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Alcohol Strategy Consultation,
4th Floor Fry,
2, Marsham Street,

London SW1P 4DF

29" November 2012.

Dear Sir/Madam,

| have completed the Home Office consultation form on the minimum pricing of

alcohol proposals, but there are certain points | would like to add or clarify to those |
covered on line.

1.

Tens of millions of people in this country use alcohol responsibly and derive great
pleasure from doing so. This point cannot be emphasised enough because the
medical profession appear incapable of understanding it. The fact that a minority
abuse alcohol and become anti-social under its influence should not drive policy.
The current proposals mean that most responsible citizens will have to pay more
for one of their pleasures because of the actions of an irresponsible, feckless
minority. That is a ludicrous situation.

The proposals will hit the worst off most heavily. Those who are well off or
comfortably off will be able to pay the increased prices with little inconvenience,
although there is no reason why they should have to do so. The worst off will face
hardship if they wish to continue as responsible drinkers.

Irresponsible drinkers will be little affected if they are well/comfortably off. This
proposal will, therefore, hit feckless drinkers who are poor. This could lead to
deprivation in some families if the drinker makes alcohol his/her priority. It also
sends the message that it’s all right to binge drink if you are well off, but not if you
are poor.

The medical profession are incapable of understanding that other issues are as
important, or more important, than health. The issue of alcohol pricing is a human
rights issue not a health one. Millions of people should not be penalised because a
minority cannot behave responsibly. It is the job of the medics to treat and cure
ilinesses. If they had spent as much time trying to find cures for the harmful effects
of alcohol as they have on lecturing people about their life styles, then we might be
much nearer solving these problems. As it is | would welcome a period of silence
from them on this issue.

1 will support measures of effective law enforcement to deal with anti-social
behaviour caused by binge drinking. These measures should be aimed at those who
are guilty and not at the rest of us. | should add that | do not think cutting police
budgets is likely to aid this process.

I will support sensible educational programmes to discourage alcohol abuse, but
we are dealing with a cultural problem that goes back centuries. It is not going to
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be dealt with by gimmicks which annoy and inconvenience millions of decent
citizens. Again, the medical profession are culpable because they make ridiculous
statements about the safe levels of alcohol consumption that defy common sense
and cause people to ignore their more sensible pronouncements.

8. When | go to France and Spain | can buy alcohol in supermarkets much cheaper
than in Britain. If price were the key determinant of consumption then few young
peaple in those two countries would ever be sober.

| hope that the minimum price proposals will swiftly be consigned to the dustbin of
history.




