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Guidance on the use of organs from deceased donors with cancer or a history of cancer

The Donor / Organ Risk Assessment working group has developed guidance to support practitioners when assessing the suitability of potential deceased organ donors who have cancer or a history of cancer. This guidance is supplementary to the previous SaBTO guidance on the use of organs from deceased donors with central nervous system tumours.
Professor James Neuberger and Professor Chris Watson have led work to develop the guidance, with the support of the working group members, and in consultation with colleagues within transplantation.

The paper provides clear guidance on the risk of transmission of cancer (by cancer type). The cancers are classified in risk categories:
· Absolutely contra-indicated

· High risk (>10%)

· Intermediate risk (>2% and <10%)

· Low risk (<2% and >0.1%)

· Minimal risk (<0.1%).
The paper clearly outlines that the best interests of the recipient should be of paramount importance in all decisions but that the decision to transplant an organ should be a balance of risk.
The paper provides additional guidance on actions that should be taken when a cancer is identified in the donor after donation or when an instance of donor-transmitted cancer is confirmed or suspected.
SaBTO is asked if it is content for the draft document to be published as SaBTO guidance?

NOTE: This guidance is to be finalised and then published in a peer reviewed journal.

