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£4 million awarded to English museums from DCMS/Wolfson Museums and Galleries Improvement Fund 
40 museums across the length and breadth of England will benefit from grants worth over £4.6 million, Culture Minister Ed Vaizey announced today.
The grants, jointly funded by the Department for Culture, Media and Sport and the Wolfson Foundation, are designed to fund renovation and improvement projects in museums and galleries, to increase access and enhance the display of exhibits.
Some of the projects receiving funding include:
· £100,000 to Historic Royal Palaces to refurbish The King’s State Apartments at Kensington Palace;
· Improving the visitor experience at the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust in Stratford-Upon -Avon with funding of £100,000;

· A grant of £100,000 for the Porthcurno Telegraph Museum in Cornwall to increase gallery space;
· £75,960 for the Natural History Museum at Tring to create a permanent display of zoological specimens relating to the history of the Museum; and
· £60,000 towards the ‘Empire, Frontier and River’ project to redevelop the Roman Gallery at Segedunum Roman Fort, Baths and Museum, Tyne & Wear Archives & Museums
Culture Minister Ed Vaizey said:

“The range of projects being funded is testament to the great variety of wonderful collections and attractions at our museums and galleries across the country. These grants will help improve visitor experiences, benefiting local communities and helping to encourage growth, whilst also inspiring audiences with new knowledge, and I’m delighted that with the ongoing generosity of the Wolfson Foundation we have been able to help fund so many projects.”
Paul Ramsbottom, Chief Executive of the Wolfson Foundation said:

“We are pleased to be working with government to fund outstanding projects at museums and galleries across England. The DCMS/Wolfson Fund is an excellent example of how a funding charity and government department can work productively together. The projects supported this round are impressive, and will help inspire visitors to the country’s wonderful museums and galleries.” 
Notes to Editors

1.  A full list of the 40 grant recipients for individual museums is available here.
2. An interactive map detailing all 40 projects is available here.
3. In February 2011, it was announced as part of the Spending Review that DCMS and the Wolfson Foundation would each provide a further £4 million to enable the DCMS/Wolfson Fund to hold two bidding rounds in the 2011-15 spending period, each one awarding £4 million.  

4. A total of 107 museums/museums services are eligible to apply for funding.  The maximum amount each can apply for is 75% of the total eligible cost of their project, up to a limit of £300,000.

5. The Fund aims to provide capital funding for museums and galleries across England to deliver projects in one or a number of the following key areas: 

a. Renovation and improvement of the display of exhibits in permanent galleries and exhibition spaces; 

b. Improvements to public spaces and access to the collection; 

c. Physical improvements to access for disabled visitors; 

d. Physical improvements to collection interpretation;  

e. Improvements to environmental controls in public access spaces and galleries, in the context of improvements to visitor experience.

6. There are four categories of institution which are eligible to apply for grants from the DCMS/Wolfson Fund. These are: museums and galleries directly sponsored by DCMS; designated university-based collections; museums/museums services with designated collections; and museums/museums services with non-designated collections which have either been part of a Renaissance Regional Hub or which became a Renaissance Major Partner in 2012.
7. The Wolfson Foundation is a charity that was established in 1955. The Foundation supports and promotes excellence in the fields of science and medicine, health, education and the arts & humanities. All funding is based on expert peer review. Over £750 million (£1.25 billion in real terms) has been awarded in grants to some 10,000 projects over the last 58 years.
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For more news from DCMS, why not sign up for our fortnightly newsletter, the review?
Scan this QR code or visit http://bit.ly/sccBxD
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