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Farm inspections: guide

Contents

T 0T 18T 1o o SRR 2
QAT AT R T L = 14 01 2
AV Pt = (o T L (o PSPPSR Q. ..... 2
WHO VISIES FAIMNS ...ttt e e s e eee e ee et s s e en e e $ ............ Q
How we select farms for iNSPection.............cccoiiiiiiii e N S @

NUMDBET Of INSPECHIONS. .. eeiiiiiii e e e e e s s aeeaaeeeaans : .... &3
X

The Rural PayMeENntS AGQENCY .......uiiiiiaiiiiiiiiiieeie ettt e e e e e e e snbre e e e e e e e s e nanes ‘\ ....................... 4
Cross complianCe INSPECTION. ........uvriiiiiiiieeiiiiee et g AN e Q .................. 4
Single Payment Scheme land eligibility inspection ............ccccccce i (\ ........... o DTSR 5
Agri-environment scheme compliance monitoring inspections.................. @ ............ & ............................ 6
Sheep and goats identification iNSPeCtion...............eeeeveiiiiiiiiiiieeneeennnnd o I 0 ............................... 7
Cattle identification iNSPECHION..........ccoviiiiiiiiiiiieiiieeeieee e G e C) ................................... 9
Rural Development Programme for England compliance monito@ INSPEGAAMN.......ovviiiirieeie e, 10
Weeds INSPECLIONS ....uvuvieiee i 4 AEUUERP TR oS 11

Animal Health and Veterinary Laboratories Agency...........a. \Q
Veterinary medicine residue inspection ...................... b ...................................................................
Egg marketing iNSPections ...........cccovcvveeriiiieeennn Q ........... ettt r e e e e a e e e e 14
Animal by-products incinerators inspection............ % ..... .................................................................. 15
National Feed Audit inspection ..................... ® ................................................................................ 16
Exempt finishing units and other TB-rela @estock @ations INSPECHION ...t 17
Animal gatherings inspection ............¢... 6 .......... 0 .............................................................................. 18
Welfare on farms inspection........... 6\ ...... & O ................................................................................... 19
IMPOrted aNIMAlS INSPECTION. ... ¢ . rreee e e e e gPeereereeeeeiaateterereeeeesaassntaerreeeeesaaasssaeerreaeassaassraneraeeesaaanssrsnnneeeess 20
Poultry meat marketing terms 4 \éCtIO % ........................................................................................... 21
Welfare of animals (sIaught@r kiIIin@Qpections ................................................................................... 22

(o Tor= L I= U0 gL g 1T=T T Y & o N0, SR UUPRRRR 24
Local authority farm ct|on ............................................................................................................ 24

The Enwronment@ ......................................................................................................................... 26
Integrated farr\' ect@ nvironmental ProteCtiON) ...........oocuuuiiiiiiiii e 26
Inspection ten5|v and poultry farms requiring @ Permit..........ccccoiiiiiee e 27

The Food ards ncy ........................................................................................................................... 29

0, e ] PP PPR PRSP 29

The n? NES DIFECIOTALE ... .eeeieiieeee ettt s e e e s e s e e e e e nnes 31

* rinar icines Regulations INSPECLIONS. ........cciiiiiii ittt 31

. I’g €rS LICENSING AULNOTITY ....eiiiiiiiiieiie ettt e e nannee s 33
Gar?g Ster ICENSING INSPECTION ..t e et e e e e s e r e e e e e e s e st eeeeeeesessntaeneaeeeesaannne 33

& Th od and Environment RESEAIrCh AQENCY .........uuiiiiiiieii it e e et e e e e e e s et e e e e e e s seaabbeereaaeeesannnes 35
@ant health and seeds CONIrOl INSPECHION.......cciii it e e eee e e e 35

% Control of notifiable pests and diseases of honey bees INSPeCtion ..., 36

NP2 LW = =3 T | = o USRS 37
Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIS) INSPECLION ........civiiiiiiiiiice e 37
Wildlife ICENSING INSPECTION. .......eieiiiiee ittt e ettt e e e e e s bbbt et e e e e e s e nbbbbeeeaaaeesaanbbnbeeeaaaeeaanns 38
ANIMal POISONING INSPECTION ......eeiiiitiiie ettt a sttt e e s st b e e e e st e e e e e sabe e e e e sbb e e e e aabbeeeesanbeeeenns 39
Environmental Impact ASSESSMENT INSPECHION.........cccvuiieiiie e e e it ee e e e e s s e e e e s e e e e e e s e eeeeeeen 40

FUPher INFOMMALTION ......ooeiee et ss e bt e st e e st e e s e e nbeennne e e 42

Last updated: 9 August 2013 1



Introduction

This guide is intended to give you some information about farm inspections in England. It

will tell you about who may inspect your farm, what they are looking for, and why they

might visit you. Many inspections are only carried out on farms which perform specific

activities or receive particular support, which means it is likely that you will only be subject

to some types. Like any business, there are other checks that you might be subject to, for
example on the immigration status of your workers, tax, and particular types of vehicle. .
There is information in the business section of GOV.UK on these more general chegks. 0@
This guide covers inspections which are specific to farms. $ 0'(\

N RS
Why we visit farms \\'Q Q’\)
There are three main reasons why a government official might visit \farmé\'
<

e to carry out an inspection to make sure that you are con@g @egislaﬂon;

e to test animals for disease to protect the health of o\@ivestﬁc ;

e to provide advice and guidance, which you @avelresq%ested.

Farm inspections are necessary to protect the Ity Qf environment and the welfare
*

of our livestock, as well as animal, plant and@nm Ith. They also help to safeguard

public money. This guide is specifically{@p wi ections, rather than disease testing

or advice visits. 6@»
O

Remember that there are organj 'onisot@ than government who might want to visit

your farm. For example, if y B\a'lre a ber of an assurance scheme or you supply
goods to a supermarket, @?ﬁig é?t]o check that you are meeting their standards.
This guide only concgr% its@ by the government to ensure compliance with

legislation. C)

What we | \fOf(\%
N

This d sp&@ype of inspection which is taking place: in this guide we have set out
the thi ich you might expect to be inspected. It is unlikely that an inspection will
lo t all &ts of your farm: we will generally focus on a few things, which will depend

‘\@1 Oux on for carrying out the inspection.

If &lhspector discovers a problem, they will try to take a proportionate approach to

ling with it. Sometimes, however, if they find a problem, legislation requires them to
ake particular action. They may give you advice on how to put right the problem. They
may take action against you for some breaches, including scheme payment reductions,
enforcement notices, fines, and in more serious cases, closure of your operation, but they
will carefully consider all of the facts before doing so. You can usually appeal against an
inspector’s findings: there is more information on this against each individual inspection.
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https://www.gov.uk/browse/business

Who visits farms

There are seven Defra agencies which visit farms, as well as local authorities and the
Food Standards Agency. Generally, each type of inspection is carried out by just one or
two of these bodies.

