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Freedom of Information Request 
You asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ)
“Please can you help me with the following request for information under the Freedom of Information Act.
1. Can you provide a list of the top twenty highest earning barristers paid by criminal legal aid in the latest year for which the figures are available.

Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

I can confirm that the MoJ holds information that you have asked for and it is attached at Annex A. 
You can find more information by reading the full text of the Act (available at http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/36/contents) and further guidance http://www.justice.gov.uk/guidance/freedom-of-information.htm
Annex A: Payments made from the Legal Aid Fund in 2012/13

The lists show the highest gross payments to barristers paid from the Criminal Defence Service. The lists should be read in conjunction with the caveats below to gain a full understanding of what the figures represent.

Barristers

Highest Paid Barristers – Criminal Defence Service in the financial year ending 31 March 2013
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1 John C Rees QC* 675,798

2 Mark G Milliken-Smith QC 600,120

3 Balbir Singh 510,964

4 George A Carter-Stephenson QC 500,349

5 Gary T Bell QC 460,369

6 Nigel Sangster QC 450,951

7 Mukhtar Hussain QC* 446,125

8 David P Spens QC 438,651

9 Leonard Smith QC* 417,026

10 Nigel J Power QC 399,925

11 Adam V S Kane 395,403

12 Gordon Cole QC 382,475

13 Lewis Power QC 372,664

14 Jo Sidhu QC* 366,826

15 Edward P Rees QC 354,402

16 Abdul S Iqbal 346,981

17 Geoffrey Payne* 344,539

18 David J M Aubrey QC 340,329

19 Stephen W Leslie QC 339,711

20 Oliver S P Blunt QC 334,514


* Cross payments under the Instructed Advocate scheme are known to lower the payment shown attributed to the named barrister. LAA systems do not allow further breakdown from the direct amount paid please note this scheme may also affect other named barristers on this list.

Important notes to the data

1. The figures must be interpreted carefully and do not represent the personal earnings of the individuals listed in any one year.

2. The amounts paid may represent payments for work covering many years and for a variety of cases. The amount an individual receives in any year fluctuates widely, and is due to the variety of payment processes and schemes used. Prior to the introduction of the very high cost case (VHCC) contracts cases were paid using the system of individual case assessment where payments are made once the case has finished.

3. The amount attributed to a barrister may include payments subsequently made to other barristers as remuneration for work carried out on behalf of the named barrister. The figures exclude payment to the named barrister when they have carried out work on behalf of a colleague. This Instructed Advocate scheme is designed to allow the lead barrister being paid control of the case and fee. There are scenarios were the Instructed Advocate may have no control of the case and fee, for example when the legal team is changed, and although they ultimately make the claim the proportion of the fee received can be minimal.

4. All figures are listed inclusive of VAT as paid, and disbursements incurred (for example travelling), individuals must pay that VAT to HM Revenue and Customs.

5. Barristers pay a percentage of their fees towards professional overheads and face the same expenses as all self employed individuals including income tax and national insurance contributions.

6. Barristers who were not members of the VHCC panel were paid through the solicitor firm leading the case. Where the barrister can be identified from the disbursements paid to the solicitor firm the payment has been included.

7. Payments are made only after the claims are scrutinised and possibly adjusted leading to payments in a different financial year subsequently. Payments to an individual may include recoupments against previous payments leading to an overall negative payment in the period.

8. While these figures represent gross payments made to the barrister during the year some of these may have been repaid to the Community Legal Service fund by other parties. This can occur in cases where the legally aided party wins the case and recovers costs from the opponent. Once these costs are recovered the legally aided party’s solicitor refunds some or all of the money to the fund. As a consequence the figures may not reflect the actual cost of the barristers’ fees to the fund. In some cases where the costs are recovered from the losing party the actual cost to the fund may be small or even nothing.

