

	[image: image1.png]2%
o

HM Courts &
Tribunals Service





	
	www.gov.uk

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	May 2013
	

	Our Ref: FOI/82550/13
Your ref: 


Freedom of Information Request 

Thank you for your email, in which you asked for the following information from the Ministry of Justice (MoJ):

1) The number of instances over the last three years where a defendant has failed to attend a trial hearing at Sheffield Magistrates Court. How many trials (a) did not proceed in absence of the defendant (judicial discretion) and (b) how many did proceed in absence.

2) Data on the number of cases as described in b) where the defendant was convicted in absence. 

3) The charge or charges involved in the cases as described in b) I would ideally like data for the years 2010-2012, broken down by year. 

Your request has been handled under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA).

I can confirm that the department holds information that you have asked for, and I am pleased to provide this to you. 

The information is provided at Annex A hereto. 

For information the total number of trials listed at Sheffield Magistrates’ Court for the years requested were:-

2010 – 1924 trials listed

2011 – 1327 trials listed

2012 – 1091 trials listed

Annex A
Q1. The number of instances over the last three years where a defendant has failed to attend (fta) a trial hearing at Sheffield Magistrates’ Court. How many trials:-

(a) did not proceed in the absence of the defendant (judicial discretion) 

(b) did proceed in absence
2010


2011


2012
Total FTA

117


100


91

(a)


26


9


12

(b)


91


91


79

Q2. Data on number of cases as described in (b) where the defendant was convicted in absence.




2010


2011


2012
Convicted

In absence

72


78


65
Q3. The charge or charges involved in the cases described in (b) broken down.




2010


2011


2012

Offence Type

Burglary

0


2


0

Criminal damage
0


2


3

Drunken driving
4


1


2

Other summary

motoring offences
62


61


50

Robbery

0


1


1

Sexual offences
0


1


0

Summary non-

motoring offences
8


11


11

Theft & handling 

stolen goods

6


4


8

Violence against

the person

11


5


4

Other indictable

offences (exclude

motoring)

0


3


0
NB: The data are subject to our minimal levels of quality assurance and is based on the data currently available