How we select farms for inspection

We use three main methods to decide who to inspect: (\. OQ
e Risk-based: these focus on farms where we think there is a higher risk c@cigt
with the business. To determine this, we might take into account thi Ike us
inspection results, the activities that take place on your farm, ti‘@@b of y rm,
and how long it is since you were last inspected. &\
e Targeted risk: these are a result of complaints or referr ﬁ%rs of the

public and other agencies;

e Random: this means that anyone to whom the IE%?C“ q&ld apply might be

selected. We try to use a risk-based approa: E le, but sometimes
legislation requires random inspections. 0
der a risk-based inspection, does

It is important to remember that being select Q
not necessarily mean that you have do yth ong. The way we select farms for
each kind of inspection is set out in g

Advance notice

Where possible, we will a@%s tr glve you notice of an inspection, and if we do, we
will tell you what sort»?ungs Ikely to be inspected and what documents we would
like to see. This is pqt dlwa ssible: legislation sometimes requires us to turn up
unannounced & Wi to minimise disruption to your business. Sometimes, we will
be able to c e dl t visits where this is practical. Where this takes place, we

prowde d %‘s) U|de
N er{@spectlons

\é thelfinancial year 2011-12, there were 31,520 planned farm inspections of the kind that
thi@yide is dealing with. There are around 128,000 registered farms in England. In many
&s, EU or UK legislation determines how many farms we have to inspect.

In addition to these planned inspections, there were also:

e 61,370 disease surveillance visits;
e 12,460 visits which farmers requested for advice;
e 5,050 visits investigating a complaint.
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The Rural Payments Agency

Cross compliance inspection
Reason for inspection

EU legislation requires us to check a certain number of farmers who are claiming under
the Single Payment Scheme and agri-environment schemes every year to make sure that
they are following the rules of cross compliance. This is to protect public funds.

§
What we look at

We inspect farms which are claiming the single payment and those whi
some agri-environment schemes. We will look at land, landscape feat
facilities, food and feed storage facilities, pesticides storage facilitie estlﬁ\eggs
groundwater, sewage sludge, nitrates and water abstraction lice {\e re also
selected for a single payment scheme land eligibility inspecti a nvironment
scheme eligibility inspection, we may carry this out on the ed yévlnlmise the
amount of time we spend on your farm.

«O
Who carries out the inspection 6‘0 \&

The Rural Payments Agency, Animal Health(ﬁ\/ Qwary Laboratories Agency.

4
L

Selection for inspection \@ C?O

EU legislation says that we have ¢o Gect a@nimum of 1% of farms which are claiming
the single payment or are subje an@gnsenvironment agreement. 20-25% of these are
selected at random, and the &8st using’a risk model. An earned recognition approach is

applied by the AHVLA fore¥wnal e inspections under cross compliance, meaning
that members of Accyegited W Assurance Schemes are significantly less likely to be
selected for animal<{e are i ctions under cross compliance.

Advance notr&b'\o @Q

tional circumstances.

hourf\
|on &\pectlon

sQ\%us des%nds on the scale of the inspection, and what we find when we visit you. The

& ﬁptor should be able to give you more information about the likely length of a visit once

Inspectlo Qﬁ} unannounced, as required by legislation, but we may give up to 48

arrive on farm: this could be anything from a few hours to several days.

Assistance required

The inspector will need to speak to you before the inspection and at the end to discuss
findings. You will also need to present any relevant documentation.
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After the inspection

In almost all cases, feedback will be provided immediately after the inspection and passed
on to you verbally. Where action is required or we identify a problem, we will also follow up
the feedback in writing.

Complaints and appeals

If an issue arises while the inspector is on your farm, you can discuss it with them at that
point and they may take a closer look at the matter which is concerning you. There jg glso C)@

a formal appeals process (details are available on the RPA website). $ é\
Number of inspections &(b é
Around 1,700 cross compliance inspections take place each year. ‘ \Q)

You can find more information on cross compliance inspections @he RP@ bsite.

Single Payment Scheme land eligibility mspec@n .&
Reason for inspection (b 5\0

We are required under EU legislation to check ar re meeting the eligibility
requirements of the Single Payment Schem IS &&p‘rotect public funds.

What we look at

Land area for which you have cl Q‘the@'e payment. We might also look at tenancy
agreements to determine eli ib| Moet oMhese inspections take place via remote
sensing, meaning that we rréwot n @to visit your farm. If you are also selected for a
cross compliance mspectm I-environment scheme eligibility inspection, we may
carry this out on the sa@ day @wnlmlse the amount of time we spend on your farm.

Who carries ou |ns fon

The Rural P@' nts.@ncy
Seleg@ﬁ or.lr@%tlon

ve t pect at least 5% of farms that are claiming the single payment. Of this, we
@Iect\ Y% at random and the remainder by risk.

&\Q A&@nce notice

%spections are usually unannounced, as required by legislation, but we may give up to 48
hours’ notice in exceptional circumstances.
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Duration of inspection

This depends on the scale of the inspection, and what we find when we visit you. The
inspector should be able to give you more information about the likely length of a visit once
they arrive on farm: this could be anything from a few hours to several days.

Assistance required

The inspector will need to speak to you before the inspection and at the end to discuss

findings. You will also need to present any relevant documentation. (\. C)@
After the inspection (b$ 60'
In almost all cases, feedback will be provided immediately after the ins \sed

on to you verbally. Where action is required or we identify a problem, ill ak‘\'
this up in writing. Q)

If an issue arises while the inspector is on your farm, you C dIS sgﬁ with them at that
point and they may take a closer look at the matter w S cob@nlng you. There is also
a formal appeals process (details are available on bsite).

Around 5,500 of these inspections take ar. Approximately 4,200 are by
remote sensing and 1,300 take placgb, @

Complaints and appeals

Number of inspections

You can find more information aéqt the s@%payment scheme on the RPA website.

3 S
Agl‘l enwronment SC@ e@pllance monltorlng mspectlons

\

Reason for insp %

EU regulatlo |re check that those receiving funds as part of an agri-
environme me@eement are following the rules of the scheme. This is to protect
public fu&

d’jlnd ape features and any other features which are covered by an agri-

&\Q nvironment scheme agreement. We also check records, invoices, photographs and
g g agreements. If you are also selected for a cross compliance inspection or a single
ment scheme land eligibility inspection, we may carry this out on the same day to
“Minimise the amount of time we spend on your farm.

Who carries out the inspection

The Rural Payments Agency on behalf of Natural England.
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http://rpa.defra.gov.uk/rpa/index.nsf/293a8949ec0ba26d80256f65003bc4f7/d06e97dded30020f80257acb00551b8f!OpenDocument
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Selection for inspection

We have to inspect at least 5% of those within the first five years of their agreements, and
2.5% of those whose agreements have run on for more than five years. Of these, 20-25%
are selected at random and the remainder by risk.

