
        

  
    
      
        Cookies on GOV.UK

        
          We use some essential cookies to make this website work.

We’d like to set additional cookies to understand how you use GOV.UK, remember your settings and improve government services.

We also use cookies set by other sites to help us deliver content from their services.

          You have accepted additional cookies. You can change your cookie settings at any time.

          You have rejected additional cookies. You can change your cookie settings at any time.

        

      

    

    
        


  Accept additional cookies


        


  Reject additional cookies


        View cookies
    

    
      
          Hide this message
        
    

  




    Skip to main content

          
  
    
      
        
          
            
            
              
              
            
            
              
                GOV.UK
              
          


    

    
      
        Navigation menu
      



      
        
          
                            Menu

            
              Menu
          


          
            
              
                Search GOV.UK
              
              

  
  

              
                ×
              

            
              
                Search GOV.UK
              
              

  
  

          


      


      
        
          


              
                
                  Services and information
                

                	
                        Benefits
                        
                      
	
                        Births, death, marriages and care
                        
                      
	
                        Business and self-employed
                        
                      
	
                        Childcare and parenting
                        
                      
	
                        Citizenship and living in the UK
                        
                      
	
                        Crime, justice and the law
                        
                      
	
                        Disabled people
                        
                      
	
                        Driving and transport
                        
                      
	
                        Education and learning
                        
                      
	
                        Employing people
                        
                      
	
                        Environment and countryside
                        
                      
	
                        Housing and local services
                        
                      
	
                        Money and tax
                        
                      
	
                        Passports, travel and living abroad
                        
                      
	
                        Visas and immigration
                        
                      
	
                        Working, jobs and pensions
                        
                      


              


              
                
                  Government activity
                

                	
                        Departments
                        Departments, agencies and public bodies

                      
	
                        News
                        News stories, speeches, letters and notices

                      
	
                        Guidance and regulation
                        Detailed guidance, regulations and rules

                      
	
                        Research and statistics
                        Reports, analysis and official statistics

                      
	
                        Policy papers and consultations
                        Consultations and strategy

                      
	
                        Transparency
                        Data, Freedom of Information releases and corporate reports

                      


              

          

        



      
        
          
            Search
          

          
            
              
                

    Search GOV.UK
  
    
    
      
        Search
        

  
  

    

  




              

            

          

        


    
  



    

      
        




      

        

    



  	
          Home
        
	
          Entering and staying in the UK
        
	
          Immigration offences
        
	
          Deportation, removals and curtailment
        








    

    
      
          




  
    


      
    Guidance
  


  
    Returns preparation: caseworker guidance
  



  

  

  
      Immigration staff guidance on arranging removals for officers dealing with immigration enforcement matters within the UK.


  





  
    
      
  	From:
	
          UK Visas and Immigration

      
	Published
	3 November 2016
	Last updated
	
        18 March 2024
          — 
            See all updates
          
      




    

    
    

  







  
    
      Get emails about this page










  
    

      
          
    
  Documents



      

    
        
  
    
        
  





  
    
      Arranging removal (accessible)




      HTML







  
    


  
    
      Arranging removal




      PDF, 467 KB, 45 pages





      This file may not be suitable for users of assistive technology.

      
  
    
      Request an accessible format.
    
  
    
        If you use assistive technology (such as a screen reader) and need a version of this document in a more accessible format, please email alternativeformats@homeoffice.gov.uk. Please tell us what format you need. It will help us if you say what assistive technology you use.

  




  
    


  
    
      Data sharing in enforcement cases: standards of operational practice




      PDF, 172 KB, 31 pages





      This file may not be suitable for users of assistive technology.

      
  
    
      Request an accessible format.
    
  
    
        If you use assistive technology (such as a screen reader) and need a version of this document in a more accessible format, please email alternativeformats@homeoffice.gov.uk. Please tell us what format you need. It will help us if you say what assistive technology you use.

  




  
    
        
  





  
    
      Enforced removals: notice periods (accessible)




      HTML







  
    


  
    
      Enforced removals: notice periods




      PDF, 488 KB, 57 pages





      This file may not be suitable for users of assistive technology.

