Making It Count In Court – Toolkit


Section: Processes

Document: Letter template - Parental attendance at court (pre-court) - OPTION 2

Date:     
Dear Parent/Carer (If known insert Parent/Carers name) 

On date your son/daughter was charged with the following offence/s
Insert brief details of offence/s (copy charge sheet details).
He/She has been bailed to attend       youth/magistrates’ court on date at time.

To enable the case to be progressed or completed at the first hearing you should attend court with your child. The court considers it important that you are there to support your child. This will also be your opportunity to engage with the court either directly or through your child’s solicitor.

While there will be a duty solicitor available at court it is best to see a solicitor before the court hearing, especially if there is a specific solicitor that you want to represent your child. The court may not grant an adjournment to see that solicitor if you have not, at least, made contact with them prior to the hearing. 

The Law Society website: http://www.lawsociety.org.uk/choosingandusing/findasolicitor.law may help you find a solicitor near your home. 

If there is a good reason that you cannot attend court with your child then consider if there is another member of your family who could attend for you. They will need to know why you could not attend, as the court may ask them. If there is anything you would like to say to the court on your child’s behalf then either tell the person attending for you or write a note that can be passed to the court. This is particularly important if your child is going to plead guilty.  

It is important to the court that you or a responsible adult is present with your child at the hearing. If no one attends with your child then the court may adjourn the case to another day for you to be present. If thought appropriate the court could summons you to attend the next hearing and ultimately a warrant for your arrest could be issued. 

If you have any further questions about the court hearing then feel free to either contact me or speak to your solicitor. 

If you have any questions in relation to the above, please contact me.

Yours sincerely

Title and name of YOT practitioner 

Youth Offending Service

cc – Parenting Officer










Youth Justice Board for England and Wales