Advance notice

Inspections are usually unannounced, as required by legislation, but we may give up to 48 .
hours’ notice in exceptional circumstances. (\ @
Duration of inspection $ é@'

This depends on the scale of the inspection, and what we find when we\ é
inspector should be able to give you more information about the likely; th o t once
they arrive on farm: this could be anything from a few hours to seve&&\jayse)

The inspector will need to speak to you before the mspec'?@and (g%: end to discuss
findings. You will also need to present any relevant d ent @

After the inspection 6 0&

In almost all cases, feedback will be provideo§ Iy after the inspection and passed
on to you verbally. We will follow this ug@vrm&

Assistance required

Complaints and appeals

In the first instance you shou! s\to te pgson who made the visit about any problems.
If you are not satisfied, Nat ngl as a complaints procedure.

Number of mspectlor@O \}()

Around 2,500 of ms@ons take place each year.

You can fmd(&fmor@%ut agri-environment schemes on the Natural England website.

Sh nd ts identification inspection

*

. @ésog\ inspection

\Y
& V\é&e required under EU legislation to ensure that farms are recording and reporting

and goat births, movements, and deaths correctly, and that tagging requirements
%e being adhered to. This is to protect livestock against disease, and it forms part of cross
compliance requirements.
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What we look at

Sheep, goats, and relevant records, including AMLS licences. We read the ear tags of all
your sheep and goats.

Who carries out the inspection

The Rural Payments Agency.

@

We have to inspect at least 3% of sheep and goat keepers and 5% of the natig oc 0,
Around 13% of those to be inspected are selected at random and the rest |

Advance notice
\@

Inspections are usually unannounced, as required by legislation, & e m@/e up to 48
hours’ notice in exceptional circumstances.

Selection for inspection

Duration of inspection ‘Q

This depends on the size of your flock. The inspector @I bggle to give you more
information about the likely length of a visit onceg rri farm: this could be anything
from a few hours to several days. Q A

Assistance required @ O

You will need to present the ammal%?nspect and provide adequate labour to allow
the inspector to read their tags s L@ueed to present all records and movement
licences and be on hand to asn\s'@ questiorTs during the records check.

After the inspection \) OQ

After the inspection, (mgnay réQ% to carry out further checks at our office to verify our

findings. We will noti of the results of the inspection in writing. Sometimes, we
may need to ake’a fol p visit; you will be told if this applies to you.
Complal §als

If ans@e hlle the inspector is on your farm, you can discuss it with them at that
may take a closer look at the matter which is concerning you. There is also
@forn(& eals process — details are available on the RPA website.

& é@er of inspections

%round 1,800 of these inspections take place each year.

You can find more information about the rules related to sheep and goat identification on
GOV.UK.

Last updated: 9 August 2013 8
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Cattle identification inspection
Reason for inspection

We are required under EU legislation to ensure that farms are recording cattle births,
movements and deaths correctly, and that tagging requirements are being adhered to.
This is to protect livestock against disease, and it forms part of cross compliance
requirements.

What we look at (\.
hes

Cattle, cattle passports and farm records. We read the ear tags of all your catt}$$
visits are sometimes combined with TB testing.

Who carries out the inspection E\

The Rural Payments Agency. Q

Selection for inspection %) O

We have to inspect at least 3% of cattle holdings. Of t @ to @pected, 20% are
selected at random, the remainder are selected by\g

ST

Inspections are usually unannounced,ngq@re(@leglslatlon, but we may give up to 48

Advance notice

hours’ notice in exceptional circumsta

Duration of inspection 5\6\\ OQ

This depends on the size of r herdghe inspector should be able to give you more
information about the like gth isit once they arrive on farm: this could be anything
from a few hours to sega daye

Assistance reqté% Q

You will nee s\ e animals for inspection and provide adequate labour to allow
their tags safely. You will need to present all records and passports

thei mspe to re
and ?\@ swer questions during the records check.

the |ﬂ ection

,&\Q@fteri‘h\nspectlon we may need to carry out further checks at our office to verify our

s. We will then notify you of the results of the inspection in writing. Sometimes, we
need to make a follow-up visit; you will be told if this applies to you.

Complaints and appeals

If an issue arises while the inspector is on your farm, you can discuss it with them at that
point and they may take a closer look at the matter which is concerning you. There is also
a formal appeals process — details are available on the RPA website.
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Number of inspections

Around 1,800 of these inspections take place each year.

You can find more information on the rules related to cattle movement on GOV.UK.

Rural Development Programme for England compliance monitoring
Inspection

Reason for inspection $(\’ (\0

EU regulations require us to check that projects being carried out as part o t{ ur 60'
Development Programme for England are following the rules of the pro r e. This)s to

protect public funds. \

What we look at : KQ)

We conduct a physical inspection of projects funded by the ﬁbnment
Programme for England, and any infrastructure or machln purchad€d as part of these
projects. We also check financial and other records

Who carries out the inspection \b
The Rural Payments Agency. @Q A

Selection for inspection \® C?O
at r

@m and the remainder by risk. We have to
count for 5% of funding over the whole

We select 25-30% of those we in
make sure that we inspect eno@ arn(s t

programme. \)
O

Advance notice | N

Ny

Inspections are u y capd out with the minimum possible amount of notice, as
required by legis}edion, certain circumstances we may warn you of an inspection up

e

epel@ﬂ the scale of the inspection, and what we find when we visit you. The
pegss@ﬂould be able to give you more information about the likely length of a visit once
& hey arrive on farm, but it is likely to be not more than a few hours.

%@élstance required

The inspector will need to speak to you before the inspection and at the end to discuss
findings. You will also need to present any relevant documentation.
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After the inspection

The inspector will write up a report and your project manager will contact you to inform you
of the outcome as soon as possible.

Complaints and appeals

If an issue arises while the inspector is on your farm, you can discuss it with them at that
point and they may take a closer look at the matter which is concerning you. There is also
a formal appeals process — details are available on the RPA website. (\. C)@

Number of inspections \(b$ . é®(\
Around 200 of these inspections take place each year. \06 gé\

You can find more information about the Rural Development Progra@ fo @ﬂand on
the RDPE network website. Q K

&

Weeds inspections %\O
Reason for inspection (b 5\0

To control the spread of weeds which may be@f ul |fb33n by animals, or which can be
detrimental to agricultural production.

What we look at \® @
Land and the extent of any WeedQQfgatlob%e may also look at spray records.
Who carries out the i msp

The Rural Payments A%Q/ ant@?ral England.
\!

Selection for msp(gtlon

We decide W%.Q) ms@greactlon to complaints.
Advanc@me Q

@% {{Q\ sually unannounced, as required by legislation, but we may give up to 48
n(?bt% exceptional circumstances.

\‘

&Q u%lon of mspectlon

%& depends on the scale of the inspection, and what we find when we visit you. The
Mspector should be able to give you more information about the likely length of a visit once
they arrive on farm, but it is not likely to be more than a few hours.
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Assistance required

The inspector will need to speak to you before the inspection and at the end to discuss
findings. You will also need to present any relevant documentation.

