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      Find out how to register your holding, record and report animal movements, and about any restrictions after animals arrive on your holding.
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Who’s responsible

You do not have to own animals to be a keeper. You’re a sheep, goat, pig or deer keeper if you have responsibility for the day-to-day care and control of these animals. This includes a single animal kept temporarily or as a pet.


You must follow this guidance as part of your cross compliance requirements. The Rural Payments Agency (RPA) may reduce your Single Payment Scheme (SPS) or Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) subsidy if you do not.


The RPA inspects 3% of holdings each year.


There are also movement restrictions that apply when sheep, goats or pigs arrive on your holding. Find out about standstill restrictions after:


	sheep or goats arrive on your holding
	pigs arrive on your holding



Wales and Scotland


Find out how to register sheep, goats and pigs in Wales,


Find out how to register sheep, goats and pigs in Scotland.
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Includes guidance for all keepers including farmers, people who keep sheep and goats as pets, markets, showgrounds, collection and assembly centres and slaughterhouses.
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Includes guidance for owners of pet pigs or ‘micropigs’.
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Includes guidance for deer keepers on identifying deer and reporting their movement.
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Central point recording centres (CPRCs) are holdings (mostly markets) that scan the electronic tags of inbound sheep. The sending keepers use this information to update their holding registers.


Find a list of approved CPRCs and apply to be a CPRC.
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When you move sheep, goats, pigs or deer, you’re moving them under these general licences.


You don’t need to apply for these licences and as long as you follow the guidance on moving animals in this collection, you’ll be meeting their conditions.
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              15 June 2023
              Sheep and goat keepers description and links updated. Link to 'Register livestock to get a flock or herd mark' added to information for pig and deer keepers.

            
	
              31 December 2014
              First published.

            


      




      


      
        
          
    
      
    
    Contents


        

      

  

  

  

  


      
      
        Related content
      




      


  	Sheep and goat keepers: template holding register
	Report pig movements
	Tag, tattoo or slap mark pigs
	Report sheep and goat movements


















  
    
        
  
      



      

    Explore the topic


  	Deer farming
	Pig identification, registration and movements
	Sheep and goats identification, registration and movements






  



    

  




    
  


      
        

  

  
    
      
        Is this page useful?

        	
            
              Maybe
          
	
            
              Yes this page is useful
          
	

            
              No this page is not useful
          


      

    


    
      Thank you for your feedback
    


    
      
        Report a problem with this page
    

  




  


  
    
      


      

      Help us improve GOV.UK

      Don’t include personal or financial information like your National Insurance number or credit card details.


      
        This field is for robots only. Please leave blank
        
      


      

    
  What were you doing?





  

    



      

    
  What went wrong?





  

    




      


  Send



      
        Cancel
      
    

  






  


  
    
      


      
      

      Help us improve GOV.UK

      To help us improve GOV.UK, we’d like to know more about your visit today. We’ll send you a link to a feedback form. It will take only 2 minutes to fill in. Don’t worry we won’t send you spam or share your email address with anyone.


      


            
  Email address







    
    




      


  Send me the survey



      
        Cancel
      

    

  







      


      
  
      
            
              Services and information

                	
                        Benefits
                      
	
                        Births, death, marriages and care
                      
	
                        Business and self-employed
                      
	
                        Childcare and parenting
                      
	
                        Citizenship and living in the UK
                      
	
                        Crime, justice and the law
                      
	
                        Disabled people
                      
	
                        Driving and transport
                      
	
                        Education and learning
                      
	
                        Employing people
                      
	
                        Environment and countryside
                      
	
                        Housing and local services
                      
	
                        Money and tax
                      
	
                        Passports, travel and living abroad
                      
	
                        Visas and immigration
                      
	
                        Working, jobs and pensions
                      


            

            
              Government activity

                	
                        Departments
                      
	
                        News
                      
	
                        Guidance and regulation
                      
	
                        Research and statistics
                      
	
                        Policy papers and consultations
                      
	
                        Transparency
                      
	
                        How government works
                      
	
                        Get involved
                      


            

      


      

    
      
          Support links

          	
                Help
              
	
                Privacy
              
	
                Cookies
              
	
                Accessibility statement
              
	
                Contact
              
	
                Terms and conditions
              
	
                Rhestr o Wasanaethau Cymraeg
              
	
                Government Digital Service
              


        
          
        
        
          All content is available under the Open Government Licence v3.0, except where otherwise stated
        
      

      
        © Crown copyright
      

    

  


    

