from Dr Jennifer Smith, Professor Jonathan Wadsworth 
and Philip Duffy.   

Agenda item 2 – Minutes of the meeting held on 23 July 2013 

1. The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed. 

Agenda item 3 – Home Office and MAC secretariat and other policy updates  

2. Nicola Smith gave the update on behalf of the Home Office. She reported that 
the new Head of Migration Policy, John Thompson, has been appointed and 
will represent the Home Office at future MAC meetings, that new net 
migration figures had been released, that immigration rule changes will come 
into effect on 6 October 2013, that the MAC will be formally commissioned to 
carry out work on Tier 1 investors shortly, and that plans were still proceeding 
to introduce an immigration bill during autumn 2013. She further advised that 
the Government had formally responded to the MAC report on Migrant 
Seasonal Workers.  

3. Tim Harrison gave an update on behalf of the MAC secretariat. He informed 
the MAC that Professor Sir David Metcalf has been reappointed as chair of 
the MAC until August 2016. Tim also reported that Kyle Magee and Daniella 
Oliverio would soon be leaving the secretariat to take up new posts 
elsewhere in Government. In addition, Tim informed the Committee of various 
partner engagements he will be undertaking on behalf of the MAC with 
respect to the Government’s commission to the MAC on low-skilled jobs and 
migration. 

4. Lesley Giles reported that a triennial review of the UK Commission for 
Employment and Skills (UKCES) will begin in January 2014. She also 
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updated the MAC about key projects which UKCES had commissioned. 
Martin Ruhs said he had published a book which looks at how global 
immigration policies restrict the rights of migrant workers.  

 Agenda item 4 – Paper 58.1: Update on the low-skilled commission  

5. The secretariat reported that the call for evidence for this commission on the 
low-skilled jobs and migration had been published on 19th September, that 
good progress had been made on the analytical work and that partner 
engagement was being planned. The Committee’s discussion included the 
need to ensure that previous research, including those commissioned by the 
MAC, be considered in this work.  

Agenda item 5 – Paper 58.2: Economic impact of migration on UK 
productivity  

6. The secretariat provided a framework within which the Committee could 
consider the impact of migration on UK labour productivity. The Committee 
asked that a further paper about how migration feeds into both short-run and 
long-run economic growth be tabled at the October meeting of the MAC.  

Agenda item 6 -– Update on the MAC research programme (oral item)  

7.  An update on research that the MAC has commissioned from external 
partners was provided.  

Agenda item 7 – MAC engagement with the media (oral item)  

8. The secretariat reported how it would be providing further guidance and 
support to Committee members to help in their interactions with the media on 
migration-related matters.   

Agenda item 8 – Any other business 

9. There was no other business. 

10. Next Committee meeting 18 October 2013.  

11. It was noted that should the MAC be commissioned by the Government to 
carry out work on Tier 1 investors, it might be necessary for the Committee to 
meet in November.  
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