After the inspection

In almost all cases, feedback will be provided immediately after the inspection and passed
on to you verbally. Where action is required or we identify a problem, we will also follow
this up in writing.

§
Complaints and appeals 6(0

You can discuss any matters of concern with the inspector while they our@n but
there is no formal right of appeal against an inspector’s findings. $’\\,

Number of inspections Q \&

Around 100 of these inspections take place each year. 0
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Animal Health and Veterinary Laboratories Agency

Veterinary medicine residue inspection
Reason for inspection

To ensure that the legislation about the use of veterinary medicines in animals is being
followed to protect animal and human health.

<
What we look at &(\ 0

We inspect records and take samples from animals on farms where Ilvesto& &

Who carries out the inspection

@
Animal Health and Veterinary Laboratories Agency. Q KQ)Q
& S

We select farms to ensure a good geographic spread a@ tlz\éuntry If we find a

Selection for inspection

problem then we will conduct a follow-up visit.

Advance notice 0

Inspections are usually unannounced or min@al T@IS given. This is required by

legislation. @
N gb O
Duration of inspection OQ

These inspections usually Ia&@und@ hour.
MY

You will need to p \t relﬁl records, present and restrain your animals so samples
can be taken saféiand ngn tamperproof bags containing collected samples.

Assistance required

After the | CtIOI’\Q

Are @ the %compiled and sent to the Veterinary Medicines Directorate. If we find
e‘u no pliance, we will discuss it with you and you may be directed to your vet,
’% e advice on how to prevent further incidents. We will follow up any positive
\ ith a visit to the farm of origin. If a problem is found, we may share this with the
Payments Agency, who will determine whether this puts you in breach of cross

%@mpllance requirements.

Complaints and appeals

If payment agencies become involved, then you can use their appeals processes. Details
will be sent to you in writing if this applies to you.
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Number of inspections

Around 2,000 of these inspections take place each year.

Egg marketing inspections
Reason for inspection

We inspect to make sure that egg producers and retailers are following all EU rules on egg @ ¢
marketing. This is to ensure that eggs are marketed accurately. E(\

What we look at

The premises, eggs, records, hens, labelling and processes of egg prps@ers pa@
and wholesalers.

Who carries out the inspection Q &KQ)

Animal Health and Veterinary Laboratories Agency. so

Selection for inspection ®% 5\0

We select premises for inspection using a numbeNof ris rs, including the size and
complexity of your business and the results vic%j ections. We try to reduce the
r inspections, where appropriate.

number of visits you receive by combinln%h wﬁ@h

Advance notice 6@»

Inspections are usually unannméed & @uwed by legislation.
Duration of inspection 0\' 6

Generally between o«K@nd th@@urs

Assistance reg @Q Q

Normally, y Iju d to provide access to buildings and records, although there
may be ions@en you are asked to accompany the inspector.

QK after the inspection, the inspector will leave a form with you giving a summary
,QQ fwhat has been inspected and what, if any, action is to be taken. This may be followed
riting.

%omplaints and appeals

If you are a breeder establishment and we refuse or withdraw your registration, you are a
packing centre and we refuse or withdraw your authorisation, or you receive certain
compliance notices, you can appeal to a magistrates’ court within 28 days.
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Number of inspections

Around 8,000 egg marketing inspections take place each year.

You can find out more about egg marketing regulations on GOV.UK.

Animal by-products incinerators inspection
We are required under EU legislation to ensure that farms are working within Eb@ﬁe\s é\
about the incineration of animal by-products. This is to prevent the spread g{&ase

N\
S

Reason for inspection

What we look at . \Q

T x
Incineration facilities and records on farms burning animal by-produtss. If y@ve been
selected for another type of inspection carried out by AHVLA, y c@ is out at the

same time. ‘QQ 00

Who carries out the inspection @

O
&
Animal Health and Veterinary Laboratories Agen&‘.Q 0\&

Selection for inspection ®Q A

We decide based on a number of facto @cluw risk of the material being handled,
the degree of control which you hav6®r the ess and whether we have found any

problems before.
| S +©
Advance notice 0\' %)
We give advance notice (Qro QOf these inspections.
tog roy DA

Duration of inspe@on

%)
sually arou Oo Q
U .IIy Pg}?h. \%%
Assmta@eq&@

Yp&?ma&s\provide records and be on hand to answer any questions.
N\
.\@‘ter\{@spectlon

& We@ll get in touch with you in writing to let you know of the outcome of the inspection. If
Oﬂfiind a problem, then we may visit you again to check that the necessary action has
ken place.
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Complaints and appeals

If we refuse, suspend, or amend your approval to incinerate animal by-products, you can
write and ask us to review the decision. You can find more details on this process on
AHVLA'’s website.

Number of inspections

Around 800 of these inspections take place each year — not all of these are on farms.

*
You can find more information about composting and incinerating animal by-pro@on (\

GOV.UK. {0 0
SN

National Feed Audit inspection $’\<.Q \0.)

Reason for inspection Q KQ)Q

To make sure that farms are following all of the rules on fee @u&s to prevent new

cases of many animal diseases, including Transmissible @nglf @ cephalopathies

(TSEs).

«O
What we look at O\F

We inspect records, feed, and feed storage a&d (n&ss operators. If you have been
selected for another type of inspection caW out HVLA we may carry this out at the
same time.

Who carries out the inspectlo%\ N
Q

Animal Health and Veterinar &abo%@es Agency.

Selection for mspec;t@o \}

Most feed busmes@p @Nlll receive one visit per year, but this depends on operation
type. For exangsls/dual m feed mills will receive two visits per year.

*

Advance@&e N

Qspectlons will be unannounced, as required by legislation. Where this is
ctlc en you may be given 24-48 hours’ notice.

sQ@urathof inspection

een one and two hours.

Assistance required

You will need to provide records and be on hand to answer any questions.
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After the inspection

The inspector will give verbal feedback after the visit. If there is a problem, this will be
followed up in writing.

Complaints and appeals

You can write and ask us to review our decision. More details on this process can be
found on AHVLA'’s website.

Number of inspections $(\’ (\0

Around 800 of these inspections take place each year. &(b . é

You can find more information about the rules on animal feed on Gcggg‘ \

Exempt finishing units and other TB-related livest ope(&%ns
inspection %) 0\}

Reason for inspection %\O 5\6

To ensure that the conditions of exemption and %é%ioisk-being met. This is to prevent

the spread of bovine TB.
> A\

Facilities, buildings, animal Iocation@ relevgaecords of all premises acting as exempt

finishing units. 5\ R OQ

&
Animal Health and Veterito a@?ories Agency.
& &

Selection for ins%gtion @

All premises qgg;@%perate as exempt finishing units will receive an inspection
upon appli n, andNmen annually once the facility is operational.

What we look at @

Who carries out the inspegqn

Adv@noti’

Iﬁ&ire}é@ting to approve facilities, then we will give notice. Once the facility is
\é@)eraﬁ , inspections will be unannounced, as required by legislation.
& Wion of inspection

around two hours, but this will vary depending on the size of the unit.

