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Communiqué on 3rd UK-Viet Nam Strategic Dialogue
Within the framework of the UK-Viet Nam Strategic Partnership Agreement and the 2013 Action Plan, Foreign and Commonwealth Office Minister of State Hugo Swire and Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs of Viet Nam Bui Thanh Son conducted the 3rd UK-Viet Nam Strategic Dialogue on 22 October 2013 in London, United Kingdom. The two Vice Ministers were accompanied by senior officials from the UK Foreign & Commonwealth Office, the Ministry of Defence, the National Crime Agency, and the Home Office and the Vietnamese Ministries of Foreign Affairs, National Defence and Public Security. The Strategic Dialogue covered global challenges, regional issues and bilateral relations, including cooperation on defence and security, international organised crime and migration. The Dialogue reflected the enhanced cooperation between the UK and Viet Nam and built upon the success of the UK-Viet Nam Action Plan mid-term review and the 2nd Dialogue held in Hanoi in June last year.
The two sides noted with satisfaction that bilateral relations continue to strengthen and broadened in all areas of the Strategic Partnership Agreement, especially in this milestone year of the 40th anniversary of diplomatic relations. Minister of State stressed the important and growing role of Viet Nam as one of the emerging markets in South East Asia. Vice Minister Son noted that despite global economic difficulties, Viet Nam remains committed to a more proactive and comprehensive international integration policy. On bilateral and regional issues, the two sides shared international best practice on standards to improve the business environment for domestic and foreign firms in Viet Nam further. In this regard, the UK is committed to supporting the process of negotiation and signing of the Viet Nam-EU FTA, early ratification of the Viet Nam-EU PCA and early recognition of the Viet Nam’s market economy status. 
Both sides expressed their wish to see more trade and investment in both directions and reaffirmed they would offer support and encouragement to UK and Vietnam businesses to achieve this. 
The UK thanked Viet Nam for its support for the Preventing Sexual Violence Initiative announced by the Foreign Secretary at the 68th Session of the UN General Assembly, and would consider supporting Viet Nam’s candidature for membership of the UN Human Rights Council 2014-2016 while deepening dialogue with Viet Nam in this area. The two sides welcomed the establishment of the Viet Nam-UK Research and Training Institute affiliated to Da Nang University as the first step of the Viet Nam-UK University project. Vice Minister Son was pleased to confirm that Viet Nam has pledged 5 million GBP to the implementation of this project and seeks a corresponding commitment from the UK side. Minister Swire and Vice Minister Son looked forward to the signing of three MOUs on i) Asian Games 2019, ii) Urban development projects in Ho Chi Minh City, and iii) peaceful uses of nuclear energy.
Looking at the global and regional situation, the two sides discussed recent developments in Syria, Iran and the Korean peninsula as well as the situation in the South China Sea/East Sea. Both sides shared the view that the maintenance of peace, stability, safety, and freedom of navigation in the South China Sea/East Sea is in the common interest of the international community. They underlined their shared position that territorial disputes in the South China Sea/East Sea should be resolved peacefully, in line with international law, including the 1982 UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). The two sides noted the growing role of ASEAN and reaffirmed the importance of the 2002 ASEAN-China Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea/East Sea (DOC) and welcomed a continued progress towards a Code of Conduct (COC) that creates a rules-based framework for managing and regulating the conduct of parties in the South China Sea/East Sea, including managing disputes and preventing conflicts.
On organised crime and illegal migration, the two sides reaffirmed their commitment to working together to counter these global threats. The UK noted with satisfaction the achievements which have been attributed to the deployment of a liaison officer from the Serious Organised Crime Agency to Viet Nam in 2012. Viet Nam and the UK agreed to work together to make progress on prosecution of financial crimes and anti-corruption. Other forms of organised crime including human trafficking and cyber crime were discussed, where impressive joint operational results have been attained this year. The role of the new UK National Crime Agency was also outlined. The two sides discussed Illegal Wildlife Trade, which is an issue of keen interest to the UK Prime Minister. In this regard, the UK extended an invitation to Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung to attend the London Conference on illegal wildlife trade from 12-13 February 2014. They also shared experiences on counter- terrorism and Viet Nam’s wish to receive further assistance and consultation from the UK, including building a Training Center for counter- terrorism.
On defence cooperation, the two sides shared views on ways to step up the UK-Viet Nam defence relationship, particularly noting the announcement of the first resident UK Defence Attaché to Viet Nam. The UK welcomed Viet Nam’s future plans for participation in UN Peacekeeping Operations. Viet Nam thanked the UK for its support for English language training for military personnel. The UK would work with Viet Nam in dealing effectively with consequences arising from unexploded bombs and ordnance. 
In closing, the two Ministers noted with satisfaction significant progress of the security and defence cooperation pillar since the last Strategic Dialogue and promised to continue to support further progress in line with the spirit of the Strategic Partnership Agreement. By way of further enhancing the bilateral Strategic Partnership, the two sides looked forward to marking the end of the 40th year of diplomatic relations between the two countries with the arrival of HMS Daring in Viet Nam in December 2013.
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