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Freedom of Information Request 
You asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):

1. For each of the last three years for which figures are available please state how many Category A prisoners were

(a) considered for downgrading

(b) how many were recommended; and
(c) how many of those recommendations were approved by the Director
2. Please provide the rules or procedural guidance for those responsible for conducting/arranging/facilitating the proceedings of Local Advisory Panels including but not limited to data detailing what members of prison staff are invited to attend, required to attend and/or should normally attend.

The data should disclose how many members of LAP are required to constitute a quorum. 
Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

I can confirm that the department holds information that you have asked for, and I am pleased to provide this to you. 
1a - considered for downgrading (all Category A reviews by Director and Category .A Team): 
2010 - 766 
2011 - 747 
2012 - 648 
2013 - 626 (January-October) 

1b - how many recommended for downgrading: 

2010 - 46 
2011- 41 
2012 - 35 
2013 - 34 (January-October) 

1c - how many approved by Director: 

2010 - 21 
2011 - 24 
2012 - 22 
2013 - 16 (January-October) 

2. The explanations on the rules or procedural guidance for those responsible for conducting/arranging/facilitating the proceedings of Local Advisory Panels including what members of prison staff are invited to attend, required to attend and/or should normally attend, are held in PSI 08/2013 and you can access this document via the library at HMP Frankland.