Assistance required

You will need to provide access to facilities, buildings and relevant records.
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After the inspection

The inspector will give verbal feedback, and where they are inspecting to approve a unit,
they will leave a form with you which will set out the findings of the inspector. This will then
be followed up in writing at a later date.

Complaints and appeals

You can write and ask us to review our decision. More details on this process can be .
found on AHVLA's website. (\. C)@

Number of inspections (b$. é@'(\
N\

All premises which operate as exempt finishing units are inspected ann@ gé

You can find more information about exempt finishing units on AHVL\%\vveb@*

S L
Animal gatherings inspection @ 0\}

Reason for inspection % 5\0

To approve and inspect farms acting as collectio how grounds, as well as
markets and sales. This is to ensure the healt@ & f the animals at these centres

and to ensure compliance with Ieglslatlon
What we look at

Places where an animal gatherlnqiq o@*eg farms, markets, show grounds. If you

have been selected for another@ ofotns ction carried out by AHVLA, we may carry this
out at the same time. 0

Who carries out thqi@pgc:tl OQ

Animal Health andeterin aboratories Agency inspect and licence the premises and
Local Authoriti%Qﬁorc licence conditions.

Selectior@:blasg’cﬁ

AII fé@ whick\hoose to act as a collection centre or propose to hold a show are
ted, ell as markets and sale grounds.

&\Q@dvahx notice

V@%II give you advance notice of this inspection.

Duration of inspection

Between an hour and half a day. This will depend on the size and nature of the gathering
and site, and any potential problems that we find.

Last updated: 9 August 2013 18


http://www.defra.gov.uk/ahvla-en/files/pub-customer-service-standards.pdf
http://www.defra.gov.uk/ahvla-en/disease-control/bovine-tb/moving-cattle/exempt-finishing-units/

Assistance required

You will need to show the inspector around the premises, but you won't be required to
present any stock or handle your animals.

After the inspection

We will leave a form with you that will detail what has happened and what the inspector

has found. Qo
Complaints and appeals &(\‘ (\C)
If AHVLA refuses, suspends or amends your licence, you can write and as&% rev'@@'
the decision. More details on this process can be found on AHVLA’s We.b,si‘ If ya uld
like to appeal against a decision made by a local authority inspector,&@an GLQ' irectly

to the local authority. Q)
S &
®® 0\\}

Around 200 of these inspections take place each year. \O

&

You can find more information on the rules about a@ga esr}ﬂgs on AHVLA'’s website.

O

Number of inspections

Welfare on farms inspection (0,0 A *

Reason for inspection (b’@ ®:

To ensure that relevant legislatio is@in ed to protect the welfare of animals on
farm. This forms part of cross c@ liande requirements.

What we look at 00\' Q%

*

This varies dependin’g\@ the @mation which we hold about the farm. Animals will be
examined to ensthatt are no welfare issues.

*

_XNYT % .
Who carrles@t the ection
N

Animal I\@l a{@terinary Laboratories Agency and Local Authorities.

O
s@on @Ispection

’\%e ir\sﬁq@'in reaction to complaints, to follow up other official action or if problems have
/QQ bees identified on the farm in the past. We will quickly follow up if we suspect that animals
a@ ffering unnecessarily.

Advance notice

We will usually give advance notice of this inspection, unless our visit is related to a
specific welfare complaint.
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Duration of inspection

Between a few hours and several days. This depends on the scale of your operation and
what the inspector finds.

Assistance required

You will need to provide records and be on hand to answer any questions.

You will be given verbal feedback by the inspector. If we find a problem then w; fo q@{\
up in writing setting out what we have found and what corrective action we

For more serious problems, you may be sent an enforcement notice. W.

After the inspection

may also share this with the Rural Payments Agency, who will dete
in breach of cross compliance requirements. @Q

Complaints and appeals \OQ

You can write and ask us to review our decision. Morqﬁils K|s process can be
found on AHVLA'’S website.

Number of inspections QG‘Q O\F
o

The number of inspections varies year Q{'@earéo@urate figures are not available.
e

You can find more information abou@ rul ated to animal welfare on farms on

GOV.UK. 6\ <O

N
Imported animals in@tl@{@o
io\% @g}'
To check that ’i@e@&ulations are being followed and to test for specific diseases.

Thisis to en the th and welfare of imported animals.

Wh gﬁo\k a{\o.)
N
I ed a@s and associated documentation. The exact nature of the inspection

.@pe&q@ the species of animal and where it has been imported from.

'QQWQI'@:arries out the inspection

%nimal Health and Veterinary Laboratories Agency

Reason for inspe

Selection for inspection

All imported animals are checked.
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Advance notice
We will give at least 24 hours’ notice of an inspection.
Duration of inspection

Between half an hour and half a day. This depends on the number of animals and the tests
and examinations which we need to carry out.

Assistance required

0
You will need to present your animals and restrain them so they can be safely @nn d@,
and tested. 8

After the inspection

If there is a problem, we will notify you verbally immediately and % ollom&up in
writing.

Complaints and appeals ‘Q

You can write and ask us to review our decision. Moréﬁ E Sans process can be

found on AHVLA'’s website. b 0
Number of inspections @ A
This varies year on year. All imported aw{@als @Qcked.

Poultry meat marketing t%hs i@s@ction
Reason for inspection \s)\'

We are required unde\ n to check that certain conditions are being met where
special marketlng are #1g used. This is to protect consumers.
What we Io

msp tlng procedures and records of premises which are registered to use
spe rket s like free range.

car& ut the inspection

nlmal ealth and Veterinary Laboratories Agency.

X
AN o
#@ction for inspection

We inspect all producers who are using special marketing terms.

Advance notice

Inspections are usually unannounced, as required by legislation.
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Duration of inspection

A registration inspection will usually take two to three hours, while a compliance inspection
should take around an hour.

Assistance required

Normally, you will just need to provide access to buildings and records, although there
may be occasions when you are asked to accompany the inspector.

00

After the inspection

The inspector will provide verbal feedback, but will only leave written feedbs« rem%&
action is required. We may follow up in writing at a later date.

Complaints and appeals $\

)

If you receive a compliance notice, you can appeal to a magist@ cou{‘u ithin 28 days.
Number of inspections ‘Q C)
Around 250 of these inspections take place each yea@ l

You can find more information about poultrym@arke@ spections on GOV.UK.

Welfare of animals (slaughter 0\@Iin&pectlons
Reason for inspection

To ensure that farms Where er routlne culllng are carried out on the premises are
complying with all relevant I@t atl rotect the welfare of animals at slaughter.

What we look at \% \\

The competeng aug@%en and the facilities on the premises, as well as relevant
records. \} Q

N
Who ¢ out Qmspectlon

‘&9 @d Veterinary Laboratories Agency.

@Ieg{&&@or inspection

& tions take place on initial application. We also conduct some risk-based inspections,
g into account whether we have found problems before.

