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Alcohol Strategy Consultation

Dear Sir/Madam,

RE: the Home Office paper on the proposed scrapping of the requirement that new
license applications be advertised in local newspapers, which is under discussion
with the stated aim of reducing “the unnecessary bureaucratic burdens of the
licensing process without undermining the public objectives of the licensing system”.

We at the Rotherham Advertiser believe that while it may be a bureaucratic burden
to advertise license applications in the local press, it is a wholly necessary one.

We believe that the proposed change is entirely cost-driven and hence supported by
the beer and pub industry, representing a potential loss to the local and regional
press of between £6.2-7.9 million per year.

At a newspaper conference meeting in December 2012, secretary of state for
Communities and Local Government, Eric Pickles MP, repeated his intention to stick
to the commitment made when coming into office not to remove statutory notices
from local papers.

It has also been noted that representatives of residents associations are strongly
opposed to the move and believe easy to locate, clear advertisements in local
papers are of great value to them.

We ask, does the Government wish to save the alcohol industry a one-off cost at the
expense of local democracy and the public right to know.

We believe the proposal to remove the obligation to place licensing applications in
local newspapers must be rejected as it will erode and damage local democracy,
leading to licensing matters being decided without local knowledge and debate. The
use of council websites alone is wholly inadequate as a means of bringing
applications to the attention of the community as a whole.

We also believe local newspapers and their websites are the most effective, trusted
and cost-effective way of ensuring that statutory public notices and other forms of
government advertising reach the maximum number of people in a relevant area and
therefore should be the primary publication method. People expect to find them in
their local paper and feel let down when they are not there.

Equally, the Government should acknowledge the impact this strategy will have on
local and regional press, which flies in the face of the repeated emphasis of the vital
role of local newspapers.
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Finally, we believe the proposal to remove the obligation to place licensing
applications and variation notices in local newspapers has nothing to do with the
Government’s aims of cutting alcohol-fuelled crime and antisocial behaviour.

The role of statutory notices such as licensing applications is as valid today as when
they were originally introduced: to ensure that important information which can have
a real impact on community life is publicised as widely as possible.

Saving the alcohol industry a one-off cost, at the expense of local residents’ right to
be informed and comment upon issues which directly impact on the very areas the
Government professes to be concerned about - alcohol-fuelled crime and anti-social
behaviour. — will only serve to damage democracy and the local press.

Yours sincerely,
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