
From: redacted [mailto: redacted]  

Sent: 29 October 2013 13:34 

To: redacted (Defra) 

Cc: redacted 

Subject: RE: WATO 

Dear redacted 

I disagree with your interpretation. As you know the target of 70 per cent has 

to be reached in the first year and then maintained. The time set is six weeks – 

beyond that the continued perturbation increases the infection rate. Nigel 

Gibbens has made the judgement that continued culling is on balance better 

than doing nothing to control the disease. 

redacted 

From: redacted (Defra) [mailto: redacted ]  

Sent: 29 October 2013 13:14 

To: redacted 

Cc: redacted 

Subject: WATO 

redacted, 

In your intro you said the RBCT found that unless you removed 70% within six weeks the disease will 
be made worse – that is not true. 

The RBCT found that an average 70% reduction over four years resulted in a disease reduction. it did 
not stipulate the length of time in which culling needed to be carried out, or at what level of population 
decrease disease benefits begin to accrue. That is a key part of Nigel’s advice that the more badgers 
you remove, the greater the benefits. 

Please can you correct in any subsequent reports? 

redacted | Senior Press Officer | News & External Communications | Communications Group | 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs  

Direct line: redacted | Mobile: redacted | Out of hours: 0845 051 8486 | Email: redacted | Address: Nobel 
House, 17 Smith Square, London SW1P 3JR  

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) 

This email and any attachments is intended for the named recipient only. If you have received 

it in error you have no authority to use, disclose, 

store or copy any of its contents and you should destroy it and inform the sender.  

Whilst this email and associated attachments will have been checked for known viruses 

whilst within Defra systems we can accept no responsibility once it has left our systems. 

Communications on Defra's computer systems may be monitored and/or recorded to secure 

the effective operation of the system and for other lawful purposes. 

mailto:Paul.Leat@defra.gsi.gov.uk
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This e-mail (and any attachments) is confidential and may contain personal views which are 

not the views of the BBC unless specifically stated. 
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