Redacted
S40
Personal Information

Sent: 10 December 2012 11:14

To: Alcohol Consultation
Subject: minimum price for alcohol consultation

| am wholeheartedly opposed to the policy of minimum pricing of alcohol which you propose.

I am convinced that it will not solve the problems of excessive drinking and will only punish the
innocent drinkers.

Your approach is entirely erroneous. If irresponsible behaviour is to be discouraged then it
must result in unpleasant consequences.

| understand that currently there is transport and recovery centres set up specifically to rescue people
who are incapable through drink. Does this allow them to learn that there can be unpleasant
consequences to stupid behaviour? Does this express society's disapproval of their behaviour? No it
most certainly does not, it protects them from the unpleasant consequences and condones the
behaviour. You have provided them with a safety net -- and yet you are surprised that the behaviour
continues !!

If you wish to discourage excessive drinking then you need to show society's disapproval of this
behaviour by arresting and fining the culprits. The fine escalating with repeated offences. Thus
punishing the offenders and not the innocent. Why is this not being done under existing legislation?
If this is insufficient then introduce a maximum alcohol level allowed for pedestrians with stiff
penalties.

| understand that there is also a problem with alcohol related use of ambulances and A&E. If these
services are used inappropriately or are used for purely alcohol related cases then sent the offended
the bill for the service. That way the offenders foot the bill and not me.

| am a pensioner. | feel that | can afford an occasional bottle of wine -- | buy the very cheapest. You
want to raise the minimum price of a bottle of wine to something that | do not feel | could afford. You
are proposing to punish me for other people's stupid behavior, is this reasonable?

Your approach is entirely wrong. These people have more money than sense and increasing the
price of alcohol will not deter them. Removing the safety net so that they suffer the consequences of
their behaviour will teach them sense and significant fines will reduce their ability to purchase alcohol.
This will deter them.

| trust that sense will prevail in this consultation.
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