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	news release


NEW Project LAUnCHED to STAMP OUT homophobic bullying in schools

An initiative to help drive out homophobic, biphobic and transphobic bullying in secondary schools was launched today by Minister for Women and Equalities Jo Swinson, during Anti- Bullying Week.

Latest statistics from Stonewall reveal that, in 2012, more than half (55 per cent) of young lesbian, gay and bisexual people surveyed said they experienced homophobic bullying at school, while over two-thirds (68 per cent) reported that they heard homophobic language often or frequently.  Only three in ten (31 per cent) said their school responds quickly to homophobic bullying when it occurs.  

The new project, announced by the Government today, seeks to understand fully how to reduce the prevalence and impact of homophobic, biphobic and transphobic bullying among school-age children and young people.  To kick start this programme of work, organisations are being invited to bid for funding to conduct a full review of all the available evidence and existing practices currently in place in schools to tackle this issue. 

Jo Swinson said:
“Homophobic, biphobic and transphobic bullying has serious consequences - it can affect children’s well-being, lead to poor educational performance and prevent them getting ahead in life.

“It’s completely unacceptable that young people are experiencing this type of derogatory treatment.

“This new project will help us to fully understand the issues and develop effective, evidence-based tools and best practice that will help schools and others to stamp out this harmful behaviour.”

The new initiative will build on action the Government has already taken to tackle bullying in schools including publishing updated advice and guidance for schools and governing bodies; and giving schools greater legal powers to tackle bad behaviour and cyber-bullying.

The announcement follows the pledge in July that the Church of England will introduce a campaign to fight homophobic bullying in its schools, and Stonewall has launched a new campaign, to tackle the use of homophobic language in schools using new posters and guidance to address the misuse of the word ‘gay’.

Ruth Hunt, Deputy Chief Executive, Stonewall said:

“Stonewall works with exemplary schools across Britain who have taken great strides to reduce homophobic bullying. This announcement provides a fantastic opportunity to share this expertise and we look forward to working with them to ensure that every young person can reach their full potential.”
Notes to Editors
1. The first phase of the project will involve a critical review of  the evidence and existing practices on tackling homophobic, biphobic and transphobic bullying, setting out the nature of the problem, what is currently being done, how and with what impact.  This will help ensure that the project builds on existing work in this area and will inform the development of the next phase. Organisations wishing to tender to carry out this piece of work can access details of how to apply by visiting: https://www.gov.uk/contracts-finder
2. The Coalition Programme for Government included a commitment to help schools tackle bullying in schools, especially homophobic bullying.  This was echoed in the Government’s two Action Plans on LGB&T equality published in 2011: https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/creating-a-fairer-and-more-equal-society/supporting-pages/promoting-and-protecting-the-rights-of-lesbian-gay-bisexual-and-transgender-people
3. We have struck a balance between regulation, school freedom and accountability. By law (Section 89 of the Education and Inspections Act 2006) all schools must have a behaviour policy with measures to tackle bullying, which includes cyberbullying. Schools are free to determine how best to do this according to their particular context but are held to account for their effectiveness by Ofsted. Since January 2012 inspectors have had to consider pupils' freedom from bullying, harassment and discrimination.
4. Statistics are taken from The School Report: The experiences of gay young people in Britain’s schools in 2012, published by Stonewall: http://www.stonewall.org.uk/at_school/education_for_all/quick_links/education_resources/7956.asp
5. Stonewall has teamed up with Will Young and Mumsnet to launch a new campaign to challenge the use of homophobic language in schools. They’ve created new posters and guidance for both pupils and teachers across the country that will challenge misuse of the word “gay”. To find out more and to download the posters: http://www.stonewall.org.uk/at_school/education_for_all/quick_links/9291.asp
6. Anti-Bullying Week is an annual event set up by the Anti-Bullying Alliance to give people all over the country a chance to think about bullying and come up with new ideas on how to prevent it: http://www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/ 
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