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By EMail

Dear Sir

Consultation — Delivering the Governments policies to cut alcohol fuelled crime and anti-
social behaviour

We refer to the above consultation and enclose the official response on behalf of Colchester
Borough Council.

Please be advised that the response has been formally approved by both the Licensing Committee
and the Council Executive and incorporates the views of experienced officers within the Council,
the views of the Licensing Committee, other Councillors and executive officers within the authority
and various stakeholders.

Whilst Colchester promotes local business and is keen to see a development of the Night Time
Economy we believe that this can only be achieved by maintaining a proper balance between the
rights of businesses to function effectively and the rights, wellbeing and safety of the residents of
the borough as well as visitors to our Town. Our response provides a balanced view and whilst we
are in agreement with some proposals such as minimum unit pricing (albeit we believe that this
should be set at a higher rate) we see same as a retrograde and potentially dangerous step e.g.
the proposals relating to personal licence holders.

Whilst this is the officially agreed response, please be aware that it is currently undergoing a
Council ‘call in’ procedure whereby any member of the authority may call the decision in for further
consideration up to and including 8 February. We reserve the right to withdraw the response
should the ‘call in’ process be invoked, however, the decision has been widely circulated and it is
not anticipated that there will be any challenge; therefore, we ask that you kindly process this
response in the normal manner.

If you require any further information or wish to discuss the matter further, | may be contact on the
direct number provided above.

Yours faithfully







