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Search and seizure: premises

About this guidance

Definition of premises
Powers to enter and
search premises
Search warrants

S19, 20, 22 Police and
Criminal Evidence Act,
general power to seize
Seize and sift powers,
Criminal Justice and
Police Act 2001
Restrictions on
searching and items you

cannot seize

Providing access to and
copying seized material
Standards you must
meet when searching
premises

Good practice for
search of premises
Planning a premises
search

Conducting a premises
search

This guidance tells criminal investigators in Immigration Enforcement G and Financial

(CFI) teams about their powers to search premises and seize items t

It tells you about:

¢ a definition of premises

e powers to:
o make searches and apply for search warrants (in€ludin gislation and
powers) ‘
o seize items of evidence
restrictions on searching

conduct and standards you nged to wh arching
tips on planning and conduct arc
recording details of the search

It only applies to:

on CFJteams

support teams, in Immigration Enforcement

e immigration officers

rder crime teams under the National Crime Agency, or on
ngagement (ICE) arrest team you must use your own
ough some may be the same).

d, Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales have powers under the
J can continue to use these.

All officers in Eng
immigration acts 2

There are new powers given for immigration officers in England and Wales under the Police

In this section
Changes to this
gquidance

Contact
Information owner

Related links

The Police and Criminal
Evidence Act (PACE)
Order 2013 explained
Applying for search
warrants in Scotland

External links
PACE Order 2013
Section 55 Powers of
immigration officers
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and Criminal Evidence (PACE) (Application to immigration officers and designated customs
officials in England and Wales) Order 2013. For more information, see related links:

e PACE Order 2013
e The Police and Criminal Evidence Act (PACE) Order 2013 explaingés

There are new powers for immigration officers in Scotland under sect rime and
Courts Act 2013. For more information, see related links:

e Section 55 Powers of an immigration officer
¢ Applying for search warrants in Scotland

You must only use those powers you are trained for and t
currently in.

t app the role you are

Changes to this guidance: This page tells
of this guidance.

as changed since the previous version

Contacts: This page tells you who to
manager can’t answer your questi

Information owner: This page
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Search and seizure: premises

Changes to this guidance

About this guidance
Definition of premises
Powers to enter and
search premises
Search warrants

S19, 20, 22 Police and
Criminal Evidence Act,
general power to seize
Seize and sift powers,
Criminal Justice and
Police Act 2001
Restrictions on
searching and items you

cannot seize

Providing access to and
copying seized material
Standards you must
meet when searching
premises

Good practice for
search of premises
Planning a premises
search

Conducting a premises
search

This page lists changes to the ‘Search and seizure: premises’ guidance,

recent at the top.

the most Related links

Standards you must

Date of the change

Details of the change

meet when searching

for ch of premises:

29 April 2015 Change request: premises
e Standards you must meet See also
premises — deleted sec ‘ Contact
justice
¢ minor housgkeeping.changes Information owner
22 April 2014 Change request:

9 December 2013
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Search and seizure: premises

Definition of premises

About this guidance This page tells criminal investigators in Immigration Enforcement Criming d Financial External links
Powers to enter and (CFI) teams a definition of what ‘premises’ are. Section 23 Meaning of
search premises premises (PACE)
Search warrants Section 23 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (PACE) 1984 defi Section 25 Meaning of
S19, 20, 22 Police and premises (PACE NI)
Criminal Evidence Act, e any place and, in particular, includes any:

general power to seize o vehicle, vessel, aircraft or hovercraft

offshore installation
renewable energy installation
tent or movable structure ‘

Seize and sift powers,
Criminal Justice and
Police Act 2001
Restrictions on
searching and items you | When, where and how you are allowed to car
cannot seize
Providing access to and e whether you have made an
copying seized material e where you made the arrest

o O O

premises depends on:

Standards you must e your powers to enter and se r the various acts
meet when searching
premises If you work in Northern Irelan [ Police and Criminal Evidence (Northern
Good practice for Ireland) Order 1989 (PAC ' ame definition.
search of premises
Planning a premises For more information, s
search
Conducting a premises e Sectio
search e Section 2
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Search and seizure: premises

Powers to enter and search premises

About this guidance
Definition of premises
Search warrants

S19, 20, 22 Police and
Criminal Evidence Act,
general power to seize
Seize and sift powers,
Criminal Justice and
Police Act 2001
Restrictions on
searching and items you

cannot seize

Providing access to and
copying seized material
Standards you must
meet when searching
premises

Good practice for
search of premises
Planning a premises
search

Conducting a premises
search

This section tells criminal investigators in Immigration Enforcement Crim and Financial

(CFIl) teams about their powers to enter and search premises.

If you are working on a CF| team in Immigration Enforcement your po
an authorised immigration officer with arrest and criminal investi

Depending on what training you have received and what po
power to:

sing, you have the

e search for:
o a person you want to arrest
o evidence of an offence
o evidence of nationality
o documents

e apply for search warrants

¢ do these searches without a war
powers)

e seize and retain items y

e apply to see special

\ 4

in som cumstances (using statutory (legal)

ictions on searching and items you cannot seize, see link on

For a full list of séakch powers under the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE) and
immigration legislation, see related links:

e Powers of arrest, entry and search under PACE

In this section
Powers to enter and
search - leqgislation

Related links

S9 Police and Criminal
Evidence Act: access to
restricted material
Powers of an immigration
officer

Applying for search
warrants in Scotland
The Police and Criminal
Evidence Act (PACE)
Order 2013 explained

External links

Police and Criminal
Evidence Act (PACE)
1984

Police and Criminal
Evidence Order (PACE
NI)

Police and Criminal
Evidence (PACE) Order
2013

Section 24 Criminal Law
(Consolidation)(Scotland)
Act 1995
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e Powers of arrest, entry and search under immigration legislation

Once you have found what you are looking for your power to search e
the search.

You must only use those powers and acts that:

e you have had training for

¢ relate to:
o your job on the criminal investigation team
o offences investigated by the Home Office

Whichever powers you use you must always, comply with Po

(PACE) code of practice B which tells you to t
For more information on the legislation, see rela ink.
Officers working in CFI operationa

provide support to the CFl teams. Th
follow this guidance.

Police working on CFl teams i ers from the same sections of PACE or, in
Northern Ireland, from th [ iminal Evidence (Northern Ireland) Order 1989

e Police
e Police a idence (Northern Ireland) Order (PACE NI)

Police and Ciri
and designated
The PACE order

stoms officials) Order 2013
3 came into effect on 26 June 2013. It only applies:

e in England and Wales

nd Criminal Evidence
rself during a search.

in Immigration Enforcement can
ir powers from these acts and must

| Evidence Act (PACE)1984 (Application to immigration officers

and you must stop | Downloads

Police and Criminal
Evidence (PACE)code of
practice B 2011

Powers of arrest, entry
and search under PACE
Powers of arrest, entry
and search under
immigration legislation
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¢ to immigration officers who have been authorised to use PACE

You must only use these new powers if you have attended the mandatg
Once you have attended you receive a letter to confirm you are authori
powers. These then become the main powers you use rather than the immigsation acts.

training course.

