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OBIJECTION TO THE PROPOSAL TO REMOVE THE LICENSING ORDERS FROM LOCAL NEWSPAPERS.

We would like to reject to the proposal to remove the licensing orders being placed in local
newspapers, which are at the heart of any community.

The local paper has been a source of information for many years and although we have other media for
information in these modern times, it is still an extremely strong force for the local community to
receive factual news. The Government’s aim to decrease alcohol related crimes and anti-social
behaviour is not going to benefit from not publishing the licensing details . In fact, the community need
to be kept informed as much as possible about licensing issues. In addition to a notice on the premises,
it is essential that the whole community — not just the immediate neighbours of a venue, are informed
of proposals for new alcohol outlets or changes in licensing hours, since these can frequently have an
effect on the character or amenity of the area as a whole. Removal of licensing orders will erode the
public right to know and damage local democracy. It will lead to licensing matters being decided without
local knowledge and debate. We receive many letters on a huge amount of issues, a lot being about
local government — frequently including traffic issues, planning and licensing in our four main towns —
which just goes to prove how the general public read and debate. Research shows that local newspapers
and their websites are by far the best media channel for public notices — these are the first places
where people look for them and they are more than twice as popular as local authority websites. When,
in the past, we had Cornwall Council deciding not to publish the planning applications in the Post Series,
we were inundated with complaints from our readers. The Council soon reversed the order and

resumed their advertising.

The role of statutory notices such as licensing orders is as valid today as when they were originally
introduced: to ensure that important information is publicised as widely as possible. It goes to the heart
of the public’s democratic right to information and transparency and should not simply be dismissed as
an unnecessary cost.

The Government should also look at the impact their strategy will have on local newspapers, they
recently praised the vital role the local paper plays in society — in the current market this will have a
negative effect on the local press.




