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Dear Alcohol Consultation Team,
| would like you to record my views on the Government’s Alcohol Strategy and Consultation.

I have recently taken part in an ‘Alcohol Inquiry” in Ellesmere Port, which was run by NHS
Western Cheshire, with Our Life, a team of community engagement specialists.

In the Cheshire West and Chester Council area alcohol harm is costing public services
millions each year. | would like the Government to implement all measures necessary to
reduce the burdens on our services. My area of Ellesmere Port suffers disproportionately the
effects of alcohol harm, which in turn means my local services and opportunities are
adversely impacted.

In fact alcohol harm costs my area over £130 million, this includes £30 million to the NHS; £8
million to Social Services; over £60 million to the wider local economy; and, over £30 million
in crime

During the Alcohol Inquiry, which brought together many members of the local community
and expert panellists, we drew up a set of recommendations which we believe will improve
local people’s relationship with alcohol and help reduce alcohol harm locally. Our
recommendations include:

o more informal education in youth centres

o introduce a minimum price for alcohol (effectively making it harder for people with
problems to obtain cheap booze)

O setup a community pub run by the community

© structured education about alcohol (including binge drinking), its effects (good and
bad), how to enjoy responsibly

o supermarkets should not be allowed to place alcohol so it’s right in your face when
you walk in and introduce dedicated alcohol aisles

As a group of concerned residents, we continue to meet and advocate for alcohol harm
reduction, including challenging a recent, unwanted, alcohol licence application by Tesco.
We understand that the Alcohol Consultation is an opportunity for people like us to air their
views, so please take these in consideration of your final findings of the Consultation.