If you have not been trained to use the new PACE powers you must ¢
powers under the immigration acts.

For more information, see related links:

e Police and Criminal Evidence (PACE) Order 2013
e The Police and Criminal Evidence ActgAC Order2013 ined

Sco
rs when"applying for search warrants.

Crime and Court Act 2013: officers workin
This act gives additional powers to immigration o

For more information, see related |

e Powers of an immigration
e Section 24 Criminal Law idati cotland) Act 1995
e Applying for search warr i

Customs functions
These functi are now
Force.

red by the National Crime Agency and some teams in Border
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Search and seizure: premises

Powers to enter and search: legislation

About this guidance
Definition of premises
Powers to enter and
search premises
Search warrants
Section 19, 20, 22
Police and Criminal
Evidence Act, general
power to seize

Seize and sift powers,
Criminal Justice and
Police Act 2001
Restrictions on
searching and items you

cannot seize

Providing access to and
copying seized material
Standards you must
meet when searching
premises

Good practice for
search of premises
Planning a premises
search

Conducting a premises
search

d Financial

This page tells criminal investigators in Immigration Enforcement Crimin
(CFI) teams which legislation gives them powers to enter and search p

You have powers to enter and search premises from the:

e immigration acts
e Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE)

You must only use PACE powers if you have received thexele
authorised to use PACE. ‘

Ing and have been

You must read the relevant sections of the act ake ou understand what they

authorise you to do. See related links.

For more information on making arr: see related link: Arrests.

Acts which give you powers , ch and seizure

Act What it allows

Section 17, Police and in ide
Act 1984 (PACE).

Entry and search in order to make an
arrest.

Only the following sections apply to
designated (authorised) criminal
investigation officers:

17 (1)(a)(i)
17(1)(b)

17 (1)(cb)(i)
17(1)(d)

Related links
Arrests

External links

Section 17 Police and
Criminal Evidence Act
(PACE)

Section 18 Police and
Criminal Evidence Act
(PACE)

Part Il Immigration Act
1971 criminal
proceedings

Section 44 UK Borders
Act 2007

Section 46 UK Borders
Act 2007
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. 17(2)
o 17(4)

You do not have the powehto enter and
search to:

e make an arrest f¢ S umder the
acts listed ip

Section 18, Police and Criminal Evidence ‘
Act 1984 (PACE).
Section 28C, Immigration Act 1971.

and search in order to make an
rre

Section 28CA, Immigration Act 19 and search in order to make an

ar

This power is not used by criminal
investigation teams. It allows an assistant
director to authorise entry to business
premises and is used by arrest teams.

You can only use it where there is no
intention to prosecute. You must apply for a
warrant instead.

gration Act 1971. Entry and search after arrest.

ration Act 1971. Entry and search after arrest.

Section 28E, |
Section 28F, Im

This section only applies to offences under
sections 25, 25A or 25B of the Immigration
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Act 1971 (facilitation offences).
Section 28FA, Immigration Act 1971. Entry and search of business premises.
Paragraph 25A of schedule 2, Immigration | Entry and search to loalafor specified
Act 1971. ‘relevant’ documents.
Sections 44 and 46, UK Borders Act 2007. | Entry and search to loo

documents.

For more information on making arrests and to read the acts, se

e Section 17 Police and Criminal Evidence Act (PACE)
e Section 18 Police and Criminal Evidence Act (P )
e Section 44 UK Borders Act 2007

e Section 46 UK Borders Act 2007 ‘

For sections 28C,CA,E,F, FA and paragraph of sc 2 of the Immigration Act

1971, see related link: Part Ill Immigration :: 19 riminal proceedings.
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Search and seizure: premises

Search warrants

About this guidance
Definition of premises
Powers to enter and
search premises

S19, 20, 22 Police and
Criminal Evidence Act,
general power to seize
Seize and sift powers,
Criminal Justice and
Police Act 2001
Restrictions on
searching and items you

This section tells criminal investigators in Immigration Enforcement Crim
(CFI) teams about their powers to apply for search warrants and wher:
about executing (using) a search warrant.

You can only:

e apply for a search warrant to enter and search premis i
crime
¢ use the powers you have had training for

o immigration

Your powers to apply for warrants to enter r% ise uct searches come from:

In this section
Applying for search
warrants in Scotland

Related links
34 Warrants

External links
Section 8 power of
justice of the peace to

cannot seize

Providing access to and
copying seized material
Standards you must
meet when searching
premises

Good practice for
search of premises
Planning a premises
search

Conducting a premises
search

Act he warrant allows you to do

authorise entry and
search of premises
Immigration Act 1971

Section 8, Police and Criminal E te
(PACE) 1984.

search premises.

Section 45 search for
evidence of nationality:

Enter and search in order to make an
arrest.

Section 28B, Immigration Act 19

other premises
Section 15 PACE

Section 28D, Immigration Act1971. Enter and search premises for ‘relevant
evidence’ (evidence relating to the

suspected offence).

search warrants

safequards
Section 16 PACE

Act 19 Enter and search business premises for

employee records.

Section 28FB, Immigra

Enter and search premises in order to
arrest a person liable to detention under
paragraph 16(2) of this schedule.

Paragraph le
Act 1971.

migration

Section 45, U rders Act 2007. Enter and search for nationality documents.

For the exact wording in the acts, see related links.

PACE warrants

execution of

warrants

Section 28J Immigration
Act 1971 search
warrants: safeguards
Section 28K Immigration
Act 1971 execution of
warrants
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You can apply to a justice of the peace (JP) or magistrate for a warrant. PACE does not
apply in Scotland. For more information on applying for warrants in Scotland, see related
link.

Section 8 search warrants are valid for three months and you can use t ore than once

(even unlimited times) if the JP or magistrate authorises it.
Immigration warrants

You can apply to a JP or a sheriff in Scotland for a warrant to ] remises.
But in practice you usually apply to a magistrates’ court in Eg

Immigration warrants are valid for one month and you c

Executing (using) warrants and safegua‘
The acts contain information and guidance ab

e applying for and using searc
e people accompanying you w warrant and what they are allowed to do
You must read the following secti
search warrant. You can also fi
section 34 of the enforcement
links:

as this guidance before applying for or using a
tion about applying for and using warrants in
and guidance. For more information, see related

o warrants safeguards

o n of warrants

o t 1971 search warrants: safeguards
e Section Act 1971 execution of warrants

e 34 Warra
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Search and seizure: premises

Applying for search warrants in Scotland

About this guidance
Definition of premises
Powers to enter and
search premises
Search warrants

S19, 20, 22 Police and
Criminal Evidence Act,
general power to seize
Seize and sift powers,
Criminal Justice and
Police Act 2001
Restrictions on
searching and items you

cannot seize

Providing access to and
copying seized material
Standards you must
meet when searching
premises

Good practice for
search of premises
Planning a premises
search

Conducting a premises
search

This page tells criminal investigators in Immigration Enforcement Criminali@nd Financial

(CF1) teams about applying for search warrants in Scotland.

