
MARINE GUIDANCE NOTE 

MGN 70 (M) 

Guidelines on the allocation of responsibilities 
to seek the successful resolution of stowaway cases 
Notice to shipowners, operators, charterers, managers, shipping agents, port authorities, 
masters and ship’s officers 

This Guidance Note supersedes Merchant Shipping Notice No 1660 

Summary 

This note reminds all seafarers of the continuing need for vigilence against stowaways and provides 
practical advice on procedures to follow if a stowaway is found on board. 

Key Points 

• Pay particular attention to the need for adequate searches, especially when a hold is to be sealed 
and/or fumigated. 

• Provide feedback on the practical effectiveness of the guidelines. 

1. MGN 1660 included at its annex “Guidelines 
on the allocation of responsibilities to seek the 
successful resolution of stowaway cases”. 
These guidelines had been prepared by the 
Facilitation Committee of the International 
Maritime Organization (IMO) in 1996. As 
anticipated in MGN 1660 they were 
subsequently put to the IMO’s Assembly in 
1997 for formal adoption. 

2. The guidelines, as included in MGN 1660, 
were adopted by the IMO Assembly with 
only one significant amendment. A new 
clause has now been included at paragraph 
4.5 raising awareness of the dangers to 
stowaways who hide in a hold which is 
subsequently sealed and/or fumigated. The 
guidance points out that an aqequate search 
might minimise the risk of having to deal 
with a stowaway case and might also save the 
life of the stowaway. This concern was first 
raised by the UK following a spate of 

incidents involving the arrival of dead 
stowaways at UK ports. In all of these 
incidents the stowaways died in appalling 
conditions after having been trapped in holds 
which were sealed and fumigated. 

3. The full revised guidelines are reproduced at 
annex to this MGN, together with a covering 
IMO Assembly resolution which urges 
worldwide implementation. The Department 
of the Environment Transport and the 
Regions (DETR) supports these guidelines as 
a means of providing practical and user 
friendly advice on procedures to be followed 
by all parties concerned in order that the 
return or repatriation of a stowaway may be 
achieved in an acceptable and humane 
manner. In particular we would urge UK 
owners, and any party acting on their behalf, 
to pay particular attention to the need for 
adequate searches when a hold is to be sealed 
and/or fumigated. 
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4. Recipients of this MGN will note that the final 
clause to the Assembly resolution requests 
the Facilitation Committee of the IMO to 
continue to monitor the effectiveness of the 
guidelines and to consider further action, as 
necessary. It will be important, therefore, for 
governments to receive feedback from users 
on how effective the guidelines are in 

practice, as well as suggestions for 
improvements. The DETR therefore 
encourages users to provide feedback on the 
practical effectiveness of these guidelines. 
This information, as well as any questions 
relating to the application of these guidelines 
should be addressed to: 

Department of the Environment, 
Transport and the Regions 

Shipping Policy 2A 
Zone 4/15 
Great Minster House 
Westminster 
LONDON SW1P 4DR 

Tel: (0171) 890 5427 
Fax: (0171) 676 2179 

July 1998 
©  Crown Copyright 1998 

ISPB 9/5/1 

An executive agency of the Department of the 
Environment, Transport and the Regions 
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