Advance notice

We will usually give advance notice of our visit, unless it is related to a specific welfare
complaint.
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Duration of inspection

Between a few hours and a day. This depends on the scale of your operation.
Assistance required

You will need to provide records and be on hand to answer any questions.
After the inspection

You will be given verbal feedback by the inspector. If we find a problem then we »Qotlow C)
a9
an

up in writing setting out what we have found and what corrective action we requs Y.
For more serious problems, you may be sent an enforcement notice. We ng é
follow-up visit to confirm that any issues have been resolved. \Q g

Complaints and appeals $\ Q\'
You can write and ask us to review our decision. More details (@‘&}s pr(ﬁ&ss can be
found on AHVLA's website. %) O

S (O
O
A very small number of these inspections take p%@d(@kf— only a minority of farms

Number of inspections

kill on the premises. Q

You can find more information about the e@?el to animal welfare at slaughter on
GOV.UK.
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Local authorities

Local authority farm inspection
Reason for inspection

Local authorities are required by law to enforce regulations that protect animals,
businesses and consumers and to check that legislation is being complied with. @ .
What we look at $ 0

Any area for which local authorities have legal responsibility. This can incl (@asp&é

of animal health and welfare, food and feed hygiene, weights and mea etr@n or

business protection rules. If we need to inspect you for more than o on h@? e will
o&em

normally try and combine these into a single visit to minimise the in w 0 you.
Who carries out the inspection Q 06
Local authority officers. \O

o 5\0
Selection for inspection ‘Q l

place on your farm, and whether we have fo prabte
inspections, an earned recognition app @1 is g o%
taken into account. Red Tractor me haveg

inspection compared with a 25%gh e forQon-assured members.

Based on complaints or on our risk assessme$,®e

&
Advance notice \0 é
Usually inspections will b@1ade pointment, although this might not be the case in
some local authority a@s or i e is good reason to come unannounced.

Duration of ms@on Q

This could @nythﬂa@bm a few hours to several days, depending on why we are visiting
and wh flnd inspector should be able to give you more information once they

arrivg QM) Yarm; \
S

s\s t uired

,QQ\Y |II need to provide access to relevant facilities, records and buildings, and you may
o provide further assistance. The inspector will be able to give you more information
ce they arrive on farm.

After the inspection

You will be given feedback on the visit. Often you will be given some form of record, report
or letter which details the findings of the inspections. Exact procedures vary between local
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authorities. If we find that we need to take legal proceedings against you, then you will be
notified and we will disclose all of the evidence which will be used against you.

Complaints and appeals
Each local authority will have its own complaints procedure which you can use for appeals.
Number of inspections

The number of inspections varies from year to year, and between different local 0@ *

authorities. &(\‘ (b.(\
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The Environment Agency

Farm inspection for environmental protection
Reason for inspection

The Environment Agency inspects farms to drive practices which protect and improve the
environment. The main areas on which we focus are water quality, pollution prevention, .
waste management and water resource management.What we look at 0@

farmer about their farm infrastructure and their practices. We also inspect

We conduct a visual inspection of the farm as a whole and hold a discussion wj
ecor@
(both electronic and paper), and give advice on how to comply. Q

Who carries out the inspection

Farms are inspected by the Environment Agency in catchment are known
problems or where activities are taking place which are of a erri the environment.
Selection for inspection

We decide based on risk. Sometimes farms are Skpart of our catchment work,
or in response to a specific incident.
Advance notice @

Visits are usually arranged in advan§bﬂen p to 14 days’ notice. When we get in
touch, we will tell you about parti pap &k we will need to see, and what the visit is
likely to cover. We might, how\'\@ visity hout notice if we are investigating an
ongoing pollution incident. Q

O

Duration of mspecuocbo C’}}
These |nspect|or6®nera&st around two hours.

Assistance éﬁrre&Q

You wi ﬁ d to I&@/ the inspector around your farm, often outside the farm yard. You
will ked Ik the inspector through your practices, and show them infrastructure
st S st e of potentially polluting materials, drainage routes and outfalls. You will

@so né& show them any relevant records.

& A&@the inspection

Oéale will normally give verbal feedback immediately following the visit and follow this up
with a letter within a month. This may take longer if we need to conduct any further checks.
For example, we may ask for information from your agronomist.
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Complaints and appeals

You can challenge an inspector’s findings by sending us a letter once you have received
written confirmation of the outcome of our visit. If you are still not satisfied, there is a
complaints procedure which you can follow.

Number of inspections

Around 2,700 of these inspections take place each year. @ .

Inspections of intensive pig and poultry farms requiring a perq$$ 6(0
Reason for inspection 6

The Environment Agency inspects farms to drive practices Whlf@ rote
improve the environment. The main areas on which we focu; w uallty,

pollution prevention, waste management and water resour ana nt What we

look at

We conduct a visual inspection of the farm as a whole, a d| S|on with the farmer
about practices and assess these against your perm| e also inspect farm
records (both electronic and paper), and give ada comply

Who carries out the inspection ®Q

Those who are not members of the Pi @Po@ssurance Scheme are normally
visited by the Environment Agency@r ea*’Members are inspected by Certification
Bodies every year and the Envir t A&/ every three years.

O
Selection for inspection \’)\, %

We have to regularly in p@t al |tted farms, but you can ‘earn recognition’ and be
inspected less freque if yo a member of the Pig and Poultry Assurance Scheme.

Advance notg‘<§) Q

Visits are&@y a réﬁ ed in advance, often with up to 14 days’ notice. When we get in
touch, V\Q ill te about particular paperwork we will need to see, and what the visit is
likel ovel might, however, visit you without notice if we are investigating an

hg p n incident.

@uraﬁs}of inspection

%T®se inspections generally last around two hours.

Assistance required

You will need to show the inspector around your farm, often outside the farm yard. You will
be asked to talk the inspector through your practices, and show them infrastructure such
as drainage routes and outfalls. You will also need to show them any relevant records.
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After the inspection

We will normally give verbal feedback immediately following the visit and follow this up
with a letter within a month. This may take longer if we need to conduct any further checks.

Complaints and appeals

You can challenge an inspector’s findings by sending us a letter once you have received
written confirmation of the outcome of our visit. If you are still not satisfied, there is a
complaints procedure which you can follow.

N
Number of inspections (b‘

Around 800 of these inspections take place each year. \06

You can find more information on the intensive farming inspection 9@ En\;@ment

Agency website.
QQ
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The Food Standards Agency

Dairy hygiene inspection
Reason for inspection

We are required under EU legislation to ensure that farms are working within the rules of
EU hygiene legislation. This is to protect the nation’s milk supply from the risk of
contamination by potentially harmful bacteria and other substances.