If you are an immigration officer in Scotland you use the same powers
acts as immigration officers in other parts of the UK. These re
to get a warrant.

However, the Crime and Courts Act 2013 has given yo

: Scotland

cotland) Act 1995 (CPA 1995)
. Th ns you can serve and

in Scotland.

New powers under section 55 Crime andﬁour
Section 55 amended section 307 of the Cri

to include an immigration officer as an offlcer
execute any warrant if you are an immigr:

You must have a certificate from th
this power.

tate"showing you have authority to use

For more information on the |

Immigration’ and ‘nationality’ offences defined in
nsolidation)(Scotland) Act 1995, see related link. If the offence

migration offence’
ence’ is an offence involving conduct (action) which relates to the
more people who are not nationals of the UK to:

An ‘immigration o
entitlement of one

e enter

External links

Section 55 Powers of
immigration officers
Section 307 Criminal
Procedures (Scotland)
Act 1995 —
interpretation

British Nationality Act
1981

Hong Kong Act 1985
Hong Kong (War Wives
and Widows) Act 1996
British Nationality (Hong
Kong) Act 1997

British Overseas
Territories Act 2002
Criminal Law
(Consolidation)(Scotland)
Act 1995
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e ftransit across
e bein, the UK

This includes any conduct which relates to conditions or other controls G
entitlement.

Definition of a ‘nationality offence’
A ‘nationality offence’ is an offence involving conduct which is carried @
purposes of, or in relation to an:

e enactment in the:
British Nationality Act 1981

Hong Kong Act 1985

Hong Kong (War Wives and Widovx&Ac
British Nationality (Hong Kong) Act 19
British Overseas Territories Act 2002
e instrument made under an

O O O O O

For more information on the above le i lated links.

When you are likely to use t
This power means you can in some circumstances where you do not
or example, for some offences under section 14

of the Asylum and Im [ t of Claimants) Act 2004.

However, yo 3 case individually to make sure it meets the criteria of being
an ‘immigratic 2 ' ence. There may be circumstances where these criteria

possessing a false identity card with improper intention, contrary to
section 4 of Identity Documents Act 2010, would be an ‘immigration offence’ if the
‘improper intention’ was to evade the immigration controls but

e would not be an offence if the ‘improper intention’ was to be able to drive in this country
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or open a bank account

What to do if you are not sure you can apply for a warrant under the
If you apply for a warrant under the CPA 1995 for an offence which is n@
‘nationality’ offence it means:

CPA 1995
an ‘immigration’ or

e any evidence you seize under that warrant could be challenged may not
be accepted

e previous convictions in other cases could be questione ediifievidence was
gathered incorrectly on the same basis

If there is any doubt whether the offence falls into one o s or whether you

e ask a police constable to apply for a warr: If, but remember:
o you would have to have a constable with te (serve) the warrant

e consider asking the Crown Qffice ura iscal Service (COPFS) for advice
before you apply for a warran

The COPFS would be prosecuti
seize all evidence correctly. Y@u must use

ce, so they have an interest in making sure you
| procedures for contacting these offices.
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Search and seizure: premises

S19, 20, 22 Police and Criminal Evidence Act: general power to seize

About this guidance
Definition of premises
Powers to enter and
search premises
Search warrants

Seize and sift powers,
Criminal Justice and
Police Act 2001
Restrictions on
searching and items you

cannot seize

Providing access to and
copying seized material
Standards you must
meet when searching
premises

Good practice for
search of premises
Planning a premises
search

Conducting a premises
search

This page tells criminal investigators in Immigration Enforcement Criming
(CFI) teams about the general power they have to seize and retain (keg
sections 19, 20 and 22 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (PACE

You must only use this power if you have received the relevant
designated (authorised) powers to use PACE.

Section 19 of PACE: general power of seizure

This power of seizure exists even if you have not arreste
anything you have reasonable grounds to bglieve:

seize it to prevent it being con

For more information, see relat

ed information

Section 20 of PACE: seizihg
[ mation in electronic format, see related link.

This section gives more

mpute
uti

the seized items
ing items you have seized under sections 19 or 20.

Section 22
This section

For more infor ted link: Section 22 Retention.

External links
Section 19 General

power of seizure

Section 20 Extension of

powers of seizure to

computerised

information

Section 22 Retention
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Search and seizure: premises

Seize and sift powers: Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001

About this guidance
Definition of premises
Powers to enter and
search premises
Search warrants

S19, 20, 22 Police and
Criminal Evidence Act,
general power to seize
Restrictions on
searching and items you

cannot seize

Providing access to and
copying seized material
Standards you must
meet when searching
premises

Good practice for
search of premises
Planning a premises
search

Conducting a premises
search

This section tells criminal investigators in Immigration Enforcement Crim
(CFI) teams about their additional power to search premises under the
Police Act (CJPA) 2001. This allows you to seize items, and sift throu

Part 2 of the CJPA deals with property seized at premises. Secii
Criminal Evidence Act (PACE), code of practice B gives you

You can only use this power:

o for arrests made or warrants applied fepund e fo
Act 1971:
o 28D(3)
o section 28E(5)

o section 28F(6)

ing sections of the Immigration

Section 50: add
You must:

onal powers of seizure from premises

e be on the premises lawfully
¢ have reasonable grounds to believe:

In this section
Seize and sift powers:

retaining property
Seize and sift powers:
examining property
Seize and sift powers:
returning property

External links
Criminal Justice and
Police Act (CJPA) part 2
powers of seizure
Section 28D Entry and
search of premises
Section 28E Entry and
search of premises
following arrest

Section 28F Entry and
search of premises
following arrest under
section 25, 25A, or 25B

Downloads

Police and Criminal
Evidence Act code of
practice B 2011

ENF 274

Page 18 of 57
April 2015

Search and seizure: premises v3.0

Published for Home Office staff on 29



http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2001/16/part/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2001/16/part/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1971/77/section/28D
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1971/77/section/28D
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1971/77/section/28E
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1971/77/section/28E
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1971/77/section/28E
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1971/77/section/28F
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1971/77/section/28F
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1971/77/section/28F
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1971/77/section/28F

This document was archived on 14 September 2018
This guidance is based on: PACE 1984, PACE Order (application to immigration officers and designated customs officials) 2013, Immigration Act
1971, Immigration and Asylum Act 1999, UK Borders Act 2007 and Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001.

o an item is or contains something you would have the authority to search
o you would have authority to seize the item if you find it

You must not take any more property than is necessary, and bear in minghthere are
implications for the owner, especially if the property you take relates to the: i

Section 51: Additional powers of seizure from a person

This section relates to items found while you are searching a person.
consider are exactly the same as for section 50.

