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Cumbria Constabulary & Police and Crime Commissioner

Joint response to the Government Alcohol Strategy Consultation

Cumbria Constabulary together with the Office of the Police and Crime
Commissioner recognises the need to continue the work to tackle the drink-
fuelled crime and antisocial behaviour in our communities in the five key areas
highlighted in the Government's consultation. Alcohol has been shown to be a
significant contributing factor to violent crime and domestic abuse offences in
the County. In Cumbria the total cost of alcohol harm was estimated at £199
million in the year 2010-2011 (Drink Wise North West 2012). This was made
up of costs to the NHS, Social Services, the wider economy and £60.4 million
on crime and licencing.

Along with our joint response to the consultation [attached] we would like to
draw the Government’s attention to the following key area that might have a
specific regional implication for the North West region of England, specifically
Cumbria.

Minimum Unit Pricing (MUP). Whilst we fully support the introduction of an
MUP for alcohol, the location of Cumbria means that any introduction needs to
be introduced at the same level throughout the UK. If it does not mirror an
MUP introduced in Scotland we could see cross border issues. It may
_encourage people to visit Cumbria (Carlisle in particular) in order to purchase
alcohol assuming an MUP of 45p [as proposed] was introduced in England
and Wales compared with Scotland’s proposed MUP of 50p. The impact of
having varied MUPs across the UK on Cumbria is difficult to predict however
we could see an increase in theft in areas that become popular ‘booze cruise’
destinations (Carlisle in Cumbria) in any culture that develops as well as
overladen vehicles and an illegal trade in cheap alcohol in the county.

In addition to the specific regional issue introducing a varying MUP across the
UK might have on Cumbria we would also like to highlight the important
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benefits to the young an MUP will have, something that appears to have not
been wildly publicised. The Sheffield Model in 2009 estimated that a 50p MUP
would result in a 7.3% reduction in alcohol consumption by 11-18 year olds. It
also estimated that nearly 50% of the estimated 2.4% reduction in crime
would be crime committed by 11-18 year olds. A questionnaire carried out by
Cumbria County Council and the NHS in 2010 showed the most common
place for Under 18 year olds to drink was at home or at a friend’s house and
34% of their alcohol was obtained from a parent or carer.

The introduction of an MUP and a ban on multi-buy promotions will better
protect Under 18 year olds from the harm of alcohol by reducing their access
to it. It will also reduce hospital admission rates among Under 18 year olds
which in Cumbria is the 4th highest for alcohol related conditions in the 11
primary care trust areas most similar in England. In addition to this it will help
to change culture and contribute to a long term solution for generations to
come in tackling the harm alcohol can cause to individuals and communities.

Both Cumbria Constabulary and the Police and Crime Commissioner support
the approach being proposed by Government to cut alcohol fuelled crime and
anti-social behaviour. Limiting the price and availability of alcohol to those
people being most harmed in our communities will have positive implications
for the criminal justice system and wider health arenas.

Bernard Lawson
T/Chief Constable
Cumbria Constabulary
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Richard Rhodes
Police & Crime Commissioner
Cumbria

January 2013
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Consultation Question 1:
Do you agree that this MUP level would achieve these aims?

Yes

v No Don’t Know

If you think another level would be preferable, please set out your
views on why this might be in the box below (keeping your views to a
maximum of 200 words).

The ScHAAR research also showed that an MUP of 50p would
result in an ‘estimated’ decrease in consumption by Under 18s of
7.3% (compared with 4% at a 40p MUP).

While Cumbria Police and PCC strongly support the introduction
of a Minimum Unit Price (MUP) for alcohol in England and Wales
we believe it should start at 50p otherwise the effect of
introducing it on consumption and crime will be negligible.

The evidence from the University of Sheffield (ScCHARR) research
in 2009 showed that the ‘estimated’ benefits of an MUP
increased exponentially as the MUP price increased. So for
example an MUP of 40p would see an estimated decrease in
overall crime of 0.8% while a 50p MUP would see an estimated
decrease of 2.4% (nearly half of this reduction would be crime
committed by the U18s).

Consideration should be given to factoring in inflation since the
ScHAAR research in 2009 when deciding on the MUP. With
inflation running at approximately 3% since 2009 we would need
an MUP in 2013 of 45p to see an estimated decrease in overall
crime of 0.8% and 56p in 2013 to get a 2.4% decrease in crime.




Consultation Question 2:
Should other factors or evidence be considered when setting a
minimum unit price for alcohol?

Yes

v No Don't Know

If yes, then please specify these in the box below (keeping your views
to a maximum of 200 words).

Any MUP introduced needs to be introduced across the UK at the
same level.

The location of Cumbria means that if the MUP introduced does
not match any MUP introduced in Scotland we could see cross
border issues. It may encourage people to visit Cumbria (Carlisle
in particular) in order to purchase and consume alcohol
assuming an MUP of 45p (as proposed) was introduced
compared with Scotland’s proposed MUP of 50p.

Further cross border issues could arise in the North West region
of England unless the same MUP is introduced in Northern
Ireland. People in the UK could be encouraged to visit Northern
Ireland in order to avoid paying any MUP in England, Wales and
also Scotland.

The full impact of having varied MUPs across the UK on the
Police is difficult to predict however we could expect to see an
increase in overall crime including thefts in areas that become
popular ‘booze cruise’ destinations (Carlisle in Cumbria) in any
culture that develops as well as overladen vehicles and an illegal
trade in cheap alcohol.

Consultation Question 3:
How do you think the level of minimum unit price set by the
Government should be adjusted over time?

Do nothing — the minimum unit price should not be adjusted.

The minimum unit price should be automatically updated in line v

with inflation each year.

The minimum unit price should be reviewed after a set period.

Don't know.
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