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1. PURPOSE OF REPORT

The purpose of this report is to consult with young people on the
government’s policies to cut alcohol fuelled crime and anti social
behaviour.

2. BACKGROUND INFORMATION

In the report from the home office they explain that over the last
decade there has been a culture growing for it to be acceptable for
people to be excessively drunk in public and cause nuisance and
harm to themselves or others. There has been an overall
reduction in consumption however it is still that too many people
still drink to excess. The government are wanting to address this
by putting forward proposals and questions on five key areas set
out in the Governments Alcohol Strategy.

Ban on multi buy promotions in the off-trade

Reviewing mandatory licensing Health as a new alcohol licensing
objective

Price level and mechanisms for a minimum unit price for alcohol
Introducing health as a licensing objective for cumulative impact
Reduce the burden of regulation on responsible businesses
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FEEDBACK

The feedback is provided by young people’s participation
group aging from 14 to 18 and their feedback is based on life
and personal experience.

Minimum Unit Price

A minimum unit price is proposed for England and Wales and it
aims for alcohol to be sold at a reasonable price. The purpose of
this is to reduce excessive alcohol consumption aimed at
hazardous and harmful drinkers.

It is estimated that there will be a reduction in crime, health harms
including hospital admissions, deaths and crimes relating to
alcohol use.

Feedback from the participation group on the minimum unit price
was that they can understand the theories behind increasing the

price however it may have adverse affects and still could have an
impact on crime.

The groups believed that if people feel they need to drink alcohol
and cannot afford it then this could impact on crime rates such as
theft, illegal importing of alcohol and there could be people turning
to drugs if they cannot get enough alcohol. The minimum unit
price could also have an impact that people could start selling and
buying alcohol from houses and also trying to make their own
which could have harmful effects. It could be that more underage
people are trying to go to pubs and clubs rather than in the house.

The group also believed that if alcohol does cost more then when
people are planning to go out then they may cut back on other
costly parts of the night such as transport, they may choose to
walk which could be dangerous. They also had thoughts if the
minimum unit price is in place and is aimed at hazardous and
harmful drinkers then this may have an impact on the families of
such drinkers as they may feel as though they need and want to
drink which could come at the detriment of purchasing food,
utilities etc.
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A ban on multi buy promotions

Consultation of introducing a ban on multi buy promotions in the off
trade (shops and off licenses) alongside the minimum unit price.

The promotions are not aimed at pubs and clubs just off trades
such as shops and supermarkets.

Research suggests that they increase sales and assist with
retaining or increasing customer numbers.

Aim is to stop promotions that encourage people to buy more than
they otherwise would.

Feedback from the participation groups was that they can fully
understand of how consumers are likely to purchase and drink
more units of alcohol if the multi buy promotions were on however
they do also think that if the multi buy promotions are not available
then consumers may decide to drink other accessible drinks such
spirits.

Reviewing the Mandatory licensing conditions

The government have proposed to look and review mandatory
conditions to target irresponsible promotions in pubs and clubs.

The participation groups have feedback that they believe the
conditions in place at the moment are suitable and they do think
that they do target irresponsible promotions.

The groups feedback was split when discussing this. Some
members of the groups believed that only one of the mandatory
licensing conditions that applies to off trades is also suitable and
have not proposed or recommended any other licensing conditions
however some other members believed all licensing conditions
should apply to all.
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Health bodies as a licensing objective for cumulative impact
policies

The government are proposing to give local health bodies a
chance to fully contribute to local decision making and can lead to
authorities restricting numbers of licensed premises in its local
area on basis of robust local evidence.

The feedback from some members of the participation groups is
that they think this is a positive idea and they fully understand and
agree with the reasons behind this. They believe this may have a
positive impact on trying to reduce the amount of alcohol related
harms. However, some members of the group believed that the
local council and authority should be fully responsible opposed to
health bodies.

They think it is beneficial that they will be able to contribute to
decision making however not being wholly responsible.

Freeing Up Responsible Businesses

Government are wanting to consult and propose on giving
licensing authorities greater freedom to take decisions that reflect
the needs of their local community.

The participation groups believe that some elements of this
proposal are positive and others are negative.

They believe that ancillary sellers’ licenses should remain the
same under the same license as present and the same as other
pubs and clubs because if they are under a slightly different
license then this could lead to further issues amongst businesses
and they also believe if anybody is to serve alcohol then all
licenses should be the same.

The group believe that freeing up burdens is a positive idea
including elements such as removing the requirement of
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advertising their applications for a new pub or club license in the
newspaper. The majority of members from the participation group
thought it was positive to remove or simplify the process for
personal licence holders in some respects are a good idea
however some members though it should not be removed and it
should be more regularly. The group have feedback that it will
allow local businesses to reflect on the needs of their local
community.
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