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About The Trading Standards Institute

The Trading Standards Institute is the UK national professional body for the trading
standards community working in both the private and public sectors.

Founded in 1881, TSI has a long and proud history of ensuring that the views of our broad
church of Members are represented at the highest level of government, both nationally
and internationally.

We campaign on behalf of the profession to obtain a better deal for both consumers and
businesses.

We are also a forward-looking social enterprise delivering services and solutions to public,
private and third sector organisations in the UK and in wider Europe.

We run events for both the trading standards profession and a growing number of
external organisations. We also provide accredited courses on regulations and
enforcement which deliver consistent curriculum, content, knowledge outcomes and
evaluation procedures, with the flexibility to meet local authority, business and operational
needs.

In compiling this response, TSI has canvassed the views of its Members and Aduvisers.
The response has been composed by the joint TSI Lead Officers for Age Restricted Sales,
spearheaded by Brandon Cook. If you require clarification on any of the points raised in
the response, please do not hesitate to contact the team at their joint email address
loagerestrictedsales@tsi.org.uk.

TSI does not regard this response to be confidential and is happy for it to be published.
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The Trading Standards Institute (TSI) would like to submit this general response rather than
dealing with the individual consultation questions, not all of which are relevant to trading
standards.

TSI would in principle support the introduction of a minimum unit price if there were
sufficient evidence to demonstrate that it would support the statutory licensing objective
'the protection of children from harm'.

There is, however, some concern that raising minimum prices would encourage an increase
in illicit alcohol, and this would need to be monitored following any change in the law.
Trading standards officers have detected huge volumes of counterfeit and illicit alcohol in
the last year or so, some of which has been contaminated with dangerous levels of
methanol and chloroform.

Support would also be forthcoming for a ban on multi-buys if it had the effect of reducing
harmful levels of consumption. There are loopholes in the proposed ban which would
allow large retailers to circumvent the planned restrictions whilst having greatest impact
on small businesses. For example, a large multiple could sell a multi-pack of beer
containing 330ml bottles, but only sell single bottles in a capacity of 500ml. It could then
discount heavily on the multipack. This would not be as easy for small retailers.

The consultation is silent on the enforcement of the minimum unit price and the multi-buy
promotions, but it is likely to fall upon local authorities. The Home Office will be aware of
reduced resources in local authorities, and there is concern that the full impact of any
change may not be felt if effective enforcement does not exist.

TSI is particularly keen for the mandatory condition on age verification to be retained and
if possible strengthened. It should be recognised that PASS (Proof of Age Standards
Scheme) cards are reliable and trustworthy and the most sensible card for young people to
carry. DVLA has recently stated that its driving licences are not intended to be used as
proof of age, and a passport is too valuable a document to carry on a night out. It is our
view that the Home Office has an opportunity to endorse PASS approved cards and to
encourage their acceptance by businesses and SIA (Security Industry Association) doorstaff.

These initiatives should be part of a wider strategy which includes education of children,
young people and adults on the dangers of alcohol abuse and how to manage their own
consumption by understanding units and alcohol by volume.
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