What we look at K(b.$ . @g\
Dairy farms, specifically animals, their housing, milking operations, equi : cI@g
methods, washrooms, milk storage and collection, hygiene managem nd r&I? t
records. Q)Q

The Food Standards Agency. \O

Who carries out the inspection

o 5\0
Selection for inspection ‘Q l

the species producing the milk, and whether uhd any problems on your farm in

We decide based on a number of factors, incl th @of product you are producing,
the past. We also use an earned recog @x]oased on membership of Red
g§1o to

Tractor's Dairy Scheme when decidi ect. Most scheme members are
inspected once every ten years

O

Generally we will turn up @anno % as required by legislation, unless notice is

required for a specmq@poseo
Duration of ms@on@Q

Thiscanr rom” nd two to four hours.

Assks\@ce re@%

Yo\will n @ show the inspector around your premises, and provide access to relevant
@cum@ We may also want to talk to you and your staff.

Advance notice

& A&@the inspection

%eedback will be provided immediately after the inspection and passed on to you verbally.
Where action is required or we identify a problem, we will follow this up in writing.
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Complaints and appeals

If you are unhappy with the outcome of an inspection then you should contact the Food
Standards Agency’s Approvals and Veterinary Advice helpline on 01904 455 744.

Number of inspections

There are around 1,100 of these inspections each year.

You can find more information about dairy hygiene inspections on the Food Standards

Agency website. &Q’ (b.(\
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The Veterinary Medicines Directorate

Veterinary Medicines Regulations inspections
Reason for inspection

To minimise the risk to animal and human health, and to the environment, from feedstuffs
containing veterinary medicines and certain additives. We are required to do these
inspections by EU regulations.

§
What we look at

Feed business operators. We inspect manufacturing premises and equn;g{@t @1
records, prescriptions, procedures and plans. $\

Who carries out the inspection Q K
The Veterinary Medicines Directorate. ®® 00

Selection for inspection s\é

All approved premises are inspected every one tgf \S&he findings of your latest
inspection determine how frequently you will b

Advance notice

We will generally give a minimum of ay g?ce to on-farm mixers but none for

commercial mills.
IS
Duration of inspection \’)\. %)

Inspections last aroun g}lnq{:\
Assistance requu@

You will nee ?to answer any questions the inspector might have, and to
provide r t p

Afte{@ i &
en verbal feedback directly following the meeting. You will also be given a
\ onf n of Inspection Report, which will set out what has happened on the visit, and
\Q anwrrectlve action required from you. Where serious problems are found, this will be
@Qowed up with a written report within 30 days

Complaints and appeals

You can follow the VMD’s complaints process.
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Number of inspections

There are around 200 of these inspections each year.

You can find more information about Veterinary Medicines Regulations on the Veterinary
Medicines Directorate website.
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The Gangmasters Licensing Authority

Gangmaster licensing inspection
Reason for inspection

To protect workers’ rights and to guard against exchequer fraud. To ensure that farmers
are not using workers supplied by unlicensed labour providers.

@0
What we look at &(\ 0

Employer procedures, contracts, workers’ circumstances and accommodat&(b é

Who carries out the inspection &Q \g
The Gangmasters Licensing Authority. Q K
@

O

Selection for inspection @
Inspections are made on labour providers, not farmers %t v:|5|t arms help determine
workers’ conditions. Inspections are carried out on li n and are then

conducted on labour providers where we suspec \erLA’s licensing standards.

Advance notice

Notice will sometimes be given but we n@arr@nnounced if there is a good reason

to do so.
Duration of inspection 6\
\.
Between half a day and a 6&m depending on the number of workers we need
QO

to interview.
Ny
Assistance requu@ @

You will nee & cess to workers so that we can interview them. You will also
need to p { & paperwork, eg contracts with the labour provider, time sheets.

Afte&@ i

\ess t &an immediate and specific threat to the safety of workers, the inspector will

pors‘ﬁ?s r her findings to the GLA licensing team and a decision will be taken about the
\qut of the labour provider’s licence on the basis of the inspector’s findings. We aim to
ﬁm our decision to the labour provider in writing within two weeks of the inspection.

Complaints and appeals

If the labour provider disagrees with our decision, they can appeal. Details of this process
will be given in the decision letter.
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Number of inspections

This varies from year to year, and not all visits take place on farms.

You can find more information about gangmaster licensing inspections on the GLA
website.

N
o' o
&
O\)‘o(\
QY
O N
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The Food and Environment Research Agency

Plant health and seeds control inspection
Reason for inspection

We are required under EU legislation to check for plant pests and disease to prevent them
from being introduced and spread. <

What we look at §’ @(\0
Plants and plant material. &(b 6\6

Who carries out the inspection 05\{0 \g
The Food and Environment Research Agency. $

Selection for inspection @

Based on factors including the type, volume and origin (é)@ rlal being handled,

and whether we have found problems before. Othe\@e e undertaken at the
request of the farmer. Q\P

Advance notice @ OA

We will give you advance notice of this K@ect@
Duration of inspection 5\6 OQ
Generally between one and n('%ur

OQ

You will not be req§\l to péae any assistance other than allowing the inspector access
to the plant ma.te@

\ Q
After the@ctlor\
edback will be provided immediately after the inspection and passed

In al s§§
é@u v@ Where action is required or we identify a problem, we will follow this up
iti
&%

Assistance requwed

&\Q CO@)Iamts and appeals

% can follow the complaints procedure if you wish to raise a concern.

Number of inspections

Around 2,500 of these inspections take place each year.

You can find more information about plant health on Fera’s website.
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Control of notifiable pests and diseases of honey bees inspection
Reason for inspection

We are required to carry out these inspections by legislation to protect honey bees from
pests and disease.

What we look at
Honey bees and honey bee colonies.

QO
Who carries out the inspection $ (0(\
| {b

Selection for inspection

We generally decide based on the risk of disease or pests bein Qa pargt %r place. We
also perform spot checks on imported bees, as well as a sm andom tests.

Advance notice s\é
We will give you advance notice of this mspectlo&‘Q \F
Duration of inspection 0
Generally between one and two hours CQ

Assistance required &b.

You will not be required to pr&@ any’assnstance other than allowing the inspector access

to your bee colonies. \) Q
O
After the inspection \
P \% o

In almost all cas %ed ill be provided immediately after the inspection and passed
on to you verb@/\/é tion is required or we identify a problem, we will follow this up
in writing. A\

Cong@{hts t(%eals

o& & the complaints procedure if you wish to raise a concern.

,QQ umber of inspections
<

%A@.md 6,000 of these inspections take place each year.

You can find more information about bee health and inspections on GOV.UK.
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Natural England

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) inspection
Reason for inspection

We inspect to protect some of the country’s very best wildlife and/or geological sites. The
law also requires us to protect England’s SSSis.

@0
What we look at &(\ 0

We inspect the condition of sites of special scientific interest (SSSIs), and 1&Q@up
we suspect that unauthorised activity is damaging any designated feat \We s Imes
combine these inspections with advice visits which we undertake w@@er Ls{\i

Stewardship customers. Q
(\ @

Who carries out the inspection 0\
Natural England. \O

Selection for inspection l 5\

All SSSis are visited, but the frequency of visit the sensitivity of the features
on the site and the risk to their condition. W f dp reports of damage to or

unauthorised works on an SSSI.

