Redacted
s40
Pertsonal Information

Sent: 30 January 2013 15:19
To:  Alcohol Consultation

Subject: Alcohol Minimum Pricing
Dear Sirs,

| object to your current proposal for minimum pricing of alcohol which will
enrich retailers at the public's expense. Giant supermarkets do not need, and
should not benefit from laws which eliminate all price competition at the

lower end of the drinks market.

Instead of imposing a competition-distorting minimum price, taxes should be
raised to a level which will achieve the same objective (possibly supplemented
by a ban on selling below cost). Unlike the minimum pricing proposal, taxes
would raise income to fund the NHS, police and other organisations which bear
the cost of alcoholism, rather than further increasing the profits of

supermarkets.

If the only objection is from the licensed trade, this is not sufficient
justification for introducing such a grossly anti-competitive measure. Surely,
in these times of public austerity, you can find a way to ensure that any

legislative increase in the price of alcohol is used for the public benefit.