Section 52: Notice you must give to the occupier
This applies to property you have seized under section r
You must give a written notice to the occup’of mi which tells them why you are

S you must

using this power and what you have seized.

The notice you must use is form 27 el link.
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Search and seizure: premises

Seize and sift powers: retaining property

About this guidance
Definition of premises
Powers to enter and
search premises
Search warrants

S19, 20, 22 Police and
Criminal Evidence Act,
general power to seize
Seize and sift powers,
Criminal Justice and
Police Act 2001
Restrictions on
searching and items you

cannot seize

Providing access to and
copying seized material
Standards you must
meet when searching
premises

Good practice for
search of premises
Planning a premises
search

Conducting a premises
search

This page tells criminal investigators in Immigration Enforcement Criminga
(CFI1) teams about their power to retain (keep) property seized under
Criminal Justice and Police Act (CJPA) 2001.

nd Financial

Section 56 of the CJPA says you can keep property seized on
51 if:

e you were lawfully on the premises
e carrying out a lawful search of a person

You must have reasonable grounds to belie% ep

e was gained while an offence was bei
it being concealed, lost, da
e is evidence of an offence, and
altered, or destroyed

This section does not allow y
see related links:

e Seize and sift pow
e Seize
e Restric

In this section
Seize and sift powers:

examining property

Seize and sift powers:

returning property

External links
Criminal and Justice

Police Act (CJPA) part 2

powers of seizure
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Search and seizure: premises

Seize and sift powers: examining property

About this guidance
Definition of premises
Powers to enter and
search premises
Search warrants

S19, 20, 22 Police and
Criminal Evidence Act,
general power to seize
Seize and sift powers,
Criminal Justice and
Police Act 2001
Restrictions on
searching and items you

cannot seize

Providing access to and
copying seized material
Standards you must
meet when searching
premises

Good practice for
search of premises
Planning a premises
search

Conducting a premises
search

This page tells criminal investigators in Immigration Enforcement Crimin
(CFI) teams about examining and returning property seized under secti
Criminal Justice and Police Act (CJPA) 2001.

Section 53: examining the property you have seized
This section applies to items seized under section 50 and 51
some additional information.

It tells you about:

carrying out an initial examination of?o seized
how far you can examine it
returning items you do not have a

how to store items seized

r to'seize or keep

r cause unreasonable delay to your investigation
ough someone has asked to be present, you
the circumstances in writing

e consider if this woul
¢ if you go ahead wj
te a relevant item you are going to keep, you must:

er with copies of original documents you have seized if they ask for
in a new tamper evident bag

e give it a new &xhibit reference
e note the old bulk exhibit reference on the bag when completing the ‘where found’

In this section
Seize and sift powers:

retaining property

Seize and sift powers:

returning property

External links

Criminal Justice and
Police Act (CJPA) part 2
powers of seizure
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Search and seizure: premises

Seize and sift powers: returning property

About this guidance
Definition of premises
Powers to enter and
search premises
Search warrants

S19, 20, 22 Police and
Criminal Evidence Act,
general power to seize
Seize and sift powers,
Criminal Justice and
Police Act 2001
Restrictions on
searching and items you

cannot seize

Providing access to and
copying seized material
Standards you must
meet when searching
premises

Good practice for
search of premises
Planning a premises
search

Conducting a premises
search

This page tells criminal investigators in Immigration Enforcement Crimin
(CFIl) teams about returning property seized under sections 50 and 51
Justice and Police Act (CJPA) 2001.

Sections 54 and 55: returning restricted items
These sections deal with items that are:

e subject to legal privilege

e excluded

e special procedure material ‘
If you find any of these items when examining t
possible. You do not need to wait until th
return these items.

rope must return them as soon as
of all seized property is completed to

For more information on restricted item
items you cannot seize.

left: Restrictions on searching and

Section 58 CJPA: returni
This section tells you w

perty
e property to and how long you can keep it.

ou
if there is a compelling reason, for example:

ipg to return it to is not available
e to return a large amount of material

Section 59 — 61:@pplications for the return of property
Any person with afpinterest in the property you have seized can apply to a judicial authority
(court) to have all or part of it returned. You must:

In this section
Seize and sift powers:

retaining property

Seize and sift powers:

examining property

External links

Criminal Justice and
Police Act (CJPA) part 2
powers of seizure
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¢ tell the officer in charge as soon as possible if you think someone with an interest in
the property is going to make an application to have it returned under section 59
¢ store this property separately from any property you have seized gnder other powers

If you are the officer in charge, you must:

e Secure the property after the person has made the application fc
This means, you must make sure it is not:
o examined, copied, photographed, or used for anythi
consents or a judicial authority authorises it
o record everything in writing and get signed cons
For full details and the exact wording of the act, see relat inal Justice and Police
Act (CJPA) part 2 powers of seizure. ‘
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Search and seizure: premises

Restrictions on searching and items you cannot seize

About this guidance
Definition of premises
Powers to enter and
search premises
Search warrants

S19, 20, 22 Police and
Criminal Evidence Act,
general power to seize
Seize and sift powers,
Criminal Justice and
Police Act 2001
Providing access to and

copying seized material
Standards you must
meet when searching
premises

Good practice for
search of premises
Planning a premises
search

Conducting a premises
search

This section tells criminal investigators in Immigration Enforcement Crim
(CFIl) teams about restrictions on what they can conduct a search for,
what they are allowed to seize and how to get access to restricted ma

Restrictions on searching
The powers you have under the various acts tell you:

e reasons why you can conduct a search
¢ what items you can search for

For example, you can search for evidence (’

e a relevant offence
¢ nationality in some cases

It is your responsibility to check a now exactly:

e which powers you are u duct a search

o what those powers W

u. If the case goes to court this is a question you
expected to know the answer.

Do not rely on somebo
could be as

Multiple occ
Generally if yo earching in multiple occupancy premises remember:
e the searchi ited to:

o areas occupied by the arrested person

o communal areas

o areas specified on the warrant if you have one

In this section

S9 Police and Criminal
Evidence Act: access to
restricted material

Related links
Conducting a premises
search

External links
Section 10 Meaning of
‘items subject to legal
privilege’ PACE
Section 11 Meaning of
‘excluded material’
PACE

Section 14 Meaning of
‘special procedure
material’ PACE

Police and Criminal
Evidence (Northern
Ireland) Order 1989
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e you need a separate warrant for each room occupied by a different person
¢ if you do not have a warrant and you still want to enter or make a search you must get
informed consent. For more information, see link on left: Conducting a premises search

You must make sure you know exactly what the restrictions are dependi which power
you are using.

