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Sent: 04 December 2012 10:05

To: Alcohol Consultation
Subject: My views

Good Morning

I wanted to give my perspective on the ongoing consultation.

I personally rarely drink, my partner drinks on a weekend. I work for an addiction service working
with people with alcohol/substance and gambling issues in the north east of england.

I feel that there is an issue because I support people to reduce their alcohol intake and on tactic is to
encourage them to buy a weaker drink and a lot of the time they cannot afford this especially in
cheap ciders. In my experience if someone with an alcohol issue has been unable to buy what they
want they have stolen or gotten themselves into debt or gone cold turkey. All of these options are so
dangerous but I feel this will happen. I cannot help but feel this is just another money making tactic
from the government.

My partner enjoys a drink and does get drunk roughly once a month but he has never commited a
crime or gotten himself arrested or started a fight however, since we both work full time to pay our
mortgage and all our bills he would not be able to afford to go out if promotions was banned. That
isnt fair.

I will drink on special occassions but again I work full time and have a mortgage to pay and as my
partner struggle financially with everything being so expensive so I will take advantage of
supermarket offers as I only really drink spirits which are very expensive. Should these promotions
go I wouldnt be able to afford my treat. Again this is not fair.

Having discussed with with my friends this is the general feeling that we are being punished for the
actions of others in the community.

I hope my opinion is taken into consideration. Being [ feel I have a good insighti nto my age
group.

I am aware the situation needs addressing as I rarely og out to avoid the binge drinkers and the
violence etc but I dont think making me pay more is the answer.

Thank You




