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Greater Manchester Police response to the Home Office’s Alcohol Consultation

Minimum Unit Price (MUP)

Ban on multi-buy promotions

Reviewing mandatory licensing conditions
Health as a licensing objective

Freeing up responsible businesses

i) Minimum Unit Price

1) Do you agree that this MUP price level (45p) would achieve these aims?

Don’t Know

If you think another level would be preferable, please set out your views on why this might be below
(200 words max)

2) Should other factors or evidence be considered when setting a minimum unit price for alcohol?

Yes

Police resourcing issues. Currently officers are having rest days cancelled and shifts are being
re roistered to accommodate policing the night-time economy as well as overtime

Possible increase on illicit alcohol resulting in health implications

Pre-Loading means people are dinking cheap alcohol at home going out intoxicated ,
spending less creating competitive price wars between licensed premises

Dangerous drinks promotions whereby licensed premises are competing for trade

3) How do you think the level of minimum unit price set by the Government should be adjusted over
time? (Please select one)

There should be a regular MUP review in line with inflation
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4) The aim of minimum unit pricing is to reduce the consumption of harmful and hazardous drinkers,
while minimising the impact on responsible drinkers. Do you think that there are any other people,
organisations or groups that could be particularly affected by a MUP for alcohol?

Yes

On trade will benefit making it a more level playing field, the off trade will benefit from an
increase in pricing.

Responsible drinkers may feel penalised

Children obtaining alcohol from home, parents may think about reducing the amount of
spend on alcohol.

Reduced issues at events (sports/concerts) reduced pre-loading. A possible saving to the
events operator

Improvements in the safety and quality of the transport across GM. For passengers less hate
crime

Saving to employers

A reduction in domestic violence due to people spending less on alcohol

Town centre would become more family orientated

Frontline workers would benefit from less drunken violence freeing resources to deal with
other incidents

A positive effect on offenders. Alcohol related crime and incidents would be reduced.

5) Do you think there should be a ban on multi-buy promotions involving alcohol in the off-trade?

Yes

6) Are there any further offers which should be included in a ban on multi-buy promotions?

Yes

Meal Deals

All offers should be included if the intension is to control the supply of alcohol through price.
All discounted offers on the off-trade as these will still encourage people to buy more than
they might ordinarily would. E.g. A bottle of wine that usually costs £10 discounted to £5 will
encourage customers to get 2 for the price of one while they can. Only a proportion of
customers would keep the money they save and spend it on other things.

Loyalty point schemes and money off coupons

7) Should other factors or evidence be considered when considering a ban on multi-buy promotions?

Yes

A ban on all promotions would be much simpler to implement and enforce.

Enforcement officers would have to check the individual prices of products included in
promotions to assess whether it is compliant or not.

If there was a ban on all promotions that would be a lot easier to assess for enforcement and
leave no room for retailer ‘confusion’ and easier to implement.

Marketing of alcohol should be regulated

Multi-buys encourage more drinking than intended

Advertising should be restricted to 9pm

Poster campaigns should be banned
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8) The aim of the ban on multi-buy promotions is to stop promotions that encourage people to buy

more than they would , helping people to be aware of how much they drink, and to tackle irresponsible
alcohol sales. Do you think that there are any other groups that could be particularly affected by a ban
on multi-buy promotions?

Yes

The off-trade would be affected by having to remove the banned promotions and reconsider

how to attract customers.
On trade would benefit

Impact on police and management of night time economy; reduce the potential or quantity

of ‘pre-loading’ especially in young people.

Responsible drinkers on low income.

iii) Reviewing the mandatory licensing conditions

9) Do you think each of the mandatory licensing conditions is effective in promoting the licensing
objectives (crime prevention / public safety / public nuisance / prevention of harm to children)?

Prevention of

Public Safety

Prevention of

Protection of

crime and public harm from
disorder nuisance children
A Irresponsible promotions DK DK DK DK
B Dispensing alcohol Y Y Y DK
directly into the mouth
C Mandatory provision of DK Y DK DK
free tap water
D Age verification policy N N N N
E Mandatory provision of DK DK DK DK

small measures

10) Do you think the mandatory licensing conditions do enough to target irresponsible promotions in
pubs and clubs?

No

Currently there are no definitive guidelines in relation to the irresponsible drinks promotions
Licensing Committees do not know how to interpret the legislation
The legislation is unclear and open to scrutiny

Clarity needed in relation to what is irresponsible.