Items you cannot search for or seize
The Police and Criminal Evidence Act (PACE) 1984 and the
(Northern Ireland) Order 1989 (PACE NI) states the items yg

Evidence
gize. They are:

¢ items subject to legal privilege, which are:
o covered in section 10 of PACE and article 12 of
o to do with communications betweeni@ le '
representative, and giving legal advic
e ‘excluded’ material which is material held in fidence and is:
o covered in section 11 of PACE [ PACE NI
o personal records gathered e course of trade, business, profession or
other occupation (see bullet b
o human tissue or tissue flui
o journalistic material, fi
e ‘special procedure’ mate

d their client, or their

diagnosis or medical treatment
ents or other records

or mental health
elling or assistance given to them
e counselling given by a voluntary organisation or individual who:
o because of the office they hold or their occupation, is responsible for the individual’s
personal welfare

e spiritual co
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o is responsible for supervising them under a court order

For the exact wording in the act, see related links:

Section 10 Meaning of ‘items subject to legal privilege’ PACE
Section 11 Meaning of ‘excluded material’ PACE

Section 14 Meaning of ‘special procedure material’ PACE
Police and Criminal Evidence (Northern Ireland) Order 19

‘N
\
™
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Search and seizure: premises

S9, Police and Criminal Evidence Act: access to restricted material

About this guidance
Definition of premises
Powers to enter and
search premises
Search warrants

S19, 20, 22 Police and
Criminal Evidence Act,
general power to seize
Seize and sift powers,
Criminal Justice and
Police Act 2001
Restrictions on
searching and items you

cannot seize

Providing access to and
copying seized material
Standards you must
meet when searching
premises

Good practice for
search of premises
Planning a premises
search

Conducting a premises
search

This page tells criminal investigators in Immigration Enforcement Crimig
teams about applying to see excluded or special procedure material
Police and Criminal Evidence Act (PACE) 1984.

ancial (CFI)

When you conduct a search you cannot seize or examine iteg =ct to legal
privilege, ‘excluded’ or ‘special procedure’ material. For morg

Restrictions on searching and items you cannot seize.

Section 9 and schedule 1 of PACE allows y
and ‘special procedure’ material, in relation
certain access conditions have been met.

There are 2 sets of access conditi
conditions in either set have been is t
question is provided to you.

ication you must show that all
judge can order the material in

You are not likely to make an
and paragraphs 1 — 6 of sche E and make sure you meet all requirements of

an application.

For more info

e Section 9
e Schedule 1

ial provisions as to access
ecial procedure

External links

Section 9 special
provisions as to access
Schedule 1 special

procedure
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Search and seizure: premises

Providing access to and copying seized material

About this guidance
Definition of premises
Powers to enter and
search premises
Search warrants

S19, 20, 22 Police and
Criminal Evidence Act,
general power to seize
Seize and sift powers,
Criminal Justice and
Police Act 2001
Restrictions on
searching and items you
cannot seize
Standards you must
meet when searching
premises

Good practice for
search of premises
Planning a premises
search

Conducting a premises
search

covered in:

e section 21 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (P
this act
e article 23 of the Police and Criminal Evidence (Nort
property seized under this order (whic* idenmtical t
e section 28I of the Immigration Act 1971, f
which largely mirrors PACE

For more information, see relate

This page tells criminal investigators in Immigration Enforcement Crimina
(CFI) teams about the access they must provide to the owners of seize

If you seize items you must provide access to the person they were sé

nd Financial
ial.

pr@perty seized under

rder 1989 for

External links

Section 28I Seized
material: access and
copyin

Section 21 Access and
copying.

Article 23 Access and
copyin

Downloads

Police and Criminal
Evidence Act (PACE)
code of practice B 2011
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Search and seizure: premises

Standards you must meet when searching premises

About this guidance
Definition of premises
Powers to enter and
search premises
Search warrants

S19, 20, 22 Police and
Criminal Evidence Act,
general power to seize
Seize and sift powers,
Criminal Justice and
Police Act 2001
Restrictions on
searching and items you

cannot seize

Providing access to and
copying seized material
Good practice for
search of premises
Planning a premises
search

Conducting a premises
search

This section tells criminal investigators in Immigration Enforcement Crim
(CFI) teams about the standards they must meet when conducting a se

It contains information on the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (PACE
practice B, see related link.

Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 code of practice
PACE code of practice B also tells you about standards@nd
conducting searches. See related link.

ct yau must meet when

Where else you can find information on searchi
Immigration trained investigation officers will h
enforcement and arrest trained officers. F

O

adt e or similar search training as
rmation on this, see related links:

ore

¢ 31 Enforcement visits
e 41 Searching premises

In this section
Police and Criminal
Evidence Act code of

practice B

Related links

31 Enforcement visits
41 Searching premises
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Search and seizure: premises

Police and Criminal Evidence Act code of practice B

About this guidance
Definition of premises
Powers to enter and
search premises
Search warrants

S19, 20, 22 Police and
Criminal Evidence Act,
general power to seize
Seize and sift powers,
Criminal Justice and
Police Act 2001
Restrictions on
searching and items you

cannot seize

Providing access to and
copying seized material
Standards you must
meet when searching
premises

Good practice for
search of premises
Planning a premises
search

Conducting a premises
search

This page tells criminal investigators in Immigration Enforcement Crimin
(CFI) teams about their obligation to comply with the Police and Crimi
(PACE) 1984 code of practice B, when carrying out a search.

PACE code B deals with police powers to search premises, sei
found on premises and people. It tells officers how to condu
For more information, see related link: Police and Criminal E
practice B 2011.

ave similar powers to

Part Il of the Immigration Act 1971 — crimir‘pro ding
ct. For information, see related

immigration officers in relation to certain offenc
link: Part lll Criminal Proceedings.

Section 145 the Immigration and when using these powers
immigration officers must comply wi ding provisions in the PACE code. This
means you must comply with PACE ¢ B if you are working on a criminal
investigation team (exceptin S this provision does not apply).

The code covers:

powers of entry

Privacy and respedctfor private life are also covered in the Human Rights Act 1998, article 8.
To comply with this when you conduct a search, you must:

Related links
Using reasonable force
Method of entry (MoE)

policy

External links
Part Il Criminal

Proceedings
Section 145 Codes of

practice.
Article 8 Right to respect

for private and family life

Downloads

Police and Criminal
Evidence Act (PACE)
code of practice B 2001.
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e make sure the search is justified and necessary
e remember it may interfere significantly with the occupier’s privacy
e minimise any interference as much as possible

For more information, see related link: Article 8 Right to respect and pri ily life.

