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Freedom of Information Request 
You asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):

‘Please provide a copy of the following document: Report of the Panel of Specialists chaired by Professor Jim Ryan to assess the Mandibular Angle Technique for use on young people in under 18 in secure establishments. Please also provide data on the number of times the Mandibular Angle Technique has been used in a) young offender institutions and b) secure training centres since August 2010. Finally, please provide data on the number of times the Mandibular Angle Technique has been stopped as a result of a child (aged 17 or under) complaining of being unable to breathe in a) young offender institutions and b) secure training centres since August 2010’
Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

I can confirm that the department holds information that you have asked for, and I am pleased to provide this to you. I am providing the report of Professor Jim Ryan, together with a follow up report from the Restraint Advisory Board. 
The answers to your questions are as follows:

The Mandibular Angle Technique (MAT) has been used: 

a)   In Young Offender Institutions (YOI) – 156 times since August 2010 
b)   In Secure Training Centres (STC) – 0 times since August 2010 

The MAT has been stopped as a result of complaints from young people being unable to breathe: 

a)   In YOIs –  0 times since August 2010 
b)   In STCs – 0 times since August 2010 
Please note that :

Any reference to YOIs includes both Public and Private YOIs. 

The MAT has only been available for use in Rainsbrook STC since MMPR went live there on the 4th March 2013. The MAT did not replace the nose distraction technique in the Physical Control in Care (PCC) syllabus and thus has not been available to STC staff.