      
  
    
      Request an accessible format.
    
  
    
        If you use assistive technology (such as a screen reader) and need a version of this document in a more accessible format, please email alternativeformats@homeoffice.gov.uk. Please tell us what format you need. It will help us if you say what assistive technology you use.

  




  
    


  
    
      Family returns process




      PDF, 475 KB, 39 pages





      This file may not be suitable for users of assistive technology.

      
  
    
      Request an accessible format.
    
  
    
        If you use assistive technology (such as a screen reader) and need a version of this document in a more accessible format, please email alternativeformats@homeoffice.gov.uk. Please tell us what format you need. It will help us if you say what assistive technology you use.

  




  
    


  
    
      Family separations




      PDF, 620 KB, 28 pages





      This file may not be suitable for users of assistive technology.

      
  
    
      Request an accessible format.
    
  
    
        If you use assistive technology (such as a screen reader) and need a version of this document in a more accessible format, please email alternativeformats@homeoffice.gov.uk. Please tell us what format you need. It will help us if you say what assistive technology you use.

  




  
    
        
  





  
    
      Initial consideration and assessment of liability to administrative removal (accessible)




      HTML







  
    


  
    
      Initial consideration and assessment of liability to administrative removal




      PDF, 564 KB, 59 pages







  
    
        
  





  
    
      Judicial reviews, injunctions and applications to the European Court of Human Rights (accessible)




      HTML







  
    


  
    
      Judicial reviews, injunctions and applications to the European Court of Human Rights




      PDF, 315 KB, 34 pages







  
    


  
    
      Removal/deportation of witnesses to deaths in detention - interim guidance




      PDF, 228 KB, 11 pages





      This file may not be suitable for users of assistive technology.

      
  
    
      Request an accessible format.
    
  
    
        If you use assistive technology (such as a screen reader) and need a version of this document in a more accessible format, please email alternativeformats@homeoffice.gov.uk. Please tell us what format you need. It will help us if you say what assistive technology you use.

  




  
    
        
  





  
    
      Voluntary and assisted departures (accessible)




      HTML







  
    


  
    
      Voluntary and assisted departures




      PDF, 318 KB, 26 pages





      This file may not be suitable for users of assistive technology.

      
  
    
      Request an accessible format.
    
  
    
        If you use assistive technology (such as a screen reader) and need a version of this document in a more accessible format, please email alternativeformats@homeoffice.gov.uk. Please tell us what format you need. It will help us if you say what assistive technology you use.

  




  
    
        
  





  
    
      Notification of special arrangements (court letter)




      HTML









  


        
          
  Details



          

    
            
UK Visas and Immigration guidance on how staff prepare and arrange for a single person or a family group to be removed from the UK.


It also contains information on decisions to separate family members as a consequence of detention or removal.


Guidance in this section has been reworked into a new format and plainer language. Not all of the enforcement guidance has been revised yet. If you cannot find the information you need in this section, please look in the ‘chapters’ sections of Enforcement instructions and guidance.



  We are aware this publication may have accessibility issues. We are reviewing it so that we can fix these.


  Read more about our accessible documents policy.







        
      

      

    Published 3 November 2016
    
Last updated 18 March 2024
      + show all updates
      
        	
              18 March 2024
              Published new version of the voluntary and assisted departures guidance as links to Home Office guidance and other relevant webpages have been updated.

            
	
              11 March 2024
              Published voluntary and assisted departures guidance. This has been updated to amend references to ‘voluntary returns’ to ‘voluntary departures’ in line with the Nationality, Immigration and Asylum Act 2002, along with minor drafting changes.

            
	
              21 February 2024
              Updated to correct the initial consideration and assessment of liability to administrative removal guide, so it now refers to ‘destination country’ rather than ‘home country’.

            
	
              16 February 2024
              Removal of 'Administrative removal: notification and implementation – interim guidance' and 'Suspension of enforced removal window' documents as they are no longer relevant.

