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UK-Tanzania Communiqué
Visit to the UK by His Excellency Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete, President of the United Republic of Tanzania, at the invitation of the Right Honourable David Cameron MP, Prime Minister of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.
The President of the United Republic of Tanzania, His Excellency Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete, visited the UK as a guest of the government from 31 March – 1 April. The visit took place just before the 50th anniversary of the union between the Tanzanian Mainland and Zanzibar as the United Republic of Tanzania on 26 April 2014. During his visit the President held talks with the Prime Minister, the Right Honourable David Cameron MP, the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, the Right Honourable William Hague MP, and HRH the Duke of York.
The talks were held in a friendly and constructive atmosphere. The two leaders welcomed the increasingly significant and strategic partnership between Tanzania and the UK.  They pledged to deepen the relationship, building on shared prosperity and security interests; shared history, Commonwealth values, language, law, and military doctrine and close people to people ties. 
Both governments welcomed the groundbreaking Tanzania/UK Prosperity Partnership, which aims to achieve a step change in trade and investment between the two countries.  They noted with satisfaction that the UK is the leading foreign direct investor in Tanzania, whilst agreeing there was significant scope to expand further the commercial ties.  Both countries underlined a shared commitment to increase trade and investment to their mutual benefit, and pledged to work in partnership to help Tanzania achieve middle income status through accelerated and inclusive, private-sector led growth. This will be an increasing focus of UK development cooperation with Tanzania, and will include sharing UK experience of public private partnerships. 
Building on a strong base and UK expertise in the energy sector, both governments will promote increased investment in oil and gas exploration and development along the value chain. They recognised the transformational potential of oil and gas for Tanzania’s development, and the importance of transparent and sustainable management of natural resources to ensure broad based development.

In this regard, BG Group, Ophir Energy and their joint venture partners have agreed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Tanzanian Energy Ministry on potential construction of a multi-billion dollar onshore Liquefied Natural Gas plant, which would bring vital investment to Tanzania.
The two governments agreed to promote partnerships between UK and Tanzanian companies to maximize local job creation and develop local skills. They also concurred on the value of giving Tanzanian students access to the best educational opportunities in the UK, building on initiatives like the joint BG Group/British Council International Scholarship Programme. Both leaders welcomed the strong partnership between the Tanzanian Ministry of Education and the British Council, underpinned by DFID funding, in developing the English language and teacher training skills of teachers across Tanzania. 
With the UK now chair of the Voluntary Principles on Security and Human Rights, the Prime Minister stressed the important role of the initiative in combining necessary security for extractive industry operations, whilst helping prevent conflict and ensuring full respect for people’s human rights. The President agreed that Tanzania would consider applying to join.
The UK and Tanzania will work together to enable Tanzania to develop its significant renewable energy resources in order to deliver environmental benefits and long-term energy security.  The UK will support the development of a geothermal roadmap and regulatory framework to stimulate private sector investment, and encourage UK companies to bring expertise and finance to this important sector.
The two governments welcomed the recent progress made on the 100MW Wind East Africa Singida wind farm project led by UK company Aldwych International, which has been elevated to the Tanzanian government’s priority list under the Big Results Now initiative.  The setting in place of a foundation stone is scheduled for the month of April. 

Tanzania and the UK will work in partnership to help Tanzania realize its huge agricultural potential and create improved livelihood opportunities for its fast-growing population. The UK will provide returnable capital to encourage investment in commercial agriculture, particularly in Tanzania’s flagship Southern Agricultural Growth Corridor (SAGCOT).  This will enable rural communities to benefit from increased yields, better functioning value chains and improved access to markets and finance.  The two governments welcomed bilateral cooperation to achieve the objectives of the Tanzania/G8 Land Transparency Partnership, including security of land title for both Tanzanian and UK investors and work underway to develop a new DFID programme of support to the land sector.  

