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UK Development Results 
 

 
 
 

In 2013-14, DFID’s programme in 
Bangladesh will be 

£238.2 million. 
 

JOBS AND GROWTH 
 

1.5 million people  
will be lifted out of extreme poverty by 

providing training or assets to help people 
set up businesses. 

 
1.4 million farmers and small 

businesses  
have already been helped – resulting in a 

net increase in income of £128 million. 
 

Assisted the Bangladesh government to 
register  

480,000 more taxpayers  
to help it provide better and more efficient 

basic services. 
 

GIRLS AND WOMEN 
 

205,000 births 
 have been attended by skilled carers, and a 

further 
295,000 women  

will give birth safely and the care their 
babies receive will be improved. 

 
HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE 

 
24 million people 

 are now able to cope better with the 
devastating effects of floods, cyclones and 

climate change, thanks to early warning 
systems. 

 
EDUCATION 

 
500,000 girls and boys 

will complete primary education and 
teaching quality will be improved.  

 
WATER SANITATION, HYGIENE 

 

880,000 people  

now have access to safe drinking water 
(target 1.3 million) and 

2.4 million  
to improved sanitation (target 2.8 million). 

COUNTRY CONTEXT 
 

Population - 150 million. 
 

43% of people live below $1.25 a 
day and over three quarters of 
people live on less than $2.00 

(£1.24) a day. 
 

One in 19 children die before they 
reach five years old and 120,000 

babies die every year in their first 
month. 

 
25% of women are undernourished 

and thousands die each year in 
pregnancy and childbirth. 

 
GDP growth rate is 6.1%.  Despite 

this, Bangladesh is poor, 
rapidly urbanising and highly 

vulnerable to natural disasters like 
floods and cyclones. 

 
Unstable politics and challenging 

financial management systems 
hamper delivery of basic services. 

 
Drinking water can be 

contaminated with arsenic (from 
natural sources) and sea water. 

NEWS 
 
June 2013 
Alan Duncan visited Savar, the 
Centre for the Rehabilitation of the 
Paralysed and clothes factories 
following the Rana Plaza building 
collapse on the 24 April.  He met 
victims and announced UK funding 
to strengthen both working 
conditions and building safety in the 
garment sector.   
 
September 2013  
British experts from the Royal 
Institute of Chartered Surveyors and 
Better Regulation Delivery Office 
visited Bangladesh to consult on 
safety improvements and building 
standards in the garment sector. 
 
October 2013 – January 2014  
DFID is supporting inclusive, free, 
fair and credible parliamentary 
elections, strengthening the election 
commission and the checks and 
balances on the political process. 
 
 
 

Results for 2011-2015 thanks to UK aid from 
the British people. All figures sourced from 

Operational Plan June 2013. 

Alan Duncan, Minister of State for DFID, June 2013 visited Savar and the Centre 

for the Rehabilitation of the Paralysed. Photo: Narayan Debnath. 



  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

  
MORE INFORMATION 

 
The UK coalition government believes that international development is not just the right thing to do, but the smart 
thing to do.  It is in all our interests for countries around the world to be stable and secure, to have educated and 
healthy populations and to have growing economies.  We’re ending the need for aid by creating jobs, unlocking the 
potential of girls and women and leading the global effort to help save lives when humanitarian emergencies hit.   
Main DFID website: https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-international-development  

 
Sign up for DFID’s latest news and key updates, straight to your inbox: http://bit.ly/signup-dfid-ebulletin  
Keep up to date with our work on Facebook: www.facebook.com/ukdfid   and Twitter: www.twitter.com/DFID_UK 

 
This country brief: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/dfid-in-bangladesh-autumn-update-2013  

 
DFID Bangladesh's Operational Plan: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/dfid-bangladesh-operational-plan-
2013  
Website: www.gov.uk/government/world/bangladesh  General Enquiries: enquiry@dfid.gov.uk 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/ukinbangladesh   Twitter: www.twitter.com/ukinbangladesh 
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WHERE UK AID MONEY GOES 
 

Bangladesh programmes by sector 2012-13 
Total spend £196.0 million

Climate Change 4.4%

Education 21.3%

Global Partnerships 0.4%

Governance and Security
13.4%

Humanitarian 0.6%

Other health 7.6%

Poverty, hunger and
vulnerability 4.3%

Reproductive, maternal and
newborn health 7.4%

Water and sanitation 9.2%

Wealth creation 31.3%

 

DFID’s APPROACH 
 

DFID aims to transform the lives of millions of poor 
Bangladeshis by providing direct assistance to the 
poorest, strengthening state capability to finance and 
deliver social services, supporting faster economic 
growth, and helping more people adapt to extreme 
climate shocks.  DFID’s programme contributes directly to 
the UK’s key objectives around security and prosperity by 
addressing governance issues, economic growth and 
commercial relationships, climate change, disaster 
preparedness and poverty reduction.  
 
As part of the UK cross-government team, we work in 
partnership with the Bangladesh government, civil 
society, the private sector and other donors, to maximize 
the coherence and effectiveness of all external aid to 
Bangladesh. 

Alan Duncan visited the Babylon Factory that produces 
clothes for Tesco and other UK buyers, and met with 
members of the garment industry buyers’ forum to 
discuss what could be done to address some of the 
fundamental problems.  He said:  
 
“Safety and standards must be made to catch up with the 
rapid growth in the garment sector, which is a massive 
success story and must not be allowed to go sour. 
 
“Our own high street brands must assume responsibility 
for their products, from the store right back to the sewing 
machine, and the UK is ready to help make this happen.” 

Alan Duncan, Savar, June 2013 
Photo: Narayan Debnath. 
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