General conduct when searching
When you conduct a search or seize property, you must:

use your powers responsibly and fairly
show respect for anyone occupying the premises

be courteous
n&e a

not discriminate

only use reasonable force when it is

- for more information on reasonable forc

o in relation to people, see related links Usi asonable force, and

f entry (MOE) policy

of

in

perty you seize

ortionate to the circumstances

To fully understand all the requiremen code you will need to read it, but some
general points about your cond i arch are that you:

o whe

are not on thg premises
¢ must conduct the search causing as little disruption as possible to those present
e must allow a friend, neighbour or other person to witness the search if the occupier
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wishes:
o unless this would seriously hinder the search
o you do not have to delay a search unduly to allow someone to attend

¢ do not have to caution a person to ask them questions that are on tended to make
the search more effective, for example, asking:
o where a key is
o for cooperation

e must leave a list of items seized, which is:
o on a copy of the warrant
o a list if entry was by consent

If you do not comply with this code, evidence you seize durin ay not be
admissible in court. ‘

S
>
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Search and seizure: premises

Good practice for search of premises

About this guidance
Definition of premises
Powers to enter and
search premises
Search warrants

S19, 20, 22 Police and
Criminal Evidence Act,
general power to seize
Seize and sift powers,
Criminal Justice and
Police Act 2001
Restrictions on
searching and items you

cannot seize

Providing access to and
copying seized material
Standards you must
meet when searching
premises

Planning a premises
search

Conducting a premises
search

This page tells criminal investigators in Immigration Enforcement Crimin
(CFI) teams about good practice to adopt when searching premises.

@' to

cess are absent
that a the occupier or any other
the object of the search or endanger

The officer in charge (OIC) of the search must first:
e try to communicate with the occupier or any other persg access to the
premises
¢ explain the authority under which entry is sought
e ask the occupier to allow entry, unless:
o the premises are unoccupied
o the occupier and any other person entitled
o there are reasonable grounds for belie
person entitled to grant access w
officers or other people

state the purpose and grounds for the search

¢ introduce any per. you on the search

Related links

External links

Police and Criminal
Evidence Act (PACE)
code of practice B 2001

Section 28CA

Immigration Act 1971
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you must, unless it is impractical, give the occupier a copy of the notice of rights and
entitlements (referred to as ‘the notice’) which is in the premises search book (PSB).

You must complete the following sections of the notice before you give e the occupier:
e address and type of premises

e power or statutory power under which you are making the searc
¢ the informed consent is fully completed and signed by the 0 ansent
e OIC name, office, address and date

If the notice is served before the search begins it will noidoe e tolenter the start and
finish time of the search. You can add these details to th y once you know it.
If you fail to do this it does not affect the Ieg@ty of the se

You can, if it is practical, give a copy of the no and to the occupier, or some
other person who appears to be in charge of the ises before the search begins if they
are present. This is unless the Ol as eli it would:

¢ frustrate the object of the search
e endanger officers or other

You are not required to en the copy of the warrant when you give it to the occupier.
r person appears to you to be in charge of the

premises, yQ a prominent place on the premises a copy of the:

After execution (using) you must also endorse the original warrant to show:
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o ifany:
o of the people or articles specified in the warrant were found
o other articles were seized

o the date and time it was executed

¢ the name of the occupier (if they are present) or, if the occupier i ent, the
name of the person in charge of the premises

accompanied them
¢ whether a copy of the warrant and a copy of the notice
o handed to the occupier or, if the occupier is not pkeseni on in charge of the
premises
¢ if the occupier or other person in char*oft remiges was not present:
o the name of the OIC
the date and time of the search
if it was then left on the premises
where it was left

@)
@)
@)

Where reference is made to ‘impractical’ or ‘if practical’ in relation to the service of forms this
refers to the situation the officers face or the reaction of the occupants. If the occupants
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refuse to accept the forms or are violent, the officer is unable to serve the forms to them
because of their reaction, and so must record the situation and any justification in the scene
notes of the PSB.

For more information, see related links:

¢ Police and Criminal Evidence Act (PACE) code of practice B 20

e Section 28CA Immigration Act 1971

Page 37 of 57 Search and seizure: premises v3.0 Published for Home Office staff on 29
April 2015



This document was archived on 14 September 2018

This guidance is based on: PACE 1984, PACE Order (application to immigration officers and designated customs officials) 2013, Immigration Act
1971, Immigration and Asylum Act 1999, UK Borders Act 2007 and Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001.

Search and seizure: premises

Planning a premises search

About this guidance
Definition of premises
Powers to enter and
search premises
Search warrants

S19, 20, 22 Police and
Criminal Evidence Act,
general power to seize
Seize and sift powers,
Criminal Justice and
Police Act 2001
Restrictions on
searching and items you

cannot seize

Providing access to and
copying seized material
Standards you must
meet when searching
premises

Good practice for
search of premises

Conducting a premises
search

This section tells criminal investigators in Immigration Enforcement Crim
(CFI1) teams what administrative things they must consider when planni
search.

you would any other operational deployment. This mea

e knowing what powers you are using t(‘o th
restrictions on what you can do

¢ deciding what power of entry you are goin

o entry by warrant

o using a statutory power

o by informed consent

making all of the checks you

planning an operational by

doing a risk assessment

recording your actio

use,

entify any risks in advance

anning
— responsibilities

e Powers to enter and search premises
e Restrictions on searching and items you cannot seize

In this section
Planning a premises

search, practical

considerations

Related links
Operational briefings
and planning

Telling officers about
risks - responsibilities
Premises search book
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If the search takes place at short notice, for example following an arrest, you must:

o still make all checks you can which must include checks with the IG
o intelligence unit
o police control room
e conduct a risk assessment and give an operational briefing whi ord in
your notebook if you have not had time to write them out in
e make sure you update the record of investigation as so
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Search and seizure: premises

About this guidance
Definition of premises
Powers to enter and
search premises
Search warrants

S19, 20, 22 Police and
Criminal Evidence Act,
general power to seize
Seize and sift powers,
Criminal Justice and
Police Act 2001
Restrictions on
searching and items you

This page tells criminal investigators in Immigration Enforcement Crimina
(CF1) teams what practical things they must consider when planning a pfé

Consider

nd Financial

Related links
Operational briefings
and planning
Premises search book

Entry and exit:

Identify potential points of ent

e doors, gates and alle
e what they are ma
e how you will get in

cannot seize

Providing access to and
copying seized material
Standards you must
meet when searching
premises

Good practice for
search of premises
Planning a premises
search

Conducting a premises
search

Type of premises:

What is the‘ain the premises:

e residentia omme buildings, for example:
aurant or factory

ing multiple occupancy

Time of the search:

inal Evidence Act (PACE) code of
s you conduct searches at a ‘reasonable’
s ft would hinder the purpose of the search.

officer and get authority, if you want to visit premises
(especially residential ones) very early in the morning or
te at night.