            
	
              15 February 2024
              'Initial consideration and assessment of liability to administrative removal' updated.

            
	
              28 November 2023
              Updated family returns process guidance to incorporate updates in light of changes to section 10 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 as amended by section 46 of the Nationality and Borders Act 2022.

            
	
              20 November 2023
              Updated the documents 'Arranging removal' , 'Initial consideration and assessment of liability to administrative removal' and 'Judicial reviews, injunctions and applications to the European Court of Human Rights' in line with changes brought by section 46 of the Nationality and Border Act 2022. Added a new document: 'Enforced removals: notice periods'.

            
	
              10 March 2023
              Information on authority levels for service of a notice of liability has been removed from the Administrative Removal notification and implementation – interim guidance.

            
	
              10 February 2023
              'Arranging removal' guidance updated (pdf).

            
	
              6 February 2023
              Added administrative removal: notification and implementation – interim guidance.

            
	
              2 February 2023
              Removed 'Returns: case consideration' and 'Returns preparation: referral and case assessment' documents as they are no longer relevant.

            
	
              2 February 2023
              Added Initial consideration and assessment of liability to administrative removal.

            
	
              27 January 2023
              Updated guidance on judicial reviews, injunctions and applications to the European Court of Human Rights. Changes are detailed on page 4 of the document. Document 'Suspension of enforced removal window' temporarily removed pending update.

            
	
              22 October 2022
              Minor text change at pages 23 and 25 in 'Judicial reviews and injunctions' doc to link the special arrangements (charter flights) section to exceptions to standard notification of removal.

            
	
              15 August 2022
              'Judicial reviews and injunctions' has been updated and 'Notification of special arrangements (court letter)' was added.

            
	
              16 August 2021
              New "removal/deportation of witnesses to deaths in detention-interim guidance" added.

            
	
              28 May 2021
              Voluntary and assisted returns guidance updated: review of references to EEA nationals to reflect changes to eligibility; review of references to Third Country Unit, inadmissible countries; changes to the structure and amount of reintegration support that is available for applicants.

            
	
              22 April 2021
              Updated judicial reviews and injunctions guidance.

            
	
              24 February 2021
              Updated the assisted and voluntary returns guidance with the latest version.

            
	
              10 July 2020
              'Family returns process' updated.

            
	
              10 October 2019
              Replaced the 'Judicial review and injunctions' document with a new version.

            
	
              25 September 2019
              Updated voluntary and assisted returns guidance.

            
	
              16 September 2019
              Updated judicial reviews and injunctions guidance.

            
	
              8 July 2019
              Guidance on 'suspension of enforced removal window' updated.

            
	
              16 April 2019
              New voluntary and assisted returns guidance.

            
	
              4 April 2019
              Updated 'Judicial reviews and injunctions' document.

            
	
              3 April 2019
              Suspension of enforced removal window guidance added.

            
	
              28 January 2019
              Updated family returns process guidance update.

            
	
              5 November 2018
              Updated judicial reviews and injunctions.

            
	
              4 October 2018
              Updated guidance on arranging removal and judicial reviews.

            
	
              22 May 2018
              Updated judicial reviews and injunctions guidance.

            
	
              15 May 2018
              Removed the Member of Parliament (MP) representations document as this Arranging removal document has replaced it.

            
	
              2 May 2018
              Replaced the returns preparation with a new version.

            
	
              12 December 2017
              Updated family separations guidance.

            
	
              19 October 2017
              Guidance added on 'Judicial reviews and injunctions' and 'MP representations'.

            
	
              12 June 2017
              New arranging removals guidance.

            
	
              10 April 2017
              Updated family returns process guidance.

            
	
              7 March 2017
              Updated guidance: 'Family returns process'.

            
	
              13 February 2017
              New guidance on returns: case consideration.

            
	
              6 January 2017
              'Family separations' updated.

            
	
              20 December 2016
              Guidance added on 'Returns preparation: referral and case assessment'.

            
	
              3 November 2016
              First published.
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