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Freedom of Information Request 
You ask for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):

1. How many prosecutions were there before the Magistrates Courts in the year in question? 
2. What percentage of prosecutions resulted in a conviction? 
3. What was the total amount in fines for failure to have a valid TV licence? 
4. What was the total amount in fines for failure to have a valid TV licence as a percentage of the total fines imposed in the Magistrates Courts?
Which was a refinement of the below request

I would like to make a Freedom of Information request concerning HM Courts & Tribunals Service and prosecutions for failure to hold a valid television licence (TV licence) under the Communications Act 2003. Please can you provide me with answers to the following questions in relation to the most recent year for which you hold this information. I am happy for the information to relate to England and Wales, or England only, Great Britain etc., but I would like all the information to relate to the same geographical area, if possible. Please could you let me know the geographical area to which the information relates. Unless otherwise stated conviction/prosecution etc. relate to conviction/prosecution for failure to hold a valid TV licence. 

1. How many prosecutions were there before the Magistrates Courts in the year in question? 

2. What percentage of prosecutions resulted in a conviction? 

3. What was the breakdown by sex of those prosecuted? 4. What was the breakdown by sex of those convicted? 

5. What was the breakdown by age of those prosecuted? 

6. What was the breakdown by age of those convicted? 

7. What percentage of those convicted were sole adult occupiers of the relevant property? 

8. What was the average fine of those convicted? 

9. What was the occupational status of those convicted? [i.e. were they in work, on benefits, pensioners etc.?] 

10. If a complete answer to question 9 is not possible, what percentage of those convicted were on social benefits? 

11. What percentage of those convicted were single mothers? 

12. What was the total amount in fines for failure to have a valid TV licence? 

13. What was the total amount in fines for failure to have a valid TV licence as a percentage of the total fines imposed in the Magistrates Courts?

Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

I can confirm that the department holds the information that you have asked for, and I am pleased to provide this to you.
Table 1 presents the number of defendants proceeded against at magistrates’ courts and offenders found guilty and sentenced to a fine for installing or using a television receiver without the appropriate licence, in England and Wales in 2012.
Table 2 presents the number of offenders sentenced to a fine in magistrates’ courts, with the relevant figures for installing or using a television receiver without the appropriate licence provided separately, along with the requested percentages, in England and Wales in 2012.

