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Part 1 of the Commons Act 2006 came into force on 1 October 2008 in the seven commons 
registration authorities participating in a pilot scheme: the county councils of Cornwall, Devon (not 
Plymouth or Torbay), Hertfordshire, Kent (not Medway) and Lancashire (not Blackpool), the County 
of Herefordshire district council, and Blackburn with Darwen borough council.  Part 1 of the 2006 
Act updates and improves the registration system for common land and town or village greens, and 
includes new powers to correct mistakes. 

Why should the register be corrected? 
The registers of common land and town and village green were drawn up under the Commons 
Registration Act 1965 and continue to be maintained by commons registration authorities (generally 
county and unitary councils). In some cases inaccurate information was registered, and section 19 
of the 2006 Act enables applications to made by any person to correct some types of errors in the 
registers.  This will help the registers to become a more accurate record of registered land and 
rights of common, so ensuring that common land can be better protected and fulfil its potential. 

What errors can be corrected? 
You can apply under section 19 to correct any error in the register which was made by the registra-
tion authority, and to correct some other types of error which do not increase or reduce the area of 
land registered as common land or green and do not affect the quantification of a right of common: 
see below for details.  But the registration authority will not grant your application unless it con-
siders it fair to amend the register, having regard to the effect which the amendment will have on 
other people with an interest in the registration. 

Mistakes made by the registration authority 
You can apply to correct any mistake previously made by the registration authority when making or 
amending an entry in the register. For example, if an error was made by the authority when map-
ping the boundary of a common during the provisional registration of common land, or if, in 
amending an entry in the register, the authority erroneously added a zero to the number of rights 
registered, increasing the number of rights tenfold. 

Duplicate entries 
You can apply to remove a duplicate entry in the register.  Duplicate entries sometimes happened 
where application was originally made for provisional registration of a right of common under the 
1965 Act, by both the tenant of a farm entitled to exercise the right, and the landlord of the farm, 
and no objection was made to either registration so that they both became final. 
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Other mistakes not affecting land or quantification of rights 
You can apply to correct any other mistake in the register provided that the amendment would not 
affect the extent of land registered as common land or town or village green, nor the quantification 
of any right of common. For example, you can apply to correct the identification of the farm or 
holding to which a right of common is registered as being attached, or to correct a mistake in the 
identification of the land over which a right of common is exercisable (so that the right should be 
exercisable over the whole of a register unit, rather than a particular part). 
 
Updating names and addresses 
You can apply to update any name or address shown in the register: generally, this will be one 
which relates to the registered owner of a right of common held in gross. You cannot apply to 
update the details of a name or address entered against a right of common attached to land in 
column 3 of the rights section of the register, because those details record the person who applied 
for registration of the right, and not to any successor in title.  
 
Accretion or diluvion 
You can apply to update an entry in the register to take account of the common law principles of 
accretion and diluvion, which apply to all land where the boundary of ownership follows a body of 
water. The principle is that if, by gradual and hardly noticeable accretions in the ordinary course of 
nature, land is added on one side, that land falls into the ownership of the person owning the rest of 
the land on the same side, and the boundary line correspondingly advances. Diluvion is the reverse 
(where land is eroded on the other side). If the land affected is also subject to rights of common, 
then the rights of the commoners will adjust along with the rights of the owners. 
 
How do I find out more? 
For more information about the pilot implementation, and for detailed guidance for applicants, visit 
Defra’s website, or ask your commons registration authority. 

How can I apply? 
Contact your commons registration authority to request the relevant application form. There may be 
a fee for an application under section 19 but your authority will be able to tell you more.  You will 
need to provide evidence showing how the mistake or error was originally made. 
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