Advance notice

&0 ©

We will give you advance notic thlS\Tns ctlon unless we suspect that there is damage
to the site, or that unauthor or@ taking place.

Duration of mspectto@ \}

Depending on th pIeX|ty of a site, this can be anything from a day to several
visits over a n r of

Assista eqw

Yo@ nsure that the inspector can access the site.

tert Xpectlon
TR

& W Il provide feedback to you once the assessment is complete, including advice about
? you might put right any problems. We will keep a record of this feedback. If we are
llowing up a complaint or visiting because there is suspicion of damage or unauthorised
works, our findings are reported to our Director of Regulation, who will decide what, if any,
sanctions are appropriate.
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Complaints and appeals

You have a statutory right to appeal against regulatory and enforcement action, and you
will be given more information about this should such action be taken against you. Natural
England also has a complaints procedure.

Number of inspections

Around 800 of these inspections take place each year.

2

You can find out more about SSSIs on Natural England’s website. &(\‘
Wildlife licensing inspection Q)

Reason for inspection

We inspect to ensure that the rules around protected species ec ns granted
under wildlife licences are being adhered to. This is to prote pecies.

What we look at

licence has been issued, we may inspect to en are complying with its terms

In some cases, we inspect to decide whether “CEE jUStIerd. Where a wildlife
and conditions.

Who carries out the inspection (b’@
Natural England. S\b OQ
| | | o «»

Selection for inspection 0\, %

For some licences, we inspect éﬁcants. For checks once the licence has been
issued, we select baég na er of factors including the technical difficulty of the task

for which you are IiQensed r experience in undertaking it, and its likely impact. We will
also consider nse n status of the species and the scale of the operation.

*

Advance@&e N

Nor we Qake an appointment with you one or two days in advance. In
|on umstances, we may arrive unannounced.

‘@urahg%of inspection
L&

%L@gfly about an hour.
Assistance required

You may be asked to help with access if this is an issue. The inspector will discuss
progress to date with a licence and will ask to see relevant records.
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After the inspection

The inspector will generally give you verbal feedback straight away. If you have broken the
terms of your licence, further action may be taken in accordance with our guidelines.

Complaints and appeals

In the first instance you should discuss your concerns with the person who made the visit.
If you are not satisfied, Natural England has a complaints procedure.

Number of inspections &(\‘ (\
Around 60 of these inspections take place on farms each year. &(b 0\ @
You can find out more about wildlife licensing on Natural England’ s§ \g
Animal poisoning inspection Q KKQ)

&

To protect wildlife from the potential harmful effects 0 tlc{d nd to ensure that action

Reason for inspection

is taken against those who deliberately or reckleB abuse pesticides.

What we look at

We investigate reports of the death o @lry |fe companion animals or beneficial
invertebrates where pesticides are t@t to ba<rivolved. We will examine wildlife
casualties, and may conduct a m&e oro llow-up visit to identify pesticides that
have been stored or used. \\

Who carries out the ms@on

Natural England. \% \3

Selection for R@&théQg

Based on‘s&lamts m the public and others. We carefully examine the facts available
to us beQ decj whether to make a visit.

rien

\%e VMQIVG you notice of our initial visit. We may undertake a follow-up visit, of which

& youspight be given notice.

%?atlon of mspectlon

Our initial visit should take one to two hours. We may conduct a more thorough follow-up
which could take several hours.

Last updated: 9 August 2013 39


http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/regulation/enforcement/default.aspx
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/about_us/contact_us/complaints.aspx
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/regulation/wildlife/licences/default.aspx

Assistance required

You may be asked to provide access to certain areas (eg your pesticide store). You will be
asked to identify any health and safety issues which might make the inspection particularly
hazardous, and provide relevant records. You should be on hand to answer any questions
which the inspector has.

After the inspection

Wildlife casualties are generally sent for post mortem and pesticide analysis. If ther,
strong links to pesticides then we may follow up with a more thorough visit, aﬂe§
will decide whether action will be taken against you. Cases are closed as qui @»
possible where we find another cause of death or injury.

Complaints and appeals &\ g
There is no formal appeals procedure once an enforcement notle@s ISS{{
Number of inspections @ ()

Around 60 of these inspections take place each year 5\6

You can find out more about animal poisoning m@‘% @hﬁe Health and Safety

Executive website.

Environmental Impact Asses&n&nt in ction
« O

To protect uncultivated land se %tural areas from damage caused by agricultural
work, and guard against r@ tive ironmental effects from the restructuring of rural land
holdings. This forms *@of crgécompllance requirements.

Reason for inspection 5\

What we look a Q

We investi epor\ reaches of the Environmental Impact Assessment (Agriculture)
Regulati {&

Wf@&rle the inspection

turq&@&and
&\Q SeI@tlon for inspection

%ased on reports of breaches of Environmental Impact Assessment regulations, or
following the submission of an Environmental Impact Assessment screening application.

Advance notice

We will always try to give at least 48 hours’ notice before a visit.
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Duration of inspection

Usually between one and four hours, but this depends on the circumstances and reasons
for the visit. Enforcement visits may take longer.

Assistance required

This depends on the reason for the visit, but you will usually be asked to give a description
of the land and any planned works.

After the inspection $(\’ (\0

You will be informed of the results in writing. If we find a problem, we may i Q the@@
Payments Agency, who will determine whether you are in breach of cro pli

requirements. ‘s\\. X,
\$ 0

You can appeal to the Secretary of State for Environment, Fc@%nd@ﬁ Affairs. You
must do this within 28 days in the case of a notice and 3 m hs [ case of a screening
or consent decision.

<O
Number of inspections 0&

Around 50 of these inspections take place p ar A

Complaints and appeals

You can find out more about environrqgg’im@assessments on the Natural England
website.
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Further information

If you need any further information, contact the Defra helpline.
Monday to Friday, 8am to 6pm.

Telephone: 08459 33 55 77

Calls can cost up to 5 pence per minute for BT users. Calls made using other service @ .
providers and mobiles may cost more. (\ (\

Email: defra.helpline@defra.qgsi.gov.uk \(b . 6

P Def \Q g\)\
ost: Defra

RN

Nobel House $\ >

17 Smith Square

%)
London %\Q

SW1P 3JR 6\0 o\b

© Crown copyright 2013 Q)™ .

X )
>
\OQ

You may re-use thi iNSTmai (not including logos) free of charge in any format or
medium, unde; t rms e Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationa Ives )uk/doc/open-government-licence/ or write to the Information

e NaNdnal Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or e-mail:

PoIicyTe@
psi@ §Q Iarce@ .gsi.qgov.uk

si@na
N
T%\i&cur{@bublication is available on GOV.UK.

*

\Q\GA’ny ehséu?es regarding this document/publication should be sent to us at
fam?/equIationtaskforce@defra.qsi.qov.uk

%?14022
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