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Alcohol Consultation
Essex Alcohol Partnership Response

Q1

Yes, although setting the MUP 50p would be better; a higher threshold would have a
higher impact on the reduction of alcohol consumption.

The research and other evidence on minimum unit pricing (MUP) suggest that a rate
higher than 45p would lead to significantly more health and social benefits. For
example, it has been estimated that a 50p rate would result in a 6.9% reduction in
alcohol consumption, compared to a 4.5% reduction from a 45p rate. In terms of health
outcomes the 50p ‘MUP’ would therefore lead to 2,930 fewer deaths per year after ten
years, compared with the government’s estimate (above) of 714 fewer from a 45p MUP.

A higher MUP might also encourage alcohol producers to reduce the strength of
alcoholic beverages. Consumers may not notice this, but if their spending remains
constant they would be consuming less alcohol.

Q2

Greater investment is needed in work with those that are physically dependant on
alcohol as they would be affected by this legislation and may need additional support.
The demand for cheap alcohol will not go away. Alcohol theft and other associated
crimes might become an issue of concern, for instance giving rise to illicit sales of
alcohol (a predicted increase in contraband, counterfeiting and adulteration.)

A side effect might be a reduction in pre loading and going to the town centre pubs at
an earlier stage in the evening, thereby changing the general ‘profile’ of people’s
evening entertainment. This might change the current dynamic of people coming into
town late and with their earlier arrival bringing with them the need to manage them
effectively, both in terms of the trade (e.g. door staff) but also statutory agencies and
infrastructure providers like transport. It also begs the question whether people with a
fixed spend in their pocket might go home earlier and what implications that may have.

MUP should be imposed on both the on trade as well as the off sale trade, recognising
that these are largely outdated terms in that the licensable function of selling alcohol in
licensing legislation does not differentiate between these two classes.

Q3
It should be reviewed after a set period and also updated in line with inflation.

Q4

The impact on dependant drinkers needs to be considered and to ensure that adequate
treatment provision is available. It may also have an impact on those going into the NTE
at an earlier stage, thereby changing the general ‘profile’ of people’s evening
entertainment.

MUP should also effect on sale as well as off sale trade.

Q5
Yes

Q6
Concern is raised over alcohol being included in other deals as a loss leader (eg meal
for ten pounds that includes a bottle of wine) and hiding the cost of alcohol. While not
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strictly within the terms of this consultation, it would be sensible to consider the role of
the media in promoting alcohol consumption and thus to restrict the role of alcohol
advertising in a wider sense not only just on TV, but also wider media channels (e.g.
internet, etc.)

Q7

It is difficult to attribute crime and disorder to the actions that are being suggested;
wider geographical issues also contribute and make it harder to link with specific
premises.

Selling single items at a cheaper rate is a potential issue that would affect multl-buy
promotions.

Q8

It could be taken as this being the Nanny state in action and this needs to be
considered, however in terms of preventing irresponsible crime and disorder then this
will have a benefit to the wider area. No other known groups are affected.

Q9

A =N, N, N, N-The group is not aware of any enforcement action having ever been
taken in the county on the mandatory conditions. It is not possible to accurately
determine what contribution the conditions have made in promoting the licensing
objectives, nor the effect that their removal will cause..

B-Y,Y,Y,Y

C-N)Y,N,N

D - YYYY

E - Don’'t Know, DK, DK, DK

Q10

No.

They should not need to demonstrate the link between crime and disorder, risky
behaviours and the promotions. Up selling of drinks should be discouraged / prevented.
A mandatory provision could be introduced to ensure that small measures are supplied
except where larger measures are requested by the customer

QN
Age verification polices should written and verified as part of the mandatory licensing
conditions.

Q12
These are not specifically appropriate for the off trade and need to address this area
specifically. MUP also need to be addressed within this context.

Q13

Health should become a 5™ licensing objective rather than an extra add on as part of
CIP, which is a specific policy that is only used by a minority of Local Authorities. Health
Authorities should be able to raise the issue of alcohol related harms in a more general
sense, rather than this being limited to just the CIP.

Q14

Consideration needs to be given to A+E data sharing around alcohol-induced injuries
and illnesses and ambulance data. Information should also be shared from GPs.
Relevant organisation need to be encouraged to share this on a regular basis with
mutual arrangements. Supporting evidence could also be provided from A+ E workers
and Alcohol Liaison Nurse Specialists.

