Below is a response from the All Party Parliamentary Group on Gypsies Roma and Travellers. 
Officers: Andrew George MP Chair; Baroness Janet Whitaker Vice Chair; Lord Eric Avebury Secretary 
Secretariat: Gill Brown Traveller Law Reform Project at this email address. 
The APPG has written separately to the review team.
=========================================================================================================
APPG comments and concerns: Submission to the PSED Review . 
Unfortunately, only 5 weeks , over the Easter period, was allowed for interested parties to respond to the review.   A longer timescale would  been helpful so that  so that we, and others, could gather relevant evidence from NGO’s and other stakeholders. Nevertheless we submit our initial concerns below 
Gypsies Roma and Travellers rely heavily on the safeguards now provided by the PSED, and previously provided by the Race Equality Duty. We are concerned that the terms of reference for the call for evidence seem narrow in that the emphasis is on the Duty’s operation and documentation so that it  focuses primarily to the interests and views of public sector bodies and not on:
1. the needs of the PSED’s intended beneficiaries (i.e. those affected by discrimination and inequalities including Gypsy, Roma and Traveller communities); or 
1. the associated issue of the PSED as a tool to hold public bodies to account.
A recent , useful example of  the inequalities, which should have engaged the RED, and should engage the PSED is from the  Office of the Children’s Commissioner for England’s Schools Exclusions Enquiry[footnoteRef:1][1] . It found that Gypsy Roma Traveller and Irish Traveller children were four times more likely to be permanently excluded than was the school population as a whole. They concluded that given this, and other large differences, schools and local and central government must take account of the Public Sector Equality Duty with regard to school exclusions[footnoteRef:2][2].  [1: [1] “They never give up on you” Office of the Children’s Commissioner for England, School Exclusions Inquiry (March 2012), page 13]  [2: [2] ‘The Public Sector Equality Duty consists of a general equality duty, which is set out in section 149 of the Equality Act 2010 and came into force on 5 April 2011. Given the large differences in exclusion rates by gender, race, socio-economic group and SEN/disability, schools, school operators, owners and sponsors, local and central government will all need to take account of these new duties with regard to exclusions’ “They never give up on you” Office of the Children’s Commissioner for England, School Exclusions Inquiry (March 2012), page 14
] 

Recent reports covering Health, Housing and Employment detail similar unequal outcomes for Gypsies Roma and Travellers in the public sector. 
We believe that public bodies, cognisant of the PSED, should be actively seeking to address these inequalities and unequal outcomes. However, as evidenced by the report from the Office of the Children’s Commissioner for England, our experience is that  those exercising public functions  have a patchy understanding of the requirements of the PSED and there is patchy compliance. 
We believe that there is a need for:
1. a clear statutory code of practice on the requirements of the PSED;
1. clear guidance to public bodies on those requirements including clear sectoral guidance,  especially relating to schools and with respect to school exclusions;
1. clear leadership from the government, and government departments, on the importance of equality and the PSED.
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