Redacted S40
Personal Information

Alcohol Consultation
Drugs & Alcohol Unit
Home Office
4™ Floor Fry Building
2 Marsham Street
London, SW1P 4DF
4" February 2013
Dear Sir/Madam,

Alcohol fuelled crime and anti-social behaviour consultation

McDonald’s is pleased to respond to the UK Government’s alcohol consultation. As a modern
progressive restaurant company, we employ 91,000 people in the UK across 1,200+ restaurants —
the majority of which are franchised to local businessmen and women.

We operate over 700 late night refreshment premises throughout the UK. The location of these
restaurants varies from shopping malls, high streets and retail parks, through to main roads and
transport hubs. As a result, we interact regularly with nearly every licensing authority in the UK.

Together with our franchisees, we are keen supporters of the late night economy and over the last
few years, have noticed this area providing significant growth and job development at our various
locations.

As a result of sustained business growth —driven by extended opening hours, and investment in new
restaurants, technology, and menu choice — McDonald’s is creating 2,500 additional jobs this year,
on top of the 3,500 jobs we created in 2012. 70 per cent of the jobs we created last year went to
young people under the age of 21.

We ieased that the Government has recognised tne vaiue of the iate night economy, and as
such, are keen to support the development of licensing policy in any way that we can, to ensure that

the late night economy is secured for the future.
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27A. Do you think that licensing authorities should have local discretion around late night
refreshment, in determining that certain areas are exempt in their local area?

No, we do not support this proposal for the following reasons:

Exempting specified areas from late night refreshment licenses could encourage businesses
to relocate from the high street to new (potentially residential) areas, exempt from licensing
restrictions.

Aside from deterring investment away from the high street, this could lead to a proliferation
of late night refreshment businesses in residential areas, exempt from licensing restrictions
—which residents may not desire to see.

Finally, decisions by local authorities could be inconsistent and unpredictable. Similar areas
(high streets for instance) in different local authorities could be treated differently for
different reasons.

For the reasons above, we believe decisions by local authorities would be subject to legal
challenges from both businesses and residents.

We also believe that, fearful of high legal costs associated with these challenges, local
authorities would not use this power anyway. It is therefore unlikely to reduce licensing
burdens for businesses providing late night refreshment.

278. Do you think that licensing authorities should have local discretion around late night
refreshment, in determining that certain premises types are exempt in their local area?

No —although we feel this proposal is better than 27A.

In principle, we support exempting certain businesses which provide late night refreshment,
but do not sell alcohol.

However, to ensure consistency across local authorities, we feel central Government is best
placed to prescribe these exemptions nationally.

As with 27A, exemptions by local authorities could vary considerably, and therefore be
subjeci to legal challenges. Again, the potential iegai costs associated with these chalienges
would discourage local authorities from exercising this discretion.

28. Do you agree that motorway service areas should receive g nationally prescribed exemption from
regulations for the provision of late night refreshment?

Yes — we support this proposal.
However, we also feel Government should look at extending the exemptions to include (for
example), dual carriageways, A roads, motorway junctions and other major transport
networks.

McDonald’s operates over 700 late night refreshment premises, 73% of which are Drive Thru
restaurants located out of town. Some of these restaurants are located in MSAs, but not all.
We would like Government to consider extending the automatic exemption beyond MSAs,
to include those businesses which, located out of town and away from residential areas, are
not associated with the alcohol-related late night economy.




