FRA ;

Frinton Resudents' Assoclatlon
PO Box 10 Frinton-on-Sea, Essex CO13 9WZ
{www frintonresidents.co.uk}

The Rt Hon Owen Paterson MP : DEFRA . 24 July 2013
Secretary of State for the Environment : R ECE, VE D
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Dear Sir

- :We-would like to.inform you. of public concerns.about the govemment’s proposals to support the provision
of household insurance for those living in areas subject to flooding as we believe that this would set a
precedent, encourage builders to build on flood plains, and is totally unfair because those who own houses
in areas which suffer comparabie risks are not given any support whatsoever, ie those whose homes
disappear due to dliff subsidence.

WIth regard to sethng a precedent, if such a subsidy is available for dwellings subject to flooding, why
stouldn't bUPSidleS be avaiiable for homes subject to other risks. For instance, dwellings in areas with high
lévels of ¢rime, those next to hazards such as airports, motorways, and heavy industry, could all make
claims that househoid insurance is unreasonably expensive and seek government support.

i thiesé subsidies are avaiiable, developers will use this as a ‘get out clause’ to encourage people to buy
cheaper.. houses on,a, ﬂood plain and as a result they will build even more homes on fiood plains. This will
!ead to a greater strain on ET‘I‘IEI‘QEHE‘,F E.emces in future, which would be unnecessary if builders were
discouraged from using such land. In fact, it would be'more appropnate if & new property is knowingly-
built on a flood piain for the locai planning authority (LPA), the Environment Agency and the house-builder
to take steps to ensure that itis built appropriately to cope wnth the nsk mvolved not encourage higher
insurance premjums. : : -

The pnce paid for properties subject to flooding reflects the nsk owners should be aware that flooding
may occur and the lower purchase price is to allow for the cost of coping with any damage. To seek
household insurance for such a property, the insurance company would assess the risk and, as with afl
other insurance, the higher the risk the higher the premium. |

In conclusion, we do not believe that any changes should be made to the current sensible arrangement as
the cost of this subsidy, regardiess of whether it is financed wa taxation or via a fund provided by
insurance companies, will eventually fall on those living in homes not subject to a predictable flood risk.
Other purchasers/owners of properties in this country have to take personal responsibility for the cost of
insurance whatever risks are involved. Hawng a subsnd-,r for flood msurance is unfalr = )

We be'lieve that hunldmg dwelllngs un ﬁmd plains ;s n{:-t in the nahunal mterest shoutd be avmded at all
hmes, and ot encouraged b*,r lnsurance suhsldles : i
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