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You ask for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ) with regard to former Magistrates’ Courts that have been handed back to the body from which they were acquired:

“can you please outline the reasons why the Court buildings listed below were handed back and if any money or any other consideration was received for these buildings by way of purchase:

· Ludlow magistrates' court;
· Grays magistrates' court;
· Chelmsford magistrates' court;
· Colchester magistrates' court;
· Llangefni magistrates' court;
· Newport magistrates' court;
· Northwich magistrates' court;
· Ammanford magistrates' court; and
· Port Talbot magistrates' court”.
Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FoIA).

I can confirm that the Department holds the information you have requested and I am pleased to provide this to you as follows:
 
The following former Magistrates’ Courts were handed back to their former owners as they were previously occupied by the MoJ on a leasehold basis and the Department decided to end its occupancy in these properties:
· Ludlow Magistrates’ Court (payment of £26k by the MoJ)*;

· Grays Magistrates’  Court (payment of £84k by the MoJ)*;

· Chelmsford Magistrates' Court (payment of £59k by the MoJ)**;
· Colchester Magistrates’ Court (payment of £7k by the MoJ)**;
· Llangefni Magistrates' Court (nil cost)*; and
· Newport Magistrates' Court (£59k paid to the MoJ)***.
The following former Courts were owned by the MoJ and sold to Local Authorities:

· Northwich Magistrates’ Court (sold for £260k)*;

· Ammanford Magistrates’ Court (sold for £90k)*; and

· Port Talbot Magistrates’ Court (sold for £225k)*.
Note

1. Courts marked * were disposed of as part of the MoJ’s Court Estate Reform Programme;
2. Courts marked ** were replaced by new builds; and

3. Courts marked *** are due to be replaced by new builds.