Both countries agreed on the importance of improving the business environment in Tanzania – one of the shared objectives of the Tanzania/UK Prosperity Partnership. They welcomed DFID’s support for President Kikwete’s Big Results Now initiative, which is aimed at achieving a culture of delivery and accountability across government, and its concerted new focus on tackling barriers to doing business in Tanzania.  
Both governments agreed on the importance of action to combat corruption and crack down on tax evasion and aggressive tax avoidance.  To assist with this, the UK Government announced a major new £18.25 million Tax Modernisation Programme to enable Tanzania to increase tax revenue and progressively reduce aid dependence.  This will include expert support from HM Revenue and Customs to the Tanzania Revenue Authority.  
The UK will continue to provide support to give millions of Tanzanians access to quality public services, prioritizing better education and clean water.

Both governments welcomed the signing by their respective Defence Ministers of a UK/Tanzania Memorandum of Understanding to strengthen cooperation between the British Armed Forces and the Tanzanian People’s Defence Force. The UK Government commended Tanzania on its contribution to the Force Intervention Brigade in Eastern DRC and to UNAMID in Darfur as well as on the recent decision to deploy a battalion to South Sudan, expressing condolences for the loss of Tanzanian soldiers’ lives in the pursuit of peace in a turbulent region. 

President Kikwete and Foreign Secretary William Hague agreed to work together to champion the Prevention of Sexual Violence in Conflict worldwide campaign aimed at halting this grave violation of human rights, shattering the culture of impunity and ending the cycle of conflict.
Both governments recognised the opportunities and risks from an increasingly networked world, including the common security challenges faced from organised crime such as illicit drug trafficking. They welcomed the strong cooperation between the UK National Crime Agency and Tanzanian Directorate of Criminal Investigation as well as between the Crown Prosecution Service and the Tanzanian justice sector in tackling drugs trafficking, particularly of heroin. They also commended cooperation to improve the professional skills of the Tanzanian judiciary and Attorney General’s Chambers. They agreed to extend this bilateral collaboration to address financial crime and asset recovery and to strengthen the legal framework.    
The Prime Minister commended the President for his part in achieving the historic agreement reached at the London Wildlife Summit, including his vocal support for continuing the moratorium on the legal wildlife trade and his pledge to destroy Tanzania’s ivory stockpile. 

Both governments recognised the challenges facing the Commonwealth and agreed to work together to ensure its member governments adhere to the 2013 Commonwealth Charter. The UK Government welcomed Tanzanian Foreign Minister Bernard Membe taking over as chair of the Commonwealth Ministerial Action Group and hoped that under his leadership it would do more to live up to its expanded mandate.  

The Prime Minister congratulated the President on the forthcoming 50th anniversary of the United Republic of Tanzania on 26 April 2014. He commended Tanzania for its history of stability, peaceful religious co-existence and tribal harmony, making Tanzania stand out in a turbulent region. They agreed to work together to achieve Tanzania’s development goals.
The two governments recognised the importance of an inclusive political process, freedom of expression, media freedoms, and free and fair elections, noting that both countries face elections in 2015. The UK Government commended Tanzania for the commitment made at the 2013 Open Government Partnership Summit in London to introduce a Freedom of Information Bill.  The two governments noted that Tanzania is the only country to have agreed two Transparency Partnerships (on Extractives and Land) with the G8 during last year’s UK G8 Presidency and agreed on the need to work together with other partners to achieve their objectives. 

The UK and Tanzania pledged to build on the strong partnership between the two countries on an increasing range of shared priorities. They agreed the Tanzanian Prime Minister and UK Africa Minister should meet to review progress on the UK/Tanzania Prosperity partnership. 

President Kikwete acknowledged the work of the All Party Parliamentary Group on Tanzania and of the Britain Tanzania Society in promoting strong UK-Tanzania bilateral relations. He expressed gratitude to the UK for the hospitality and excellent arrangements for the visit.
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