For more information, see related link: Police and Criminal

Evidence Act (PACE) code of practice B 2011.

this means you must speak to your supervising

For example:

e how you will control them

Tamper evident bags
Property control and
storage

Downloads

Police and Criminal
Evidence Act (PACE)
code of practice B 2011

Page 40 of 57
April 2015

Search and seizure: premises v3.0

Published for Home Office staff on 29




This guidance is based on: PACE 1984, PACE Order (application to immigration officers and designated customs officials) 2013, Immigration Act

This document was archived on 14 September 2018

1971, Immigration and Asylum Act 1999, UK Borders Act 2007 and Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001.

e where you will put them
e if you need to speak to them
e what you will do if they are arreste

Who will do the searching

Consider:

e having specific search teams
e allocating areas to be searched

Potential hazards:

This must be covered in your ri
examples are:

e kitchen implement
e dogs or other anim
¢ industgial equipment@nd chemicals
e drugs andyfire

ma on risk assessment, see related link:
i planning.

Search Kkit:

First aid kit:

but suggested items to include are:
bags of assorted sizes and types

print equipment

s and gloves of various sizes
protective over clothing and paper shoes
e camera

e stationery

This must be easily accessible in case you need it.

Premises sea

need them.

book.

Is useful to keep extras and continuation books in case you

For more information, see related link: Premises search
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Security and storage of Consider:
seized items:

e where you will keep seized items
the premises

e who will be responsible for the

e telling officers all bags must be

e you are still on

For more information, see re

bags.
Who will look at any seized | Think about:
items
e who isggoing to examine sel items to assess their
evidential v

e when an ere do this
Consider d items need to go once you leave
Id be:

Where will any seized items
be taken

¢ take them home with you

¢ |eave them on a desk or in a cupboard

e lock them in a drawer not intended for property
storage

You can lock them in a transit (temporary) property store
until they can be placed in the regular property store.
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For more information, see related link: Property control and
storage.

‘N
\
™
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Search and seizure: premises

Conducting a premises search

About this guidance
Definition of premises
Powers to enter and
search premises
Search warrants

S19, 20, 22 Police and
Criminal Evidence Act,
general power to seize
Seize and sift powers,
Criminal Justice and
Police Act 2001
Restrictions on
searching and items you

cannot seize

Providing access to and
copying seized material
Standards you must
meet when searching
premises

Good practice for
search of premises
Planning a premises
search

This section tells criminal investigators in Immigration Enforcement Crim
(CFI) teams about how to conduct and record a premises search. It co
paperwork and tips on searching.

Entry to premises
You must decide when planning your search what power of
can discuss this with your supervising officer if you are not s

to use. You

If you have a search warrant to enter premises you have'@aleg of entry. The owner
or occupier must let you in. If they do not you.may, use reasonable force to enter.
For more information on reasonable force, see gela Arrest teams — operational

procedures.

t depending on which section of the
a legal power of entry.

You can use a statutory power of
immigration acts you are using. Thi

sent of the occupier. You must only consider
this option once you have confifmed yo o other power of entry. This is because this
option does not give you galipower ofentry. It is also more likely to attract a complaint if
you do not explain it to cc r ly.

You can consider entry with theg e

f and show your Home Office warrant card, you:

0 give your name if you believe this would put you in danger, and

pur warrant number instead

e show the search warrant if you have one

¢ leave a copy 'of the endorsed warrant showing what has been seized or who has been
arrested, before you leave

e explain what power of entry you are using:

o can give

In this section
Roles when conducting

a premises search

Premises search book

Searching a room

Searching a vehicle

Related links

61 Arrest teams -
operational procedures
Method of entry (MoE)

policy
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o a search warrant
o statutory power
¢ if you are using informed consent:

o explain to the occupier why you want to come in

o tell them exactly what or who you are looking for

o advise them they can withdraw consent at any time before the
during the search

o itis essential you ask the occupier to sign the relevant section
search book to confirm they have understood, as soo, ' avoid any
disputes later on)

o if they do withdraw consent, you must leave the pre

as started or

If you have a search warrant to en it m Iso allow you to use force to enter

the premises if necessary.
A senior officer of at least Chi icer grade must authorise this and the
authorisation must be recorde@in writin

You are only allowed t Mo ve been trained, and you must:
e always
e wear th e equipment provided

If you are the officer in charge it is your responsibility to make sure the premises are secure
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before you leave, by:

premises
has in place

¢ confirming the occupier or other person allowed to be there is on
e arranging to secure the premises using local arrangements your o

For more information, see related link: Method of entry (MoE) policy.

Safety while searching
There are many types of premises you might have to search nt are
probably houses, restaurants, vehicles and places of work. infermation, see link on
left: Definition of premises. The principles are the same ou searching. You
just need to tailor your risk assessment and search to th i estion.

they are safe. This may mean
animal away. If you are

When you enter the team secure the premi* a
asking the occupier to, for example, turn off a
conducting a search of commercial premises yo

¢ if any industrial equipment ne offior if it is safe to leave it running
e whether to allow any members o ue working during the search
o how you are going to ke safe and secure if you do

It is important to consider this Because turning off industrial equipment may have a high
d to glaims being made against the Home Office.

The key to 3
The key to aig 2 [ e methodical. Wherever possible all searches of premises
must be carri | pai is best practice because it helps to:

e prevent acelsations of damage or theft, particularly around cash or valuable property
e makes sureithe search is thorough if you keep checking with each other

If for operational purposes you cannot search in pairs you must seek permission from the
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premises search officer or officer in charge to search on your own. If they agree you must
tell them immediately if you find anything significant so they can record details.

‘N
\
™
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Search and seizure: premises

Roles when conducting a premises search

About this guidance
Definition of premises
Powers to enter and
search premises
Search warrants

S19, 20, 22 Police and
Criminal Evidence Act,
general power to seize
Seize and sift powers,
Criminal Justice and
Police Act 2001
Restrictions on
searching and items you

cannot seize

Providing access to and
copying seized material
Standards you must
meet when searching
premises

Good practice for
search of premises
Planning a premises
search

Conducting a premises
search

This page tells criminal investigators in Immigration Enforcement Criminali@nd Financial

(CF1) teams about some specific roles which are needed to conduct a g

You will be given your role by the officer in charge (OIC) during the op
before the operation takes place. For more information on all o )
general, see related link: 61 Arrest teams — operational proce

Premises search book officer
If you are given this role it is your job to accurately recor
(deployment), arrests, searches and evider@ sei

You must complete a separate premises searc
multiple addresses are part of the same o tion®
book:

ok fo address you go to, even if
u must record in the premises search

enter and search premises
notes of what is happeni nts which occur
information given to
details of arrests
evidence seized
at statem

>

A significant s

‘one which appears capable of being used in evidence against the suspect, in particular a
direct admission af guilt’ (Police and Criminal Evidence Act (PACE) code of practice C 2012
11.4A). For more information, see related link: Police and Criminal Evidence Act (PACE)
code C 2012.

made

In this section
Premises search book
Searching a room
Searching a vehicle

Related links

61 Arrest teams -
operational procedures
Cash seizure
Operational briefings -
risk

Safe handling and
disposal of drugs
Firearms and explosives
— safe handling
procedures

Downloads

Police and Criminal
Evidence Act (PACE)
code of practice C 2012
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Remember the premises search book will be looked at if anything goes wrong. In a
prosecution it also shows evidence has been seized correctly.

