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MINUTES OF THE 56TH MEETING OF THE MIGRATION ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE ON 21 JUNE 2013 

 
 
Chair:  Professor Sir David Metcalf CBE 
  
Attending: Dr Martin Ruhs 

Professor Jonathan Wadsworth  
Glyn Williams 
MAC secretariat 

 
Apologies: Dr Jennifer Smith 
   Lesley Giles 
  Professor Jackline Wahba 
 
Agenda item 1 - Welcome and introductions 

1. Apologies were received from Dr Jennifer Smith, Lesley Giles and 
Professor Jackline Wahba.   

 
Agenda item 2 – Minutes of the meeting held on 24 May 2013 
 
2. The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed. 
 
Agenda item 3 – Presentation on the UK Balance of Competences Review 
 
3. Hazel Roberts from Immigration Policy Border Directorate and Ashleigh 

Gray from International Directorate, both of the Home Office, gave a talk 
about the UK Balance of Competences Review. This review is to broaden 
and deepen public understanding of the UK’s relationship with the EU and 
is not tasked with producing specific recommendations. Responses to the 
review will be published. Although the meeting was not minded to produce 
a formal MAC response, individual members were told that they could 
contribute if they wished. 

 
Agenda item 4 – Home Office and MAC secretariat policy updates  
 
4. Glyn Williams gave the update on behalf of the Home Office. He said that 

the Immigration Bill was presently undergoing consultation, that the latest 
figures show a further fall in net migration to 153,000, that a judgment in the 
judicial review of family cases was expected shortly, that controls were in 
place for Croation accession to the EU on 1 July, and gave an update on 
discussions with other departments on the review of seasonal agriculture 
workers. 

 
5. Tim Harrison gave an update on behalf of the MAC secretariat. He 

extended congratulations to the Chair of the MAC in relation to his recent 
knighthood and pointed out that this was in recognition of his services to 
migration. The Chair had done a couple of media interviews following up on 
the seasonal agriculture workers report. The OECD have released their 
latest Migration Outlook looking at the fiscal impacts of immigration. The 
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MAC secretariat will be getting a summer student for nine weeks starting on 
1 July. 

 
Agenda item 5 – Paper 56.1: Update on the possible commission on 
entrepreneurs and investors routes 

6. The secretariat presented a paper looking at a potential commission for the 
MAC on the entrepreneurs and investors routes of the Points Based 
System. The Government had not commissioned the MAC to carry out any 
work in this area and may decide not to do so but this paper set out some 
initial thinking in order that the MAC be ready should the Government 
decide to proceed with a commission. The paper set out a prospective 
partner engagement strategy and an early draft call for evidence.  

7. The MAC noted the items raised in the paper but decided not to carry out 
any work on this until it had a confirmed commission from the Government.  

Agenda item 6 – Paper 56.2: Update on the low-skilled commission 

8. The secretariat provided an update on the commission from the 
Government looking at low-skill work and migration. The paper set out a 
time plan for completion of this work, and an overview of the main analytical 
work strands that the secretariat had begun, and the external research 
proposals that would feed into this work.  

9. The MAC discussed different ways of defining skill and options for 
analysing the social impacts of labour migration into low-skill jobs as well as 
the need to look at what happens in other countries. The MAC asked that 
the secretariat produce an updated paper on this commission for discussion 
at the next MAC meeting on 23 July. 

Agenda item 7 - Any other business  

10. There was no other business. 

11. Next Committee meeting 23 July 2013.  
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