European Ambassadors and representatives celebrate international day of human rights in Laos.
Today the world is celebrating the adoption 65 years ago of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights, one of the boldest and farsighted text adopted by the International community in the 20th Century. Today, the universal principle enshrined in the Declaration have been translated in numerous International Treaties that impose obligations on Party States to protect and promote all human rights. December 10 is a celebration day for all these  countries in the world that have committed to uphold fundamental human rights in their legal system, including in Europe and Laos.
The International day of Human rights this year is  also the 20th anniversary  of the creation of the Office of the High Commissioner on Human Rights.
In recent years Laos has been on a significant positive trend. It is very important for Laos and its people that this continues. Laos is experiencing not only very rapid economic growth, but also an opening to the international community which implies that international standards should gradually  become  national norms,  including for human rights.
On this occasion,  the European Ambassadors and representatives resident in Vientiane have  acknowledged the impressive legal reforms that have been undertaken in Laos during the last 5 years. The Government has also  decided on a strategy to intensify judicial reforms (the Legal Sector Master Plan). Europe remains committed to supporting the Government  in this matter.

There are no real human rights on the ground without a proper administration to promote and protect them. They welcomed  the development of the Public Administration Reform but added that  more needs to be done to effectively  deliver the rights to every Lao citizen, in particular the most disadvantaged.

They very much welcomed  the increasing role of the National Assembly in the representation of its constituencies and expressed the wish  that the Lao Parliamentary Body will progressively take a more prominent role in the making and monitoring of  laws  in Lao PDR,in particular in the field of human rights.

They  congratulated the GoL for its efforts to comply with its international obligations by establishing last year  the "National Steering Committee for Coordination on Human Rights". " This shows a genuine commitment to mainstream human rights into the apparatus of the State. It is a step further towards a full fledged independent national HR Commission, which is one of the recommendation of the last Universal Periodic Review they added"

They praised  the  ratification by Lao PDR of the UN Convention against Torture  and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, even if preference would have been  that no declaration was made on art 1 of the Convention.  They  also  called on Laos to ratify expeditiously the Convention for the Protection of all persons against enforced disappearance which was signed by Laos  in September 2008.

They  welcomed current efforts to reflect on land policy and to amend  the Law on Land and urge the GoL to ensure that basic property rights of its citizens are protected. "We believe that citizens’ guaranteed and equitable access to land is key to the sustainable development of Lao PDR."

 Central, local, police and judicial authorities’ understanding and implementation of the  Laws need to be strengthened, they said, so as to ensure that Lao PDR is effectively governed by the Rule of Law.
Civil society is an essential part of a vibrant  and modern State, they said.  Laos has made tremendous efforts to open the space for national organisations, and international NGOs that are working here to assist the Government in implementing its priorities.  But more needs to be done, they added,  to reform the current operating  rules for NGOs  so that they can deliver more effectively.

The European Ambassadors and representatives  took  the opportunity of the 2013 International Day on Human Rights to remind the Government of Laos of their  grave concerns about  the case of the disappearance of M. Sombath Somphone, still unexplained after nearly a year. They  stressed again   the urgent need to resolve the case so that Sombath is finally reunited with his family.