Conditions are not clearly defined and are unenforceable.
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11) Are there other issues related to the licensing objectives which could be tackled through a
mandatory licensing condition?

Yes

- Anintroduction of a new mandatory condition to require all staff selling alcohol to undertake
an accredited training course. All those responsible for selling alcohol should have a personal
licence to instil the responsibility of selling a potentially dangerous substance. There should
be no instances of children working in off-licences and being potentially intimidated to sell
alcohol to other minors or irresponsibly.

- There should be a mandatory condition that restricts the selling of alcohol unless by people
who are over 21 years of age.

- Till prompts to force an interaction to challenge ID

- Soft drinks should be cheaper than alcohol

- Decanting of beer into plastics

- lrresponsible drinks promotions to off-trade

- Tighter restrictions on licensing legislation loopholes

iv: Health as a licensing objective for cumulative impact policies

12) Do you think the current approach, with mandatory licensing conditions applying to the on-trade
and only one of those to the off-trade is appropriate?

No
If no, please explain why you think the current approach is not the best option (100 words max)?

- Should apply to on and off trade as appropriate.

13) What sources of evidence on alcohol-related health harm could be used to support the introduction
of a cumulative impact policy (CIP) if it were possible for a CIP to include consideration of health (200
words max)?

- AandE data, Ambulance data, Information from local GP’s
- Police data

- Custody Data arrest

- Costing to police / review/prosecute

- Time spent preventative and reacting

14) Do you think any aspects of the current cumulative impact policy process would need to be
amended to allow consideration of data on alcohol-related health harms?

No

If yes, please specify which aspects below (200 words max):
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15) What impact do you think allowing consideration of data on alcohol-related health harms when
introducing a cumulative impact policy would have if it were used in your local area? Please specify in
the box below, keeping your views to a maximum of 200 words. Please provide evidence to support
your response. (200 words max)

There would be stronger evidence based on making decisions

v) Freeing up responsible businesses
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18) Do you have any suggestions for other types of businesses to which such special provision could
apply without impacting adversely on one or more of the licensing objectives? (200 words limit)

There should be no deregulation in relation to alcohol. By giving a free mandate for certain businesses
we will have no way of making sure they are providing alcohol in a sensible way. This proposal goes
against the heightening of responsibility in terms of alcohol within the on and off-trade and indeed
the wider general public. It is remiss to exclude a selection of businesses from this responsibility based
on the fact that alcohol is not the main component of their business.

19) The aim of a new ‘ancillary seller’ status is to reduce burdens on businesses where the sale of
alcohol is only a small part of their business and occurs alongside the provision of a wider product or
service, while minimising loopholes for irresponsible businesses and maintaining the effectiveness of
enforcement. Do you think the qualification criteria proposed in paragraph 9.6 (page 31 of the
consultation document) meet this aim? (200 words max)

No exemptions

Conaultetion Gueation 20:

Do you tThink that theae propaoanls would Significantty reduce 1he burdens on ancillary seliers? (Fleaoe
salact ona oplion In sach ow):
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22) What other issues or options do you think should be considered when taking forward proposals for
a lighter touch authorisation? (200 words max)

- Our consideration is in relation to the fragmentation of Licensing Act which would create a
system open to abuse.

23) Do you agree that licensing authorities should have the power to allow organisers of community
events involving licensable activities to notify them through a locally determined notification process?

Don’t Know

Conauttation Question 24:

What impact do you think a locaRly deterrnined notincation would hase on organisers of community
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25) Should the number of Temporary Event Notices which can be given in respect of individual
premises be increased?

No

Conaultation Quastion 27-

Do you thimk that Bcansing authonties shauld have local discrothon around s night relechmant in each
of the Tollowing ways? [Fisass salect one option In sach row):
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e i Coond e

h'Ctoseay Sors oo Zeas
i BT LT RN b bl W] I

orEnoUinE T DeSTETINT T

ragacioasfor e oons s ar
ol 1o R R | I Tt A R ) y



Consuliaticn Ouesiion $0-

Do you sapee with each of the following propo=als? [Please select one apfion in each row]):
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Conaultation Question 31:-

Do you think that each of the following would reduce the overall burdens on business? (Please select one
opition n each rmow):
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33) In addition to the suggestions outlined above, what other sections or processes under
the 2003 Act could in your view be removed or simplified in order to act favourably on
businesses without undermining the statutory licensing objectives or significantly
increasing burdens on licensing authorities? (200 words max)

- Simplify the application forms in relation to regulated entertainment.
- Alcohol should be the first choice on the list not the last.