When the search is ready to be started:

¢ think about where you are going to base yourself, for example:

o in the room being searched

o somewhere more central if several rooms are being searched
e make sure you have all the equipment you will need
¢ make a sketch of the layout before the search starts, o arch is completed
¢ if searching more than one room it is a good idea u e rgoms clearly, and

tape numbers to the doors if you can
¢ record details of any damage visible before the sear¢h, or c
¢ make sure you know who is searching*€ach
e record:

o which officers were doing the sear:

o the time the search starte

o details of what was seized

ed during the search

Remember it is you who dictate the search. If you are not ready to record
something or for a new room t@ be starte fficers they must wait until you are ready.

For more information, s latedhlinks: Premises search book.

Search offi

If you are a ust be clear about:

You must always:

e wear gloves and personal protective equipment
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accurately label tamper proof evident bags
check if the officer in charge wants bags exhibit references to follow a particular format
seize cash in line with the cash seizure guidance
make relevant records in your notebook

tell the premises search book officer what you are doing and wha

ave found

You may find suspicious or dangerous items, for example drugs, knives or firea If you
are not sure what to do with them, or think they may be legally ibiteghitems gJyou must
tell the officer in charge.

If you think there is an immediate danger you must follo
in the operational briefing you received before the searc
related links: ‘

explained to you
ore information, see

e Cash seizure
e Operational briefings — risk
e Safe handling and disposal
e Firearms and explosives — sa dling dures
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Search and seizure: premises

About this guidance
Definition of premises
Powers to enter and
search premises
Search warrants

S19, 20, 22 Police and
Criminal Evidence Act,

This page tells criminal investigators in Immigration Enforcement Crimina
(CFI) teams about the premises search book and how to complete it.

You use the premises search book to record details of each operatio
your team conduct. It has a restricted marking when completed

general power to seize
Seize and sift powers,
Criminal Justice and
Police Act 2001
Restrictions on
searching and items you

cannot seize

Providing access to and
copying seized material
Standards you must
meet when searching
premises

Good practice for
search of premises
Planning a premises
search

Conducting a premises
search

nd Financial

In this section

Roles when conducting
a premises search
Searching a room
Searching a vehicle

External links

User guide.

. on‘wt
t

e from
(PAC

Police and Criminal
Evidence Act (PACE)
1984

Premises search record, which
is carbonated so there is a

removable copy for your cas
file.

ress you are going to

wers of entry you are using

etails of:
the officer in charge of the search
officers present
forced entry

extent of the search

items seized
any further areas searched

O O O O O O O 0 O

any damage caused during the search
arrangements to secure the premises

people encountered on the premises
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e signatures of the reporting and supervising officers
Information to the occupier, This gives details of:
which is also carbonated.

¢ the address you are going to
e powers of entry you are using
o details of the officer in charge
¢ more information about powe
seizure under the Immiggati

You must give a copy of

leave the premises. |

the premises are em

leave both in a promin .

Scene notes. This is where y etails of what happens during
the search. :

upier before you
ed a warrant and
arch you must

the'aodtes were started and completed
you made the notes

caution was given

ils of what is happening from:

own observations, and

what officers are telling you

here you record:

Record of persons on
premises.
details of anyone encountered on the premises
details of any arrests made

e any other relevant information

There are several pages where you can record details of
any items seized during the search. You must include:

Property seiz

¢ the entry number on the page (number entries from
one onwards in the relevant column)
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e a description of the item
e details of:
o who found it and where the
o the time it was seized
o the exhibit reference
@]

where it was sealed, who s€a d the seal
number
o where the item was p
o the custody numbe ) number if
the item is being
e details of any q iQNS ere asked when the

Blank graph paper.

ok’ which contains pages where you can

There is also an ‘additional pr:
[ room in the first book.

record more exhibits if there i
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Search and seizure: premises

Searching aroom

About this guidance
Definition of premises
Powers to enter and
search premises
Search warrants

S19, 20, 22 Police and
Criminal Evidence Act,
general power to seize
Seize and sift powers,
Criminal Justice and
Police Act 2001
Restrictions on
searching and items you

cannot seize

Providing access to and
copying seized material
Standards you must
meet when searching
premises

Good practice for
search of premises
Planning a premises
search

Conducting a premises
search

and Financial

This page gives criminal investigators in Immigration Enforcement Crimi
(CFI) teams advice on searching a room.
The best way to search is to use a set order each time you search a r¢ 8 or other
premises. If you get into the habit of searching in a particular ord
miss something. Things to consider are:

In this section
Roles when conducting

Official sensitive — do not disclose

The information on this page has been rem’d as

You can use a method like this to sé
return items to their original position.

a premises search
Premises search book
Searching a vehicle
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Searching a vehicle

About this guidance
Definition of premises
Powers to enter and
search premises
Search warrants

S19, 20, 22 Police and
Criminal Evidence Act,
general power to seize
Seize and sift powers,
Criminal Justice and
Police Act 2001
Restrictions on
searching and items you

cannot seize

Providing access to and
copying seized material
Standards you must
meet when searching
premises

Good practice for
search of premises
Planning a premises
search

Conducting a premises
search

and Financial

This page gives criminal investigators in Immigration Enforcement Crimi
(CFI) teams advice on searching a vehicle.

When searching a vehicle you may decide to have 2 pairs of officers ¢

One pair concentrates on the inside of the car and the boot
pair concentrate on the engine, wheel areas and underneat

In this section
Roles when conducting

a premises search

The information on this page has been removedgas it i

Premises search book
Searching a room
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Search and seizure: premises

Contact

About this guidance
Definition of premises
Powers to enter and
search premises
Search warrants

S19, 20, 22 Police and
Criminal Evidence Act,
general power to seize
Seize and sift powers,
Criminal Justice and
Police Act 2001
Restrictions on
searching and items you

cannot seize

Providing access to and
copying seized material
Standards you must
meet when searching
premises

Good practice for
search of premises
Planning a premises
search

Conducting a premises
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1971, Immigration and Asylum Act 1999, UK Borders Act 2007 and Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001.

This document was archived on 14 September 2018
This guidance is based on: PACE 1984, PACE Order (application to immigration officers and designated customs officials) 2013, Immigration Act
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