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Freedom of Information Request 
You asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):

“Under the Freedom of Information Act, please could you provide me with a database extract of criminal prosecutions that have been taken against parents in England and Wales for failing to ensure their child's regular attendance at school.

For each prosecution for the past five years, please provide the month and year of the prosecution, the local justice area where prosecuted, the outcome, the sentence imposed, if relevant, the size of fine, if relevant, and length of custodial sentence, if relevant. Details of fines and custody lengths could be provided as ranges if there are personal information concerns.”

Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

I can confirm that the department holds information that you have asked for, and I am pleased to provide this to you. 
A dataset containing information about defendants prosecuted for the offences of “Parent's failure to secure child's regular attendance at school” and “Parent knowing that their child is failing to attend school regularly failing without reasonable justification to cause him or her to attend school” can be seen in the attached file. The extract contains the following information; the month and year of prosecution, the court disposal (including sentencing outcome where applicable), as well as information on fine amounts and custodial sentence length. The data covers the period from 2008 and 2012. 
Please note that the variable “persons” refers to the number of persons being prosecuted. Usually this value is set to one, but there are four records, all in 2008, where there are more than one people being prosecuted together. These offences usually are dealt with at magistrates’ courts, however there are five records which were committed for sentence at the Crown Court. 