Q15.

It is felt that CIPs are limited in their use; they take an enormous amount of work to
function properly and to deliver outcomes locally. The use of health data would aid this
process; however data from A+E and Ambulance data is not currently at a high enough
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quality to be used locally. Pressure is needed on those who are currently not collecting
A+E data to do this and it may be that primary legislation is needed to encourage health
to do this in a way that is robust enough to be used in a court of law. The link between
the dissonance between applying the data/evidence around chronic liver disease to
restricting the commercial activity of a towns NTE does need to be considered, how
does anyone know how to attribute chronic conditions like this that may have been
years in the onset and may have nothing to do with that town or even the UK!

Q16

This is about deregulation for local business and treating alcohol like any other
consumer product, which is not a good thing. The definition of ancillary sales is not fully
defined.

Whilst we understand the desire to relax licensing restrictions on “ancillary sellers”, we
are also conscious of the real risk of inadvertently complicating the licensing system by
introducing an array of exemptions. It is important for the rules to be readily understood
by all concerned and also, more importantly, to prevent irresponsible businesses taking
advantage if the drafting of the terms of the exemptions are vague. Financial rewards of
acting outside licensing controls would be significant, thus any loopholes are likely to be
exploited, making enforcement by police and other enforcement agencies extremely
difficult.

In the example given, a hairdresser will be able to sell a glass of wine but in some more
extreme cases this could blur the true nature of the business.and it would be hard to
define which premises is able to sell alcohol.

Safeguarding would also become an issue in terms of preventing young people having
access to alcohol and being around alcohol, for instance in such places as hairdressers
and guesthouses.

It is felt that the Act should remain as it is

A —No
B - No
C-No
Q17

A-No

B - No
C-No
D -No
E - No

Alcohol should not be treated as any other consumer product.

Q18
No — see above

Q19
No - See above

Q20

No - 20A, 20 B and 20C. While superficially these actions may reduce the burden, the
concern is that alcohol will be treated like any other commodity. In many cases the
desire to occasionally supply alcohol can readily be satisfied by a TEN without
excessive cost and ‘red tape’. Financially speaking, does making a charge of £21 really
impose a significant burden on the business; even if the risks are acknowledged to be
low?

Q21
Yes it will adversely impact in each case.

Q22
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A lighter touch authorisation should not be considered for issues relating to
safeguarding and excessive alcohol consumption. Alcohol should not be treated like
any other product.

Q23
No. A community event needs to be fully defined; introducing alcohol at any event
needs to be carefully monitored. The TEN process adequately covered this.

Q24
No. A TEN is not a complex procedure to follow.

Q25

No — TENs were set up to cover one-off specific events and are currently set at 12 a
year that can each last up to 168 hours. This is sufficient. By expanding it further, the
line between a premises licence and a special event will get further blurred. Premises
licensing provides a more comprehensive mechanism of control, including the ability to
attach conditions.

Q 26
No applicable.

Q 27

No. These types of business attract local issues. All that this would do is introduce
confusion locally between areas. Businesses with multiple outlets across districts would
justifiably complain about the inconsistencies that this is likely to generate.

Q28
Yes

Q29
We should not have a nationally prescribed exemption.

Q30

A- Don’t know, so long as the blue notice remains and that all sections of the
community are able to receive the information in an accessible way. It is a high cost to
the local trade and that these costs need to be reduced.

B- No, selling alcohol at a MSA is not a good idea.

C - Yes.

D —No- Not enough detail is given as to what this would lead to. It is known that it will
be a burden at the ten year mark, but it is a known activity. If the process can be
simplified and this defined then this may help. To change this requires much more
information and further consultation is needed.

Q 31
Yes it would be for local business but that it is the correct course of action to take, for
example selling alcohol at MSN.

Q32

A —Yes (Could lead to more crime and disorder)
B- Yes

C -No

D - Yes, depending how it would be simplified.

Q33
Questions around the changing role of Personal licence do not seem to take the sale of
alcohol seriously enough.

Q34
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No comment. A mixed response was given and don’t know was given for each
response.

Q35
No comments given




