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Regarding the proposed legislation on mimimum alcohol pricing and banning of special offers by reftailers
to reduce "binge drinking".

The main impact of this would be to penalise a large section of the community (many on lower incomes or
pensions) who enjoy a responsible drink at home.

One of the main causes of the binge drinking culture was the introduction of 24 hour drinking by the last
Labour government.

Also, if | were a retailer | would seriously resent government interference telling me what to charge for a
legal product in my store - not to mention questioning the legality of such legislation.

In my opinion the government should resist the temptation to turn this country into a "Nanny State".
Another recent example is the

Proposed increase in Car Park charges to encourage people to keep fit by walking.

Well | mean what next!

Obesity is apparently an increasing health risk in today's society and the main cause of this is over-eating.
Using the same logic the answer is simple - increase food prices and introduce a minimum charge in fast
food restaurants!

My point is - simply increasing prices is not the answer to these perceived problems. It just makes life
more difficult and expensive for the vast majority of ordinary responsible folk whilst achieving very little
else.

As a supporter of the current government | do hope they are sensible enough not to alienate people
by going down this route.
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