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Thank you for your email of 28 June where you requested the following information: 
 

 Copies of any letters or e-mails between DECC officials and National Grid since 1 May 
2013 in relation to National Grid’s Press Notice of 27 June 2013 entitled National Grid's 
response to Ofgem's capacity adequacy report. 
 

 In particularly letters and e-mails relating to the statement that “National Grid has 
agreed with DECC and Ofgem to publish an informal consultation on the design of two 
measures to provide an ‘insurance policy’ that could be deployed in the unlikely event 
that there is a shortfall of electricity in the market.” (emphasis added).   

 
 

On your first point, National Grid did not publish a formal press notice, so there is very little 
correspondence on this issue. National Grid did however produce a fact sheet which is 
available on the press release section of its website so it is understood that this is the 
document that you are referring to. We have released relevant text in emails pertaining to 
this factsheet.  Some sections of these emails have been removed because they are not in 
scope of the request.   
 
DECC does not hold any correspondence in relation to DECC agreeing with National Grid 
that it should publish a consultation on the design of the two new balancing services. The 
decision on whether to consult on new balancing services was taken by Ofgem.  
 
However, the three organisations did discuss the security of supply outlook and DECC 
does support Ofgem’s decision to consider the development and procurement of the new 
balancing services. This was both discussed in person and confirmed in a letter from Lord 
Mogg to the Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change.  This letter and the reply 
from the Secretary of State are included as supporting information.  The letter from the 
Secretary of State was also sent to National Grid as confirmation; this email is included in 
the information being released.  Associated emails have also been provided. 
 
Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 ('the Act'), you have the right to:  
 

 know whether we hold the information you require 
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 be provided with that information (subject to any exemptions under the Act which may 
apply). 

 
I can confirm the Department holds information in scope of your request if the National 
Grid’s Press Notice of 27 June 2013 is understood as the National Grid’s factsheet of 27 
June 2013. A copy of this information is attached.  
 
Some personal data has been redacted from your copy of the information. Sections 40(2) 
and 40(3) of the Act provide an absolute exemption for personal data which then falls to be 
dealt with under the Data Protection Act. Personal data of third parties can only be 
disclosed in accordance with the data protection principles. In particular, the first data 
protection principle requires that disclosure must be fair and lawful and must comply with 
one of the conditions in Schedule 2 of the Data Protection Act.  We do not think that it is 
fair to release the names of junior members of staff or third parties and do not think that 
any of the relevant conditions apply.   
 
 
Appeals Procedure 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for an 
internal review. Internal review requests should be submitted within two months of the date 
of receipt of the response to your original letter and should be sent to the Information 
Rights Unit at: 
 
Information Rights Unit (DECC Shared Services) 
Department for Business, Innovation & Skills 
1 Victoria Street 
London 
SW1H 0ET 
E-mail: foi.requests@decc.gsi.gov.uk  
 
Please remember to quote the reference number above in any future communications. 
 

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply 
directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. The Information Commissioner 
can be contacted at: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, 
Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Security of Electricity Supply Team 
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